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GREENHOUSES AND CONSERVATORIES 
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Contact us for a brochure or to discuss your project. 
www.alitex.co.uk 01730 826900 


Come and see us at Chelsea Flower Show on stand MA10. 


editors: letter 


If readers come across any remarkably good 
front gardens, I'd love to hear about them. We 
looked through hundreds of images to find 
our cover shot, which goes some way to 
explaining why I’m keen to offer interesting 
designs for this often overlooked area of 
garden. Award-winning garden designer 
‘Ann-Marie Powell has designed three 
wonderful front garden plans exclusively 


for us and I hope that you find them as inspiring as I do. We also 
feature four beautiful spring gardens full of clever planting ideas; 

I visited the garden of Manfred Lucenz and Klaus Bender in 
Germany last year, and was fascinated to discover that even in the 
borders they grow their tulips in pots sunken into the soil, then lift 
them after flowering to be stored in their barn. It's a relatively time- 
consuming method of avoiding the dreaded tulip fire, but has proved 
a successful way of reducing the risk. April 2013 marks Gardens 
Mlustrated’s 20th anniversary and to celebrate this milestone we're 
offering you the opportunity to win some extra special prizes, including 
the chance to win an overnight stay at Gravetye Manor in Sussex, 
two VIP tickets for the Chelsea Flower Show, three sets of Fiskar 
pruning tools and two places on a Bettys cookery school course. 
Thope you enjoy the issue, and here's to the next 20 years! 
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El GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is available as a 
digital edition - search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ 
‘on the App Store, Google Play or Zinio.com 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
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FERGUS GARRETT CAROL KLEIN DANIEL J HINKLEY 
Plantsman and head Piantswoman and 

gardener at Great presenter of BEC plant hunter, horticultural 
Dixter in East Sussex. Gardeners’ World. Writer and lecturer. 


One of three front garden designs by 
‘Ann-Marie Powell, commissioned 
exclusively for Gl readers, See page 46, 


The richly planted spring garderf of Manfred 


Lucehz and Klaus Bender. Ste page 70. 


ALYS FOWLER 
Kew-trained gardener, 
author and television 
presenter. 


DAN PEARSON 
Garden designer, 
plantsman and 
columnist. 
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April plants Great Dixter’s head gardener 
Fergus Garrett chooses this month's best plants 
Plant profile: Wall flowers Long-lasting and 
often sweetly scented, the erysimum will 
brighten your garden and bridge the months 
from spring through to summer 
62 


Learn and grow On the slopes of the Wye Valley 
in Wales the garden at Brilley Court was made 
perfectly beautiful through trial and error 

Late bloomers it took Daphne and John 
Foulsham a little while to take an interest in their 
garden, but they are making up for lost time 
Stairway to heaven After several false starts 
the dedication of one volunteer has effected the 
transformation of this Cotswold garden 
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138 


Strength in depth The owners of this 
garden in northern Germany plan carefully 
for colour throughout the year, starting with a 
glorious display of tulips, narcissus and 
blossom in spring 


Who's who James Priest, the English head 
gardener at Giverny, is charged with maintaining 
the walled garden and iconic waterlly ponds that 
Claude Monet turned into world-renowned art 
International Garden Photographer of the Year 
The winners of the 2013 competition have been 
announced and they offer a stunning collection 
of images that showcase the beauty of gardens, 
plants and landscape 

Clearing the grid Award-winning columnist 
Frank Ronan ruminates on the underrated 

and subtle delights of ferns 


93 


98 
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Front gardens guide Ditferent rules apply 
at the front of your house, as you work 

within a smaller space, with privacy to be 
protected and a path to be accommodated. 
Here are three designs to set you thinking 
Design news The latest projects and 

events, including a promising seafront 
restoration in Southport and a fascinating 
lawn trial in a London park where flowers 

are replacing grass 

Design ideas Given a bit of planning you can 
select plants that will provide a progression 

of colour and interest right through the year. 
Designer Annie Guilfoyle shares the 

benefits of her experience 

Design sourcebook We select nine different 
outdoor lights, giving you the chance to peruse 
the very bestin exterior illumination 
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Editor's letter 
Contributors 

Dig in: news The latest from the world of 
gardens, plus a guide to this year's selection 

of operas in beautiful garden settings 
Gardener's notes Support herbaceous plants: 
nurse self seeders; plant up dahlia tubers 

Shop front Stylish garden accessories to help 
you optimise your garden's potential 
‘Subscription offer Subscribe to GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED — get a free book and save over 30% 
Book reviews New books for gardeners, from 
wildflowers to teeny tiny gardening 

Readers’ letters Share your thoughts, plus this 
month's Talking Point on school gardening 
Crossword and buying single issues 
Classifieds 

Next issue What's coming up in May 


Plus save over 30% 


when you subscribe to 


TRATE 


Join us at this year's 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATEL 


lecture - see page 8 


* Get a free book plus 
save over 30% when you 
subscribe* ~ see page 30 


Join us to celebrate 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED'S 
20th birthday. We've 
gathered together a 
fantastic selection of 
competition prizes to be 


won ~ see page 122 


* Offer applies to UK 
customers only. 


Simple 
and Stylish? 


Contact Haddonstone for ‘high quality 
garden ornaments and architectural cast stone 
in contemporary, classical and traditional styles. 

Each design is handcrafted in England 

Inspirational 204 page catalogue available. 


www.haddonstone.com 


To 


THE FORGE HOUSE, EAST HADDON, NORTHAMPTON NN6 SDB 


01604 770711 © info@haddonstone.co.uk 
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HOW TO GET IN TOUCH WITH US 


am [UK 0844 844 0253 
USA/CANADA 1800 342 3592 (TOLL-FREE) 
REST OF THE WORLD +44 1795 414721 


J | UK gardensillustrated@servicehelpline.co.uk 
www.buysubscriptions.com/gardensillustrated 
USA/CANADA gardens@mages.com 


[& | UK/REST OF THE WORLD GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Subscriptions, 
Dovetail Services, PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. 
USA/CANADA GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, PO Box 669, Selmer, 

TN 38375 USA. 


me | +44 (0)117 933 8072 ® | lucy.moakes@immediate.co.uk 


om | +44 (0)117 314 7440 ® | gardens@gardensillustrated.com 


[| GARDENS 1LLu D, Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited, 
Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN. 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is available for licensing and syndication. 
ww | +44(0)1179338079 “8 | ceriwaters@immediate.co.uk 


For App support please visit http://apps.immediate.co.uk/support 
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PHILIPPE 
PERDEREAU 

Philippe has specialised in 
garden photography for more 
than 25 years. He has been 
published by magazines and 
books throughout Europe. 
You can see his work on 

the Lucenz-Bender garden 
on page 70. 


“This is a good example of an ‘ideal’ garden. It comprises 
formal elements with more naturalistic planting. 


PAULA DEITZ 

Paula is editor of The Hudson 
Review, a New York magazine 
of literature and the arts. Her 
book, Of Gardens: Selected 
Essays, includes several articles 
first published in GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED. She interviews 
head gardener James Priest 

on page 62. 


“What greater pleasure than to walk and talk with James 
Priest in Monet's garden during different seasons? 


EDDIE JAMES 

Our crossword setter lives 
near Birmingham's Botanical 
Gardens. With the help of 

his wife, Jo, he has created 
puzzles for over 30 years 

for many publications, 
including the Guardian. 

You can have a go at his 
latest puzzler on page 126. 


"Atop crossword setter used to compose clues while gardening 
= but I find gardening is so relaxing, my mind goes blank!” 


STEPHEN ANDERTON 
Stephen was a professional 
gardener before becoming 
gardening correspondent for 
The Times and has written 
several books including a 
biography of Christopher Lloyd. 
He gardens in the Black 
Mountains, high above Brilley 
Court, which he visits on page 32. 


“This is @ warm, rustic garden, not fashion-hungry, just right 
for an old farmhouse.” 


BLOSS 


stainless steel modular planters 


109 MODULES \ 4 DEPTHS \ 3 HEIGHTS \ 100 RAL COLOURS \ 
11 SPECIAL FINISHES \ ACCESSORIES \ ENDLESS SOLUTIONS 


0208 938 3385 
www.blossplanters.com 
bloss@blossplanters.com 
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LECTURE 


Gardens Illustrated Lecture 


With Piet Oudolf and Jinny Blom 


Join us for this year’s inspirational GARDENS ILLUSTRATED talk at the 
Royal Geographical Society in London, Tuesday 21 May, 2013 


We are delighted to be hosting once again the GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED lecture, held at the Royal Geographical Society 


in London. This year our guest speakers are garden designer 


and nurseryman Piet Oudolf from the Netherlands, 
renowned internationally for his distinctive planting 
schemes, seen most recently in The High Line park in 
New York. Joining him will be Jinny Blom, award-winning 
garden designer, whose sumptuous plantings blend the 
formal and informal to romantic effect. 

Chaired by Tim Richardson, garden design critic and 
chairman of the Chelsea Fringe, the lecture promises to be 
informative and entertaining and a rare opportunity to see 
these two names comparing and contrasting their work. 

At time of going to press, the Premium tickets (which 
include a glass of Laurent-Perrier champagne, plus access 
to priority seating) have sold out, and standard tickets are 
selling fast. Book your ticket soon to avoid disappointment. 


Subscribers receive a discount on the price of tickets. 


Lecture Details 


+ Date Tuesday 21 May, 2013 

+ Venue Royal Geographical Society, 1 Kensington 
Gore, South Kensington, London SW? 2AR 

Order of Events 

+ 5.45pm Doors open for Premium tickets only. 
Laurent-Perrier champagne served 

+ 6.15pm Doors open for standard 
tickets. (Cash bar available) 


CHAMPAGNE 


— 


Law 


+ 7pm Lecture begins 
+ 8.30pm Q&A session concludes 
+ 9pm Doors close 


Tickets Cost 
+ Subscriber*: 


Standard ticket £20, or "emenee 
+ Non-subscriber: 
Standard ticket £25, or Pemunee 


TO BOOK ONLINE 
VISIT www. buysubscriptions.com/gardenslecture 


OR CALL 


UK 0844 245 6922' OVERSEAS +44 1795 592804 


Calls to this number from a BT fandline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. 
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Dobbies Essentials Bench £80", Dobbies Select Hand Trowel £4.50, Primroses from £1, Pre-planted Containers from £15 


Garden experts since 1865 |-Restaurant | 5 Year‘Guarantee on hardy plants | Container Planting Service | Expert al 


® Stores across the UK — check for details at www.dobbies.com 


Product prices are subject to change. All products shown are subject to availability, 


GARDEN CENTRES 


while stocks last. *Essentials bench has been painted; product is sold oiled in a natural colour. 


GARDENGIRL PRO i5'A PREMIUM LINE OF GARDENING CLOTHES 
AND ACCESSORIES) DESIGNEO For THE SISCERNING GARDENER. 
IN THIS)CINE/EXTRA.GSRE AND EMPHASIS (5 PUT 

ON/DETAILS AND FUNCTIONALITY. 4 
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Painting 
plant history 


Much of the greatness of the 
Chatsworth estate was due to Joseph 
Paxton (1803-1865), gardener to the 
6th Duke of Devonshire — himself a 
plant enthusiast and fully encouraging 
of Paxton’s horticultural vision. 

This partnership, which saw many 
exciting plants grown in Britain for the 
first time, is celebrated in an exhibition 
by artist Emma Tennant (the sister of 
the current Duke of Devonshire). 

Inspired by the 6th Duke's plant 
list, found in the Chatsworth archive, 
Emma painted some of the plants still 
grown at Chatsworth, while others on 
the list she grew from seed before 
painting them. Pictures in the 
exhibition include Cavendish Bananas: 
these were grown by Paxton in 1836 to. 
great success before he sent seedlings 
out to the Pacific region. One of these 
seedlings survived the journey as the 
forebear to all bananas grownin the 
Pacific. Also on show is Grapes 
‘Muscat of Alexandria’, which are highly 
desirable and labour-intensive 
hothouse grapes - at Chatsworth 
three gardeners ata time tend the 
vines - and Rhododendron barbatum, 
which will be in flower at Chatsworth — 
in early spring. 

From Seed to Watercolour: A 
Collection of Paintings by Emma 
Tennant. New Gallery, Chatsworth 
House, Derbyshire DE45 1PP. 

24 March-30 June 2013. Included 
inentry to the house. Details on 
01246 565300, www.chatsworth.org 
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Emma Tennant’s watercolours celebrate the 
plants and flowers ~ many of them histonc 
= growing on the Chatsworth estate. 
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WEBSITE 
Magnolia magnificence 


Tree specialists Reads Nursery have a new website 
focused specially on magnolias. All their stock has 
been hand grafted in Suffolk with many of the 
varieties hard to find in the UK. The site includes 
information about the various species, preparation 
and planting advice, and details on how to keep. 
magnolias in the best of health. Tel 01986 985555, 
www.magnoliatrees.co.uk 


OPEN DAY 


Herboretum events 
This is an exciting year for Jekka McVicar. 
Not only does she take on the role of 
President of the Herb Society for 2013- 
2014, but her pians continue apace for 
the Herboretum at her former herb 
nursery just outside Bristol, where she 
aims to display over 650 herb species. 
‘Alongside a range of courses and 
workshops, Jekka will also be opening 
the farm on a selection of Herb Fridays 
throughout the summer - this month 
on 12, 19, and 26 April. On these days 
visitors will be able to buy herbs and 
view the Herboretum as it progresses. 
Further details on 01454 418878, 
wwwjekkasherbfarm.com 


COURTING SUCCESS 
It’s nice to think that as 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED was 
starting out 20 years ago, so 
was furniture company Gaze Burvill. 
eT Their first design, created by Christian Gaze, 
Blooming sprouts was the Court Seat — something of a signature 
Teieais inthe developing:the Flower piece for the company and still a best seller. Made 
Sproutlooks ikeatiny cabbage with rly | i” gak with an elegantly curved back, the seat is 
leaves and purple streaks. The new : 7 ne 
vegetable hasasprout-likegrowinghabit. | Available in a range of sizes. To celebrate our joint 
butamuch sweeter; milder flavour mare anniversaries, Gaze Burvill is extending a 20% 
like kale. Sow seeds now for plants ready $ 

toctopoverthe winter months. Seeds discount to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED readers on all 
agi lay eareeracaaia Court Seat orders made before the end of April 2013. 


more information about the crop go to 


Wivwflowerspraiticomi Tel 01420 588444, wwwgazeburvill.com 
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brought to you by Bord Bia 
‘The Gathering of Gardeners’ 


Thursday 30° May-Monday 37 June 


Ireland's premier garden show - The best reason to visit Dublin! 


Thirty incredible showgardens, stunning floral pavillion, artisan food and craft villages, Ireland's top garden experts and chefs 
and world-renowned Irish hospitality. For special offers & tickets see www.bloominthepark.com 


ar show in the Phoenix Park - 


ain. And what a show! Great 
s. Drop what you're 


“Tlook forward to Bloom every year - a 
unique venue, inspirational gardens, great 
planting and such a friendly atme 
Andrew Wilson 

Garden Designer, Writer & RHS judge James Alexander-Sinciair 


= Garden Designer, Writer & Broadcaster 
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Growing the success of Irish food & horticulture Bord Bia 


Irish Food Board 


In association with: 


s x * 
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Greenhouses 


Awards season 


The Royal Hor 


ultural Society's system of 
Nn invaluable short-cut 


k well in the garden 


ine which cultivars gain this accolade. 
tis reviewed to ensure that 
The RHS 


nts being 


Regular trials 


while every ten years the comple 
d plants 


t completed it 


ward 


re still worthy candidates 
with 1,900 
ed and 1,400 added to give a recommended 7,000 herbs 
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A traditional timber glasshouse with a powder-coated 
aluminium roof. The character and beauty you only get 
from real timber, without the maintenance headaches. 


trees, shrubs, flowers and vegetables. www.rhs.org.uk/agmplants 


CUTTING REMARKS 
Japanese gardening tool: 
Niwaki’s range now includes the 
Kanenori loppers — strong blades of 
forged carbon steel, complemented 

by stout oak handles, at £75. And bs 
if you're a Niwaki fan it’s worth 

noting that for £12 your Niwaki- 
bought secateurs, clippers and shears 
can be serviced and returned to 

\? NTE = go prime working order. Tel 0845 474 


mi, wy 
it WAG, % p | 1041, www.niwaki.com 
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U ART IN THE 
Garden memories 
Alovely way to track the year andall your seasonal garden 
ctivities is to create an illustrated garden notebook. Gain 


Val Littlewood, whois to 
da series of monthly art workshops covering sketching and 


es, simple printmaking and writing on flora and fauna 


Can be taken 


Handmade with the same emphasis on quality as any of 
our bespoke designs, our 8’-2” wide ‘Arley’ greenhouses 
come in three lengths with a variety of options available 


individually or 
Rutlar 
book 


d, price £32 per workshop (discount with multiple 
Tel 01572 813200, www.barnsdalegardens.co.uk 


r’ - 
for more information call 01 
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Chris and Toby Marchant of Orchard Dene nursery talk 
about early spring performers. 13 April, 9 30am-3pm. 

£66 (£60 if booked online). West Dean College, West Dean. 
Nr Chichester, West Sussex PO18 OQZ. Tel 01243 811301, 
Wwww.westdean.org.uk 


Highlighting Woottens of € 
Wenhaston’s collection &S 
of 500 auriculas. with fag 

experts on hand and | © 

plants available for sale, 

13 April, 930am-Spm. 

The nursery’s display 

garden is also open from 

Tuesdays to Sundays 9.30am-4pm (April to October) 
Woottens of Wenhaston, Wenhaston, Halesworth, Suffolk 
IP19 QHD. Tel 01502 478258, www.woottensplants.com 


Arabella Lennox-Boyd's own garden is open twice during 
the tulip season for those who would like to share Arabella’s 
love of tulips. 14 April and 12 May, Llam-Spm. Gresgarth 
Hall, Caton, Lancaster LA2 9NB. Tel 01524 771838, 
www.arabellalennoxboyd.com/gresgarth/public htm! 


Batsford Arboretum holds the National Collection of 
Japanese Flowering Cherries, which — weather 
permitting - should be at their peak for the festival 
15-30 April, 10am-4.45pm. Arboretum entry £7. 
Batsford Park, Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire 
GL56 9AB. Tel 01386 701441, www.batsarb co.uk 


Garden designer and writer Lucy Summers gets you 

to think vertically about plants and planting spaces 

to make the most of smaller gardens and courtyards. 

16 April, 6.30-9pm, £45, Held in Brighton, East Sussex. 
Tel 01273 738207, www thehouseandgardenschool.co.uk 


View Alitex's range of greenhouse structures plus hear a talk 
by Matt Cusack, regional National Trust head ranger on life 
after the Hindhead Tunnel construction in Surrey. There's 
also the opportunity to buy plants from Marina Christopher 
of Phoenix Perennials. 20 April, 10am-2pm. Free. Torberry 
Farm, South Harting, Petersfield, Hampshire GU31 5RG. 

Tel 01730 826900, www.alitex.co.uk 


Show gardens, specialist plant nurseries, demonstrations 
and a range of garden sundries to buy. 25-28 April 
9.30am-5.30pm (4.30pm Sunday). Tickets from £12 
Great Yorkshire Showground, Harrogate, North Yorkshire 
HG2 8NZ, Tel 01423 546158, wwwflowershow org.uk 


Experience the majesty 
of mature trees 


Our trees start from £100 Ae 


at Majestic Trees is very impress 
team enthusiasm for the client’s needs 
lent. The nursery ru 
are and attention to detail 
¢ delivered to site 


am ’ 
DELIVERED * PLANTED * GUARANTEED 


mayestic 


e s 


01582 843881 


T 


Majestic Trees is open tenpon 
Monday to Friday AIRFGRY 
8.30am - 5pm and 

Saturday 10am - 4pm’ 

Saturd. 


Chequers Hill, Fl: 
My NrStAlbans, F 
SUNN “Tel: 01582 843881 Fax 
EEGEMD  <-mail: info@majesticgroup.co.uk 
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Opera “/ the garden 


Some of the finest gardens in the UK also host some of the best 
operatic performances. Here's a selection of note this year 


GLORIOUS COUNTRY ESTATE 
Garsington Opera at Wormsley, 
Buckinghamshire 

The venue for Garsington Operaisa 
country estate complete with its own deer 
park and cricket ground, Each June and 
July the company stages firm favourites as 
wellas rarely performed works. Highlights 
of 2013 include Mozart's Die Entfahrung 
aus dem Serail and Rossini’s Maometto 
‘Secondo. The venue opens at 3.30pm and 
along interval allows guests to admire the 
rose garden and sweeping lawns. Meet 
friends in the champagne bar, picnic by the 
water's edge or dine in a marquee. 

01865 368201, www.garsingtonopera.org 


WORLD-LEADING OPERA 
Glyndebourne, East Sussex 

The 1,200-seat theatre in the grounds of 
Glyndebourne Houses one of the great 
opera houses of the world. From May to 


August it features six productions, with 
2013 highlights including Verdi's Falstaff 
and Britten's Billy Budd, With grounds 
opening to guests at 3pm anda 90-minute 
interval, there is time for a leisurely picnic 
or to explore the gardens. There are formal 
borders, an urn garden. the Figaro garden 
anda vegetable garden, as well as an 
orchard meadow and croquet lawn. 

01273 813813, www.glyndebourne.com 


STAGED BY A ROMANTIC RUIN 

Grange Park Opera, Hampshire 

Grange Park Opera has a rural parkland 
setting, beside the ruin of a 19th-century 
Greek revival house set beside a lake. The 
company stages performances ina 550- 
seat auditorium and special schemes give 
subsidised tickets to under-35s. In 2013 
the programme includes Poulenc's Les 
Carmélites and Tchaikovsky's Eugene 
Onegin. There is a restaurant, picnic marquee 


and a champagne bar. Grounds openat 
3.30pm and guests can enjoy a picnic on 
the terrace or parterre of the house 
01962737360, 
www.grangeparkopera.co.uk 


DELIGHTFUL ITALIANATE GARDENS 
Mord Arts, Wiltshire 

The Grade listed hillside gardens 
created by architect Harold Peto at 

ford Manor are the setting for an 
intimate jazz and opera festival each 
summer. Operais staged in the round 
for an audience of just 90 in the garden's 
Italianate Cloister building. Highlights for 
2013 include Verdi's La Traviata and 
Offenbach’s La Vie Parisienne. Gates 
open at 6pm with most events starting 
at 7.30pm anda 30-minute interval. 
Visitors may enjoy a peaceful summer's 
evening picnic in the tranquil gardens, 
01225 868124, wwwifordarts.co.uk 
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CONVERTED COTSWOLD BARN 
Longborough Festival Opera, 
Gloucestershire 

Longborough Festival Operais British 
country house opera with an ambitious 
programme, In 2013 it will present 
Wagner's epic Der Ring des Nibelungen 
aswell as Puccini's La Bohéme. In the 
heart of the Cotswolds, Longborough 
overlooks the Evenlode valley. 
Performances start at 6.30pm witha 
90-minute interval. Guests may picnic in 
the grounds or book place ina marquee, 
restaurant or a private dining venue 
01451 830292, www.lfo.org.uk 


GREEN OASIS IN LONDON 
Opera Holland Park, London 

Holland Park is a peaceful refuge in West 
London, with 54 acres of parkland, 
woodland and gardens, including the ruins 
of a Jacobean mansion that form the 
backdrop to an open-air theatre. The 
season runs from June to August and the 
2013 bill includes Bizet's Les Pécheurs de 
Perles, Todd's Alice's Adventures in 
Wonderland and Puccini's Madame 
Butterfly. Holland Park has several formal 
garden areas to explore. There's a bar in the 
theatre, or you can pienic in the park. 

020 7361 3570, 
www.operahollandpark.com 


FETE CHAMPETRE ATMOSPHERE 

West Green House, Hampshire 

West Green House Garden offers a series 
of delightful spaces surrounding a beautiful 
18th-century house. In 2013 West Green 
presents Weill’s The Threepenny Opera and 
Offenbach’s Tales of Hoffmann. The garden 
opens at Spm for 7pm performances - 
and there's plenty to explore. The series 

of garden ‘rooms’ include a grand water 
staircase and a Persian water garden. 
During the 75-minute interval guests may 
enjoy a picnic on the lawn or book a pavilion 
by the lake. A light show is a spectacular 
addition to the evening. 

01252 844.611, 
www.westgreenhouse.co.uk 


ARTS AND CRAFTS GARDEN 
Woodhouse Copse, Surrey 

Woodhouse Copse isan Arts and Crafts 
house set in a woodland garden designed 
by Gertrude Jekyll. Itis the home of society 
Music at Woodhouse. which runs a series 
of classical concerts (held in a small hall), 
and opera, perfomed in an amphitheatre 
overlooking a lake. In early September 2013 
Woodhouse will be staging Bizet's Carmen. 
Picnics, walks in the gardens and boat rides 
are very much part of the experience. 
01306 730956, 
www.woodhousesounds.com 


GARSINGTON OPERA 
ATWORMSLEY 


Touring operas 


Bampton Classical Opera 
Bampton Classical Opera stages accessible 
performances with arelaxed atmosphere. Its 
2013 productionsinclide Mozart's LaFinta 
‘Semplice at The Deanery Garden (19-20 July) 
andat Westonbirt School (25 August), 
01993 851876, www.bamptonopera.org, 


Garden Opera Company 
Garden Opera Company tours scaled-down 
productions performedin English. This year 
therepertoire includes Bizet's Carmen at 
Stubbings Nursery in Berkshire (26°27 July), 
‘and Verdi's La Traviata at Inner Temple Garden 
inLLondon (20 June). 

0207241 3563, www.gardenopera.co.uk 


Iiyria 
liyria tours open-air theatres witha small cast 
andnew talent. In2013 they visit Hever Castle 
inkent with Gilbert and Sullivan's The Mikado 
(@ August), Guests may enter from 6.30pm for 
Spm, Call 01763 866114 or vist the website at 
wiv heverfestival co.uk for tickets, 


‘woewillyria.uk.com 


London Festival Opera 
This private opera company brings together 
artists from British companies including the 
Royal Opera and English National Opera. In 
2013its performances include highlights of 
Bizet’s Carmen hosted at Crow's Hallin Suffolk 
(25May).Gates openat 4pm. Vist the website 
-atwww.crows:hallcom for tickets. 
02072235456, 

www londonfestivalopera.co.uk 


v 


Discover the secret 
of elegant. gardens... 


POR GARDENS. 

ILLUSTRATED READERS: 

QUOTE CODE;GI over 
phone oF online 


" 


RHS Wisley \ 


www.agriframes.co.uk | 0845 260 4450 (local rate) 


dig in gardening talent 


Neil Hoad 


Now part of the garden team at Powis Castle, horticulture is Neil's 
second career, after moving on from furniture restoration to take a place 
on the National Trust Careership Scheme just three years ago 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest gardening memory Visiting my grandparents’ garden and 
helping to collect runner beans for dinner. 

First plant love | don't really have a first plant love, | just remember 
the family gardens of my youth as being safe places where | could 
be free to create any adventures that my imagination could conjure. 
Who has inspired your career the most? Changing careers after 
25 years as a cabinet maker and furniture restorer was a big step to 
take and Simon Larkin, head gardener at Lytes Cary Manor where | 
did some volunteer work, really helped me on my way by sending 
me on training courses and passing on his knowledge to me. 

Three most worthwhile tips for every gardener Right plant for 
right place, don't persevere trying to grow a plantin the wrong, 
position or soil type, life is too short. Ifa favourite plant dies, look on 
itas an opportunity to try something new, not as a loss. Make sure 
you leave yourself time to sit back and enjoy all of your hard work. 
Dream plant destination That would be Japan. The symbolism 
and the use of different elements to create a harmonious whole is 
something that | greatly admire and it would be fantastic to explore 


the wider landscape of the country to see the natural elements that 
inspire this approach to gardening. 

Unsung hero of the plant world The lawn — they are generally 
abused and neglected over the course of a year but provide an 
important breathing space in between the hustle and bustle of the 
borders and planting schemes that people always focus on. 

What principles have guided your attitude to horticulture? If a 
job is worth doing. it's worth doing well.| also appreciate the way the 


National Trust takes a more considered approach to work and projects. 


What plant would you take with you if you had to leave a 
garden in a hurry? | would probably take a Cercicliphyllum 
japonicum as itis a really good tree for three seasons, especially the 
golden leaves in autumn that have that unique candy floss smell 
Favourite gardening book Ken Thompson's An Ear to the Ground 
really helped me when | was going through my careership exams. 
His books give a clear understanding of the science and botany of 
the plant word, presenting it in a very readable format. 

+ Contact email address: neil. hoad@nationaltrust.org.uk 
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Tulipa ‘R e 
A flawless and exciting lily-flowered tulip, 
with vivid, deep ruby red flowers and 
outwardly reflexed petals resulting in a 
rather exotic yet elegant figure. The flowers 
glisten in a silky sheen, reflecting the light 
as they hold themselves proud on upright 
slender stems. Used en masse, ‘Red Shine’ 
makes a dramatic impression, opening wide 
‘on warm sunny days to reveal its murky 
violet blue centre. Flowers keep their shape 
for a remarkably long time, eventually 
becoming quite lax with age. Looks amazing 
performing among a carpet of rich green 
young lupin leaves before being swallowed 
up by its advancing host. Remains perennial 
ifit likes you. 


60cm x 15cm. 
Raised in 1955 by CV Hybrida 
Sun in moist, well-drained Soll 


April/May. 


RHS H4, USDAGa-9B Se 


% 


dig in nurseryman’s favourites 


April plants 


Spring is well and truly here, which means tulips dominate 
this month's choice of the finest plants for your garden 


FERGUS GARRETT SHARON PEARSON 


‘A single late, shallow-cupped chubby tulip 
held on sturdy stems, with flowers washed in 
intricate shades of lavender and mauve, paler 
around the edges. With age the colour 
intensifies as the petals pucker and twist, 
casting shadows on itself. With a rise in 


Fergus Garrett isa temperature the flowers open, revealing an 
Plantsmanandhead enchanting base suffused in waves of marbled 
gardener at Great Fé ‘ 
Bivter In East metallic blue, with turquoise stained filaments 
Sussex. He also carrying charcoal black anthers around a 
lectures, writes and creamy white pistil, Old bulbs regularly 
serves on Royal 4 > fii ‘ 
eae ‘break, resulting in dramatic flowers streaked 
Society committees in purple, mauve and white (as pictured). 
55cm x 15cm. 
Raised 1916 by EH Krelage & Son. 
USDA 3a-9b. 
Full sun in moist but well- 
drained soil 
April-May. 


r adus ‘Colorata 


A charming medium-sized open textured 
tree characterised by a distinctly gaunt 
appearance. Its loose, rounded crown is, 
made up of a criss-cross of long thin, dark 
coloured drooping branches, which in spring 
are dressed in reddish bronze leaves. These 
fade to sombre green. The gappy five- 
petalled flowers are pale pink with creamy 
green centres. Small, rounded, bitter fruit 
With glossy skins follow before autumn turns 
the scene orange red. 


12mx6m. 
Aclone of the native Bird Cherry 
discovered in Sweden in the 1950s. 
RHS H4, USDA 3a-8b, 
Full sun. Best on neutral to 
alkaline, moist yet well-drained soils. 
April-May for foliage and flowers 
October-November for autumn colour. 


*Holds an Award 

cof Garden Merit 
from the Royal 
Horticultural Society 
Hardiness ratings 
given where available 


a 


Pyrus pashia 


Ahighly variable small spiny tree, awkward 
and gawky when young with long reaching 
branches stretching outwards lopsidedly. 
With age chaos gives way to grace and 
elegance as a distinct open and oval crown, 
develops. Flowers are white, blushed pink in 
bud, and punctuated with a galaxy of 
prominent dark red anthers, They are 
carried in compact clusters on downward 
arching stems smothering the tree from tip 
to toe in spring. Fruit resembling miniature 
russet apples follow. 


SHI/SPREAD 842m x 6m, 
iS Wide distribution from Afghanistan, 
throughout the Himalayan region from, 
Burma to western China. 

Sun to semi-shade, most soils. 


RDINESS F USDA 5a-9b 
EASON Flowering March-April 
Crete 
Places Creteisheavenfor 
= botanising, as it provides 2 
to visit home for over 1.700 species 
of wld plants. It may seem 
Fergusshares some of ui Panis tm 
his favourite places to sesing plant communities 
see plants at their best. _flourishingin the wildis 


an essential part of a 
gardener's education. If you 
really want to do your 
homework, be sure to goto 
specific locations such as, 


‘A showy forget-me-not, which thankfully 
has escaped the dwarfing curse of modern 
plant breeders. Relatively compact compared 
to the wild species, but still able to extend its 
arms through neighbours, inking the border 
community together. Its bright flowers, 
pierced by a pretty yellow eye, are slightly 
darker than the norm, and are held in loose 
helicoid cymes, densely packed to make a 

sea of blue. This abundance has earned it a 
glowing reputation among gardeners. Best 
sown in situ or in pots (June or July), pricked 
out and grown on before transplanting. 


30cm x 20cm. 
Selection of the European species 
‘Myosotis sylvatica. 
Sun/part shade in most soils. 
USDA 3a-8b. 
Flowering April-June. 


Tulipa saxatilis subsp bakeri on 
the Plateautof Omalos, Crete: 


lata 

This willowy fritillary has widely open 
hanging cups of pale creamy green flowers, 
faintly chequered on the outside and more 
dramatically tartan within. These hang off 
Jong slender grey-green stems softened by a 
lattice work of thin, arching, grey-green 
leaves arranged in whorls. Towards the top 
the leaves gradually develop into curling. 
tendrils that twist and turn, giving the plant 
great movement and providing a trellis work 
within which the enchanting dangling bells 
can be shown off. Apparently, bulbs are 
cooked and candied in its native land. 


1 60cm x 30cm, 
Altai Mountains in northwest 
China to Russia. 
Rich, well-drained soil in full 
sun or semi-shade. 
Flowering April-May. 


the Plateau of Omalos to see 
drifts of Tulipa saxatiis 
subsp, bakeri 


Great Dixter 

Always a great place to 
visit, but spring is 
particularly fascinating at 
Great Dixter, where a wide 
range of tulips are used 
throughout the borders, 
integrated into permanent 
plantings in broad drifts as 


dig in nurseryman’s favourites 


Himal lar a f 
An exceptional bamboo that is unequalled in 
movement, beauty and elegance. Not the 
hardiest, but easy to grow if given shelter and 
semi-shade. First-year canes are naked, rich 
olive-green with brownish purple-stained 
joints. The following year the stems arch over 
heavily, weighed down by greenery, 
showering the ground with long narrow 
foliage arranged like fingers, Every March 
these older leafy shoots are pruned to the 
ground leaving behind a stark and dramatic 
skeleton — the effect is simply stunning. 


5m x 4m, 
\GIN'S Native to northeast Himalaya, 
Nepal and Bhutan, 

Cool sunny spot or semi- 
shade in rich, moist but well-drained soil 
USDA 8b-11 
f All year round, 


well as in pots and bedding 


displays. The meadows will walk, woodland garden 
be in ull swing with large _andalpine scree. It's small 
populations of snakeshead and old fashioned, but 
fritillaries and wild orchids. rather than being a 
Northiam, Rye, East disadvantage, this forms 
‘Sussex TN3L6PH. great part of its appeal. 
Tel 01797 252878, Willowbridge, Market 
www greatdixter.co.uk Drayton, Shropshire 
TF9.4EU. 
‘The Dorothy CliveGarden Te! 01630 647237, 
Anintimate garden in North —_ www.dorothyclive 
Staffordshirewith spring _garden.co.uk 


blankets of bulbs, a camellia 


A species with distinct glossy, fresh green 
leaves rolled inwards and characteristically 
reflexed. The globular flowers are made up 
of broad pointed petals, each brushed with a 
well-defined, broad yellow base, rimmed 
with white. This blotch is so prominent that 
the flowers, borne on short stems, look 
noticeably bicoloured in crass pink and 
yellow. Not flamboyant but full of cheer. 
‘Was thought to be the same species as 
Tidlipa saxatilis subsp. bakeri but recent 
chromosome counts have separated the two. 


3 20cm x 10cm. 
Grows on rocky slopes, crevices, 
and uncultivated fields scattered around 
Crete, Karpathos, Rhodes and Turkey. 
USDA 3a-9b. 
Full sun in most soils. 
April 


na 

Beautifully proportioned with long graceful 
stems supporting narrow-hipped and 
bell-bottomed lily flowers. The petals are 
slightly incurved at first but relax and 
improve in shape. An outstanding 
performer, long-lasting in bloom, weather 
resistant, uniform and orderly — making it 
exceptional in bedding where its jagged 
silhouette, when used appropriately, can 
create patterns like a sultan’s kaftan, More 
perennial than other tulips. Scents the air 
with a sweet fragrance of tangerines. 


60cm x 150m. 
Hybridised by JF van den Berg & 
Sons and registered in 1980. 
RHS H4, USDA 4a-8b. 
Full sun in any moist but 
well-drained soil 
Flowers April-May. 


Sir Harold Hillier Gardens 
Started by Sir Harold Hillier 
Jn 1953 and now covering 
180 acres with a diverse 
collection of hardy trees and 
shrubs from around the 
World, Always interesting, 
always beautiful. 

Jermyns Lane, Romsey, 
Hampshire SO51 0QA. 

Tel 01794 369317/318, 
www3.hants.gov.uk/ 
hilliergardens 
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“| didn’t even have 
time for a holiday after 


the course. | had 
commissions lined up.” 


Stephane Lustig www.lustigoutdoordesign.co.uk 
Recently qualified garden design graduate 


The Inchbald School of Garden Design enabled me 

to turn my life around. | was cabin crew for 13 years 
before I finally took a leap of faith and signed up for the 
diploma. Now I’m a busy garden designer. | couldn’t 
have even imagined a better outcome than this. 


Diploma in Garden Design course provides a thorough 


enabling students to enter garden 


nal level. It is an inter 


ive year-long 


urse, requiring commitment from you, but as such enables 


idards in a relatively short time. 


omplexity as the 


ional 


ive tutoring by prof 


upported by lectur 
and practical issues by renowned garden 


ionals, 


The Inchbald School of Design gives careers advice, and 


Jen design school have sloping 


for over 


day a week 


ational diploma course offers students 


simple paving to advanced step « 


n, they will study the 


5 skills needed to confidently design walls, fences, 


structures and water features together with lighting and 


irigation. Students will also acquire the knowledge necessary 
to produce construction drawings. 
Students are taken through the principles and practices 


good business and also have the opportunity to set up as 


2, Whilst on the course 


Traders, with gui 


month part-time 


igh the design process so that you 


\wn garden or living space. With ongoing 


d advice from a practising professional and backed 


xpertly produced course 


materials, you will develop 


roduce a scheme 


t meets your 


dif you 
ending 


dig in gardener’s notes 


Pale shoots of spring 


With life taking hold of your garden in all its disordered glory, now is the time 
to get out there, do battle with pests, and bring some discipline to your plot 


LIALEENDERTZ 


Support herbaceous plants 

Increasing day-length lures me outside, and it’s having the same 
effect on the garden’s pale green shoots. They are all perfection now 
but they will not always be so sturdy and flawless, and I am forcing 
myself to look ahead to their future downfall. My supports are rough 
and improvised: twiggy hazel stems pushed into the ground and 
bent and woven into each other. What matters is that they are there 
at all. The plants then grow through these lattice-like supports and — 
when their less pert time comes —drape elegantly over, still 
supported at the base, Of course I have occasionally done this in late 
June in a panic, ater first signs of the flop, and the result is more 
awkward trussing than elegant draping, Act pre-emptively. 


Nurse self seeders 

Sometimes self seeders get a bit carried away, germinating so thickly 
there is no hope of maturity, or placing themselves helpfully 
mid-path, A satisfying spring job is to head out into the garden with 
a trowel and a bucket to lft the skirts of bigger plants and seek out 
seedlings that are not where I want them, Foxgloves wedged up 
against each other, Verbena bonariensis that will bloom unseen 

up the centre of a hedge, alchemillas that will be mowed out of 

nce: all can be teased up and replanted where I choose, or 

into litte pots of compost. 


exis 


Plant up dahlia tubers 

Thave only ever planted a dahlia tuber straight into the ground once. 
Once was enough. Each tender morsel of green it produced 
disappeared almost in moments. It kept trying, again, and again, 
until eventually it ran out of puff and gave it al up. Slugs’ love for 
dahlias takes the plant out of the just plant it and hope for the best” 
department. Plant it and they will eat it. Once the foliage is older it 
isnot quite so attractive, or at least itis tough enough to stand a 
chance against slugs, so I'm planting in big, deep plastic pots in the 
greenhouse for now. They will be planted out in a month or so. 


Things to do 
Look out for bright red lly beetles, and squash them on sight. 

Pot containerised plants into slightly larger pots. 

Sow hardy annuals such as calendula and trapaeolum into the ground 
Increase watering and start feeding houseplants. 

Make regular evening trips around the garden, collecting slugs. 


Lift and divide perennial herbs such as chives and mint in order 
to make more plants. 


PETRABORNER 
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u ITALIAN TERRACE C \ (ace te fitthe contews 


of awemans hands 


i Breathable 
er Stretch 
» Fabric 


Machine 
washable 


* Fashion 4 ee 
* Function “S ls 


* Protection Reinforced 


Fingertips 


VASES * OIL JARS * PLAQUES * STATUARY 
01284 789666 italianterrace.co.uk ethelgloves.co.uk 


THE 
TTrostisia D 
COMPANY 
Exe a 


Distinctive Design Quality Painted & Finished 


= 
= 
< 
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Leading natural stone 
paving supplier 


We design, build and install wooden sheds of the highest quality 
Download our new brochure at Offering both a set range and bespoke design service, our sheds are 


www.globalstonepaving.co.uk built fo last, extremely functional and above all look superb. 


@ 01544 387101 
www.theposhshedcompany.co.uk 


\s it time for a shed you can be proud of? 


dig in shop front 


PHOTOG) 


f Sy hie eae 
11 Adirondacktinspiréd oalk Teuingers also availate™ cedar or 
painted pine. From:£699 €achyplys VAT & delivery. Bespoke foat 
stool, rom £169 (not picttiedY. Oak tabsler$179, all from Sifting 
Spiritually, 01297 443084, vwwvsittingspirittay cook Revie 
DAB Roberts ra prices from £160;caik Roberts on C1709 


571722, or Visit www-robeHsradicica.uk for stockists. "Blogsom =: 


Tree’ handmade notebook, £9.95, froftOswelt's, 01833 620084, 
ww co.uk. Cushions from Etoile Hore, prices starting 
from £28, 07961 392399, wuwetoiléhome.com andl frory Efily 
Burningham, prices from £45, 020 7A31 0361, wuwerily 
burningham.com: Sea blue Eastbourne trug, £59, Burford 
Garden Company, 01993 823117, www.burford 


revealits potential, 


A : 
but aoe harm in ivi a - hand 


Signe AMYIGRENHAM 
,. : 
; 


dig in shop front 


6 When iS wheelbarrow nota wheelbarrow? 
Whenit is used aa seat. This Juliette’ barrow 
was designed by Chris Eckersley, Price £895, 
contact Chris Eckersley, 01544 388165, ww, 
chriseckersley.co.uk. Vintage fork stylist's own. 


2 Spring cleaning the shed? These metal-edged 
‘lass boxes with chalkboard panels are a great way 
to gather up and label your gardening paraphernalia 
Available in large, £24 and small £18.50, from Cox & 
Cor, 0844 858.0744, www.coxandcox.co.uk 
Handmade notebooks from Oswell, as before. 

3 Raw clay concrete planters, perfect for indoor or 
outdoor use. £29.95 fora set of three from The 
Balcony Gardener, 0207 431 5553, ww. 
thebalconygardenercom 

‘4 Bring aitle spring inside with some cut flowers 
from the garden, These steel ‘Genzo’ snips are great 

for general gardening, £24 from Navaki, 0845 
4741041, wwwwuniwakicom. Sea blue Eastbourne trug 
from Burford Garden Company, as before. 

5 Dodge the April showers with this traditional 
‘Landscape’ umbrella, £25, or ‘Birds’ umbrella, £16, 
from Victoria & Albert Museum Shop, 020 7942 
2696, wwrw.vandashop.com 


Shot on location at Tormarton Court, 
South Gloucestershire, with kind permission. 
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SMALL SHIPS — BIG EXPERIENCES WITH NOBLE CALEDONIA - BOOK EARLY AND SAVE £800 PER COUPLE 


Island Hopping in the Azores 


go aboard the MS Island Sky 


A voyage around the Azores archipe 
13th to 25th April 2014 


Tired of the Medite Not interested in the W dies or further afield? Then t scnientialeonaiier 
the att f the Azores. For tt i nformative cruise around so: | 
untou ands, t off Fe in 1 ’ 10 m 
the nine \ bundant 
tyle. 1 y 1 king t 1 verd ad 
where time appears to be standing sti assy esac eae 
their custom nt rui dt 
The Itinerary Day 4 - Flores & Corvo. Name 
Day 1 - London t6 Ponta Delgada after its abundant flora, Flore 
Sao Miguel. Fly by scheduled fight ften re —_ 
Via Lisbon and, upon arrival, transfer to Azores. A : 


the MS Island Sky for em 
Day 2 - Sao Miguel, Today 
xplore the Furnas Valley, an enor 
alle 


us outside decks, All suite 


f Rocha dk 


diverse voleanic activity and we ely decorated public rooms incl 


the famous lake, surrounded by ibrary and a single 


the cal 
Afte 


Days 9 to 11 -At 


Day 3 ~ Terceira. This morning 


explore Angra do Heroism 


Days 12 - Tresco, UK. Thi 


charming UNESCO h 


cope 


the fortification 


Prices & Inclusions 

Special offer prices per person based on double occupancy start from 
£3995 for a standard forward suite to £6495 for an owner's balcony suite. 
Suites for sole use from £6095. 


Price Includes: 


n 020 7752 0000 f 
er eque: ¢ at www.noble-caledonia.co.uk 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM Gize 


Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS |LLUSTRATED, Freepost 
‘SEA5894, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF (You may photocopy this form) 


[1 YES, | would like to subscribe to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 


PAYMENT OPTION 1 - Direct Debit 


C1 UK DIRECT DEBIT ~ Just £16.75 every six issues by Direct Debit 
‘SAVING 31% + BOOK (Please complete formbelow) 


Instructions to your Bank/Building Society to pay by Direct Ds 
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Signature(s) Date e 9 
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(EUROPE credit/debit card or Pes "£4997 for 2 sues 

(CJ REST OF WORLD credit/debit card or cheque ~ £59,97 for 12 issues 

LU lenclose a cheque made payable to Immediate Media Co Bristol Ltd 
for the amount off... 


LL | would lke to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card: 
ClVisa [Mastercard )Maestro 


card ne, QOOOODOOOO0o0000000 
Expiry date LILIJZLILJ Issue no, (Maestro only) LJ] 


. Date 
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GIFT SUBSCRIPTION (Recipient details) 
(1 would like to give a gift subscription of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: 
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Postcode 


Emailaddress 


3 Fred and sang avaiable Ukresiderisony Save iat by 
Freep subectoavalabity GARDENS LUSTRATED racervestherghttosendanalteratneottnesamevaie 
‘our pftwilbesent separate within 23ays. Offer ends 25 April2013. 
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©@ Free book — RHS Small Garden 
Handbook worth £20* 


@ Just £16.75 every 6 issues by 
Direct Debit — saving 31%* 


@ Never miss an issue of your 
favourite magazine 


@ Free UK delivery direct to your door 
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Kindle Fire devices and from Zinio.com 
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WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO GARDENS ILLUSTRATED TODAY 


RHS Small 
Garden 


Sune tie SMALL 
Garden designer Andrew Wilson GA R D E N 
guides you through the process of 3 H A | D BOO K 


MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR OUTDOOR SPACE 


Royal. Horticultural Socigty 


planning, planting and maintaining 
asmall garden. With everything 
from expert design advice on 
boundaries, hedges and 

fences to clever ideas 

for containers and storage, 

every gardener will gain 
confidence in creating a 

garden to enjoy no matter 

how small the plot. 
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www.buysubscriptions.com/gardensillustrated 
OR CALL OUR SUBSCRIBER HOTLINE ON 0844 844 0253+ 
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| 
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‘kitchen garden bursts intoute in. 
pring with Tuliba 4 | 
4 


he 


In brief. 

Naine Erilley Court 

What Late 20th:century'gardeni 

around a 16th-ceritury farmbioxise, 

Where Deep rural Herefordshire, 

near Hay-orFWye. 5 

SizeThree acres, plus the’stvel-acre, 

waoded valley. 

Climate By British standards, warm summers, 

not tos dry, afd coldwinters. 

Soil Well-drained, fertile, red stony !Sam, 

Points of interest Ornamental kitehenand 

cutting gardens plus a wootléd valley os 
~Of flowering trees and sfirubs. 


hhere is nothing so promising as a 
young avenue like the one that leads to 
Brilley Court. It runs through rolling 
farmland on the northern slopes of the Wye 
Valley in Herefordshire, looking south to the 
dark scarps of Wales’ Black Mountains. In 
the pasture either side are clumps of young 
trees in the manner of a landscape park, but 
this is in fact a farm (‘court’ is the old 
Herefordshire word for a wealthy farm.) 

A farmhouse appears, and working 
barns, and you can see the garden at last, 
with the timber-framed 16th-century core 
of Brilley Court at its centre. 

Formerly a run-down farm, Rosanna 
Bulmer and her husband David have turned 
it into a charming and ambitious country 
garden. This is cider country and David is a 
member of the Bulmers cider family. 
Rosanna came here from Sussex aged only 
26, but keen to make a garden, “There was 
no des 


igner,” she admits, “I'd rather make 
my own mistakes than pay others to make 
them for me.” And so she made a start. 

The house is L-shaped and some of the 
yard was already walled so she completed the 
square with a picket fence, turned the yard 
into an undulating lawn with a terrace 
tucked in to the house, and started planting 
borders. “You start with so many 
preconceptions,” she remembers, "and they 
are all wrong. I wanted it to be green, grey 
and white and I was rigid about it at first, but 
sense prevailed and plants that suit the site 
came in. Welsh poppies, blucbells...” Today 


Herefordshire garden 


her great loves are delphiniums, oriental 
poppies, alliums, tulips and tree peonies, 

Time passed and, hearing Lady Ross of 
Chirk Castle declaim that “One should never 
be afraid to move anything!” she took stock. 
Walls replaced the picket fence and the 
potager was moved outside the walls, its old 
grid of paths re-employed as an enclosed 
cutting garden. Greenhouses arrived. 

Where its narrow grass paths crossed, 
the cutting garden was given a little gazebo 
covered in carefully trained whitebeam. 
Sorbus aria ‘Lutescens’ and two cork oaks 
flanked the gate, brought from Spain as, 
acorns. The idea of standard honeysuckles 
came from Hatfield House and Rosanna’s 
hero Lady Salisbury. 

The new kitchen garden is also formal, 
with crossing paths and closely trained 
apples. There are herbs, low box hedges, a 
huge fig and, as a centrepiece, an imported 
mature apple which, when installed by a 
Bulmer, caused smiles, A lattice door has 
been made in the outer boundary to create a 
vista from the kitchen window right through 
the main garden, the cutting garden and 
kitchen garden, to the fields beyond. 

In the mid-80s Rosanna took in an 
adjacent seven-acre, stream-centred valley 
that runs down one side of the garden. Here 
the chaos of vegetation was reduced to an 
open matrix of oaks, thorns, holly and field 
maples. Summerhouses were set up at top 
and bottom, with a bridge halfway down, 


Top left The cutting garden is centred on a gazebo of carefully trained whitebeams, Sorbus aria 


‘Lutescens; surrounded by four standard honeysuckles. 


Top right Box hedging is used to define the beds in the kitchen garden, 
Bottom left An avenue of apple trees underplanted with narcissi forms the boundary between 


the house and woodland gardens. 


Bottom right Blue Camassia lechtlinii subsp. suksdorfi thrive in the rich, red Herefordshire soil 
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Herefordshire garden 


nha fra er pseudoplatanus 
pittk-tinged 


galistie 


fiantissimum with i 


as a focal point to this ri 


“Bluebells and stitchwort, campion, wood 
anemones — what could be better?” 


> and circuit paths at high and low level. 
‘Then garden trees were added: Metasequoia 
and Taxodium by the stream; groups of 
Magnolia x wieseneri, snake-bark maples and 
paperbark maples. By the water there is 
Gunnera manicata, enormous in such 
shelter, and sheets of Trachystemon orientalis, 
ice blue in flower but more telling as a 
foliage plant for shade. 

Rosanna loves her native ground flora: 
“Bluebells and stitchwort, campion, wood. 
anemones — what could be better?” she asks. 
Perhaps a love of naturalistic gardening is a 
symptom of age? Certainly Rosanna feels 
that another time she would blur the lines of 
the garden around the house, make it softer, 
the borders not quite so distinct. Yet still the 


house garden has a meadowy look under the 
trees around its edges, with naturalised wild 
daffodils, snake's head fritillaries, cowslips 
and bluebells. But they are there because 
they are loved, not to follow the fashion. 
‘The result isa comfortable, lived-in garden. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

‘Address Brilley Court, Whitney-on-Wye, 
Herefordshire HR3 6JF. 

Contact Rosanna Bulmer. 

Tel 01497 831467. 

Email rosebulmer@hotmail.com 

Open Sunday 28 April from 1.30-6pm. 
Admission £4 adults, children free. 
Groups welcome by appointment. 


Rosanna’s recommendations for combining tulips 
Plant them close enough to make a bold effect. Too widely spaced they become pointless. 


‘Try the lily-flowered varieties if you want the most graceful heads 


Personal 


,Inever lift tulips to store them — they usually survive in the ground. 


‘Queen of Night’ and 'West Point’ both thrive from year to year. 


Black tulips such as Queen of Night’ and Jan Reus’ mix excellently with forget-me-nots. 


Tulips look good dotted between the paving cracks of an informal terrace. 
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of Rosanna 
Bulmer’s favourite 
spring plants 


1. Camassia leichtlinii subsp. 
suksdorfii Caerulea Group 
Athrilling electric blue, and as 
happy in rough grass as ina border. 
It bulks up easily into strong clumps. 
RHS H3-H4, USDA 5a-9b! 


2 Buxus sempervirens 

Low box hedges make the perfect foil for 
tulips, hiding the bulbs’ bare bases and 
providing substance. AGM*. 

RHS H4, USDA 6a-8b. 


3 Narcissus poeticus 
One of the last narcissi to flower, the 
pheasant eye has only a very short 
trumpet but what a glorious perfume. 
USDA 4a-IL 


4 Auriculas 
Garden auriculas are easy to grow 
in pots and are one of the season's 
earliest sophisticated flowers. 


5 Meconopsis cambrica 

Seeds itself around a garden, providing an 
endless supply of cheerful golden flowers. 
RHS H4, USDA 3a/11 


6 Polygonatum x hybridum 
‘Anelegant perennial for cool, woodland 
soils and light shade, it builds up into 
dense colonies, Beware its sawtlies. 
AGM. RHS H4. 


7 Acer pseudoplatanus 
‘Brilliantissimum’ 

Striking for its shrimp pink foliage, this 
needs a woodland position where its later- 
season drabness is not conspicuous. 
AGM, RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b, 


8 Bluebells 
There's nothing to beat the hanging 
heads of English bluebells when 
naturalised in woodland. 


9 Rhododendron ‘Loderi Venus’ 
Ifonly more rhododendrons had perfume. 
This is one of the best, with long scented 
trumpets, like a regale lily on stilts. 

AGM. RHS H4. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


Herefordshire garden 


Surrey garden 


Wa weir 
ae) Name Vale End 
") What Private garden cared for by the 
if Foulshams for nearly half a century. 
Where Surrey. 
‘Size One acre. 
Climate Temperate 
Soil Bagshot sand, free draining and hungry, but 
heavily mulched annually for the last 15 years, 
Po 4 ‘of interest Mixed country garden with 
yany different areas and levels. 


7: i. poe i : < — 
ok Daphne and John Foulsham a little while to take an 
interest in their garden, but they are making up for lost time 


WORDS JODIE JONES PHOTOGRAPHS ABIGAIL REX 
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1 Unusually sited close to 
the front garden gate, the 
‘greenhouse makes an 
attractive focal point 
from the house. 

2 Daphne and John have 
made a virtue of their 
sloping site by creating 
different areas on 
different levels. 

3 The pretty folding 
metal bench, an impulse 
purchase by John, 

lends @ romantic air 

to the lower lawn. 

4 Daphne loves the 
uncomplicated simplicity 
‘of white honesty. 

5 The colourful flower 
beds contrast with the 
cool green of a weeping 
willow in the meadow 
beyond the garden wall 

6 The herb and vegetable 
«gardens were made from 
scratch, on a high terrace 
above the house 


Surrey garden 


twas a love of sailing that brought Daphne and John 
Foulsham to land-locked Surrey 47 years ago. “We lived in London 
but John kept a boat on the Beaulicu river so it was natural to look 
around here when we decided to move out,” says Daphne. 

“at that stage the garden wasn't a concern at all. We both came 
from families with lovely gardens so we knew how much time they 
took up and we were determined not to get caught like that!” 

Only when John, an architect by profession, began working for 
extended periods overseas did they reluctantly sell their boat, and 
Daphne found herself with time to take an interest in their garden. 

“I clearly remember the first plant that caught my 
imagination, It was an Alchemilla mollis and | just completely 
fell for it. And I still have my very first rose growing in with a 
wisteria, which makes for a lovely progression.” 

‘These days, continuing interest from one season to the next is 
a passion for Daphne. “Gradually, as your knowledge and interest 
expand, you find yourself extending the seasons until they almost 
join up.” But spring, she feels, is a very special time.“Later there is 
so much going on everywhere you look, but in spring you can 
really enjoy each plant in its turn.” 

And of all the spring performers, tulips are a favourite. “I love 
tulips," says Daphne. “When I take pictures of the garden in spring, 
I will circle any bare patches I spot to remind myself where to put 
more tulips in autumn.” 

Because she gardens on very light soil, Daphne plants her 
tulips 15cm deep and simply leaves them until they start to 
diminish over the years.“I’ve some red cottage tulips that have 
been in and slowly increasing for about 40 years! I love seeing the 
tulips flowering with all the fresh young foliage of the herbaceous 
and shrubby planting. They look wonderful combined with 
cuphorbia, forget-me-nots, camassia, chinodoxa, muscari and 
Bowles’ golden grass, which seeds everywhere.” 

There has never been a grand plan for the garden as a whole. 
In the early days, Daphne was inspired by the likes of Vita 
Sackville-West, Christopher Lloyd, Beth Chatto and Marjorie 
Fish. “But the layout has evolved gradually over the years. I used to 
buy plants I liked the look of, then work out where to put them 
later. Now I'm more discerning, but I can still be tempted.” 

The one-acre site meanders up a gentle slope, giving several 
changes of level that have been harnessed to create distinct areas. 
At the highest point behind the house lies the vegetable garden 
and a sunken herb garden, which are John’s sole preserve. 
Everywhere there is a sense of order without constraint. Self- 
seeded poppies and foxgloves that pop up between the rows are 
welcomed, but anything deserving the label ‘weed’ gets short shrift. 

From here, steps lead down past an unusual roof-tile cascade 
to the Rope Walk, where clipped yew and box create a formal 
edging which in spring is brightened by masses of the cheerful [> 
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> red tulips T:‘Apeldoorn’ and 7: ‘Red Shine’ followed in summer 
by a swathe of roses, trained in swags along an old hawser found 


There is something 
quintessentially English 


2 - about the borders at 
many years ago by their son on an Isle of Wight beach. Vale End) and perhaps at 
‘There is an attractive greenhouse to one side of the front no time is this more 


evident than during the 


gate, with beaver-tailed glass panes carefully hand-cut by John, 
months of spring. 


full of Daphne's seedlings, waiting a turn in the weather before 
they are planted out in the garden. The lower lawns are 
bordered by quintessentially English country garden beds 
crammed with mixed herbaceous planting, but directly in front 
of the house, where the sun really bakes the free-draining sandy 
loam, Daphne has recently created a gravel garden, with a view 
to gradually reducing maintenance requirements. 

“We do love this garden, but there are many other things we 
want to do as well, so we can’t spend all our time here. John is 
keen on butterfly conservation, | am a member of the local 
Wildflower Group and we are about seven years into a ten-year 
project to visit all the lighthouses around the English coast.” 

What she barely thinks to mention is that she is also the Vice 
President (and former Chair) of the National Gardens Scheme, 
and for 27 years has opened her garden through The Yellow Book. 

“{t's something I rather fell into, egged on by a friend the 
first time. But opening our garden has proved a huge pleasure 
and a discipline. If people are going to come and see your 
garden then you want to be sure it looks its best. And we must 
have raised thousands of pounds over the years. My daughter- 
in-law’s parents visited from Japan last spring and because it 
wasa fine day I laid a table in a corner under the apple tree, 
which was smothered in blossom. I think they thought they had 
come to paradise!” q 


FURTHER INFORMATION 
Address Vale End, Chilworth Road, Albury, Surrey GU5 9BE. 
Tel 01483 202594. 

Open For the NGS by appointment, April to September 
(www.ngs.org.uk). 
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of Daphne’s 
favourite plants 


1 Osmunda regalis 

One of the joys of spring is seeing the fresh 
young fronds of the royal fern begin to 
unfurl, Aithough much of the garden is 
free draining, we do have moist areas 
where this will thrive. AGM". RHS H4, 
USDA 32-10b* 

‘2 Magnolia grandiflora 

My Magnolia grandiflora (a huge tree when 
We arrived 47 years ago) makes a massive 
contribution to the garden in spring. 

RHS H3-H4. 

3 Erysimum ‘Apricot Twist’ 

These come in a range of colours. I'm fond of 
this evergreen perennial, covered with 
sweet-scented orange flowers from early 
spring through to the start of the summer. 
RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


4.Myosotis varieties 

Forget-me-nots are so attractive and very 
easy to grow. Some worry about them 
seeding, but in truth they are no trouble. 


5 Tulipa ‘Ballerina’ 

The lily-flowered tulips have an elegant 
shape - this is a soft orange with a delicious 
perfume on warm days, AGM. RHS H4. 

6 Lunaria annua var. albiflora 
White-flowered honesty is lovely in spring, 
and the papery seed heads are attractive 
later in the year. The common purple form 
isalso good value. AGM, RHS H4. 

7 Tulipa ‘Fringed Elegance’ 

Tulips have such a wonderful variety of 
colour and form, ‘Fringed Elegance' is 
classically simple, but with a fringed edge to 
each petal. AGM. USDA 3a-7b. 

8 Euphorbia amygdaloides ‘Purpurea’ 

| think euphorbias are tremendous and | 
have many different forms in the garden, 
including this rather unusual purple form: 
RHS H4, USDA 6a-9a. 

9 Tulipa ‘Carnaval de Nice’ 

Tends to flower slightly later than most tulips 
and | really look forward to those boldly 
striped blooms. USDA 3a-7b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available, 
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Front gardens guide 


Different rules apply at the front of your house, —— 
as you work within a smaller space — with privacy 
to be protected and a path to be accommodated. 
Here are three designs to set you thinking 


ANN-MARIE POWELL RICHARD LEE 


‘Ann-Marie Powellis 
anauthor, television 
presenter and 
award-winning 
garden designer. Her 
books include Ann: 
Marie Powells Plans 
for Small Gardens. 


Foraging garden 


The last decade has seen an explosion of 
interest in the ‘grow your own’ movement, 
and like so many concerned about food 
provenance, I have dabbled with annual 
vegetables in the area of my garden known 
affectionately as the veg splodge’ However, 
traditional veg growing techniques require 
energy, time and effort; I (and many of my 
clients) have been looking for a way to grow 
food with less work. 

Martin Crawford's book How to Grow 
Perennial Vegetables (Green Books) has Our garden dimensions 
inspired this perennial foraging front garden. 7.5 metres long x 6 metres wide 
Timagine it as a south-facing plot, on a good 
loamy well-prepared soil. A traditional space 
with unconventional plants to forage, a crab Key plants for a foraging garden 
apple at the centre of a formal crisscross of 
brick paths stands proud above a host of 
perennial vegetables. Perennial food gardening 
may give less food per plant than conventional 
annual growing, but isa wonderful alternative 
to sowing from scratch every year. Placed in 
the front garden, crops are visible and easily 
accessible every time you return home. 

‘What's more, growing perennials extends 
the harvest season without the need for a 
greenhouse, cold frame or other device. You 
can harvest Jerusalem artichokes all winter as 
Jong as you mulch enough to keep the ground 
from freezing, and some perennial crops, such 
as sorrel, are up and ready to eat in March 
when the snow is melting, Trained fruit is 
pretty, takes up little space, and doubles asa 
trellis over which to grow flowering climbers. 
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Alum cepa Proliferum Group 
This produces good harvests 
of food per square foot. All 
parts ofthe plant canbe 

© eaten raw or cooked, and the 


plant s upin February, lasting 
© wallinto October. 


planting & design solutions 


1Wormery 

Wormeries are an efficient, space saving 
method of turning kitchen waste and small 
amounts of garden waste into nutrient-rich 
compost, and a fine source of concentrated. 
liquid fertiliser. Suppliers include www. 
wormery.co.ik or www.wigglywigglers.co.uik 


2 Hard landscaping 

Brick paths and vegetable gardens have 

ever gone hand in hand, and narrow paths to 
walk through the garden provide access for 
cropping and maintenance. The main path is 
broken up with large stone slabs, lending 
amore contemporary air. 


3 Bin store 

A necessary evil in the front garden, 
using the same materials and colours of 
the boundary trellis helps to blend the 
store into the space. A hinged lid and 
door would give further camouflage. 


4 Walls 

Rendered walls radiate warmth, 
encouraging fruit to ripen. Trellis fixed 
atop adds height while allowing air to 
circulate around the wall-trained fruit. 
Try wwwgardentrellis.co.uk 


5 Arches 

Arches over the path provide another 
growing opportunity and help frame the 
front door. Easily accessed, they could host 
hops Humulus lupulus, whose young shoots 
can be cropped and steamed like asparagus 
to retain the nutty flavour. 


Planting options 
Bulbs and tubers pears, mirabelles, cultivars are sweeter + Sea kale Crambe 
+ Alum species peaches on dwarf ‘maritima AGM 
including Nodding rootstock Ground cover + [ce plant Sedum 
‘Onion Allium + Japanese wineberry — « Snow Strawberry ‘spectabile AGM 
cernuum, Chinese Rubus phoenicolasius — Fragaria vesca + Sweet cicely 
‘onion Alum “Apics americana ‘White Delight’ ‘Myrthis odorata 
chinentse, Welsh + Schisandra * Mashua Tropaoelum 
‘Onion Altiurn: grandifiora tuberosum Perennial salad 
fistulosum + Violets Viola odorata « Good King Henry 
quamash Chicory ‘bonus-henricus 
Cichorium ntybus Mid height/tall = + 
Climbers for arches + Musk mallow Malva + Perennial kale Levisticum officinale 
+ Grapevines moschata Brassica oleracea * Salad bumet 
lupulus + Perennial broccoli + Fennel 
= Campanulasarmatica Brassica oleracea Foeniculum vulgare 
Edible fence plants: “Hemelstraling’ Ramosa Group «Wild Rocket 
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Arid garden 


‘A hot, parched garden is an ideal home for 
arid heat-loving plants originating from 
harsh, dry conditions in their native home, 
and once established, plants accustomed to 
these environs will practically eliminate the 
need for watering, Given these conditions, we 
often reach for plants from the grey foliage 
palette, their light leaf colour indicating ease 
in reflecting burning sunshine. However, to 
my mind, too much grey can look banal and 
languid. Here the colour tones have been 
inspired by the unusual and beautiful Rosa 
x odorata Mutabilis, a good xeriscape plant 
that withstands extreme heat and drought. 
‘The suitability of many of my selections 
can be recognised by the coping strategies 
they find necessary in their native homes. 
Arching grass Pennisetum orientale‘Karley 
Rose’ has fine leaves, which minimise water 
loss, while the hairs dusting Verbascum ‘Jester’ 
or V, chaixii‘Sixteen Candles’ trap moisture. 
Unrestrained self-seeding plants 
create continuous change to the borders, 
often resulting in the happiest of planting 
accidents, Californian, wild red or opium 
poppies could all be included to great effect 
here simply pull up superfluous plants, 
With so much flux in the scheme, structure 
is key, offered here by pots spilling with 
low growing succulents and in the ground, 
plantings of evergreen Myrtus communis 
subsp. tarentina. 


Sharp drainage is key to success as most 
of these plants do not tolerate too much 
wet at their roots. Dig over your borders 


Key plants for an arid garden 


Iris ‘Sultan's Palace’ 

This arresting, fiery irsis 
planted in groups. Plant 
‘hizomes facing south for full 
exposure, and shallowly so 
the upper part ofthe rhizome 
sits on the sos surface. 
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incorporating plenty of grit and gravel, 
further opening the soil with a restrained 
volume of compost; the aim is not to increase 
fertility too much. Good preparation will 
result in tough, undemanding plants, which 
once in the ground, will benefit from a 

good mulch of grit. 


Papaver somniferum 
‘Opium poppies romp though 
the scheme by their own 
volition. For a continual 
display, scatter seeds at 
intervals where you please, 
thinning ruthlessly. 


consider including this in 
asmall garden. Can be 
encouraged to cmb, AGM. 


planting & design solutions 


1 Fencing 

At the garden's edges, undulating upright 
boards of reclaimed hardwood timber or 
kiln-dried oak form a fence. Fixed at varying 
heights, hard sunlight will with time render 
them silver, emphasising the arid tones of the 
garden enclosed within. 


2 Pots 

Corkscrew pots ‘screwed’ into the ground 
and spilling with low-growing succulents 

are reminiscent of the long tap roots of many 
plants originating from dry landscapes. 
Fixing at jaunty angles ensures the effect 

isn't too orderly, with a single vase 
customised to form a seat. Perfect too for 
winter interest. Santavase flowerpots are 
available from www.ambientedirect.com 


3 Paving 

Rough, thick slabs of hammered stone 
laid across the path and into the garden 
echo stony outcrops of the arid landscape. 
Creeping, low groundcover planted 
between the paving softens the effect. 


4 Gravel mulch 

Chipped stone in a complementary 

tone to the paving is not only decorative, 
but provides a foil for plants, keeps soil 
cool, weeds down, bounces light and heat 
to support plant growth and helps crowns 
from rotting off in damp soil. 


Planting options 
Base grass Climbers Ground cover + Wild red poppies 
+ Pennisetum + Rosa xodorata + Acaena microphylla Papaver somniferum 
orientale “Mutabils’ AGM “Kupferteppich’ Papaver rhoeas 
“Karley Rose’ + Passilora + Euphorbia * Calendula officinalis 
“Fantasma! cyparissias ‘Indian Prince’ 
Bulbs “Fens Ruby’ 
+ Eremurus x Colourful blooms — « Leptinela squalida ‘Structural plants 
isabelinus “Dianthus cruentus _‘Platt's Black’ + Artemisia 
‘Cleopatra’ ‘+ Iis ‘Sultan's Palace’ ludoviciana 
+ Gladiolus + Alcea rugosa Pot plants “Valerie Finis AGM 
Butte Seine aati + Myrtus 
byzantinus Achillea + Sedum acre ‘communis subsp. 
Dianthus cruentus ‘Nectaroscardum  “Summerwine’AGM + Raoulia hookeri tarentina AGM 
Se age siculum + Patna scabiosifolia + Rosa xodorata 
erecta +Lilum"Hyawatha’ + Centranthus ruber Self seeding “Mutabilis' AGM 
Daily Telegraph garden at Landini! + Verbascum Jester’ annuals 
Cee See LNerone’ “Verbascum chaixii _ « Eschscholzia 
Balkans, it will naturalise in ‘Sedeen Carnes’ californica AGM 
dry soll.Easy to grow, 
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Lush and green garden D 


A front garden cast into shadow by 
surrounding buildings, street trees or a 
north-facing aspect can be an emerald 
jewel of a garden when foliage is allowed to 
rule. Where patterns are created with leaf 
shape, colour and form without necessarily 
considering bloom, a mood of calm 
contemplation emerges. 

Deep, moisture-retentive, fertile soil 
encourages leaf fecundity. Generous 
enrichment of the soil by adding plentiful 
garden compost, leaf mould or composted 
manure will provide a feast for foliage plants; 
condition the top 15cm of your soil before 
planting, and apply a deep mulch every year 
‘once your plants are in the ground. 

Simple hard landscaping will not detract 
from the myriad tones, textures, sizes and 
shapes provided by layering green upon 
green, Restraining yourself to just one colour 
can be a liberating experience, though many 
shade-loving plants produce flowers, which 
almost become by-product to leaf, blooming 
in white, cream and biscuit. Add bulbs where 
you feel they would enrich the scene, their 
seasonal, low-level impact will be increased 
when framed by green. 

An evergreen tree will add impact, focus 


and year round interest at the highest level. to provide seasonal flux, perennials that 
Here,a single-stemmed loquat Eriobotrya __ swell from the ground are required, such as 
japonica, architectural with broad corrugated Darmera peltata, Hosta'Devon Green’ and 
leaf, sets the tone. Atits edges aboundary -Zantedeschia aethiopica'Green Goddess. 
wrap of abundantly leaved evergreen Jostling at the front of border are Asarum 
Trachelospermum jasmninoides camouflages __europacum and Hakonechloa macra, while 
fences even in the depths of winter. But thrusting bulbs provide impact. 


Key plants for a lush and green garden 


Eriobotrya japonica 
terrifically useful evergreen 
tree, which grows practically 
anywhere, Feed hefty 
amounts of manure atleast 
concea year to keep plants 
Joking fabulous. AGM. 


‘creates a good year-round 
backdrop where there isn't 
‘space fora hedge. Tran stems 
horizontally on wires, AGM. 
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Planting options 


Bold foliage + Leucojum aestivum 
+ Rodgersia pinata. and vernum AGM 
“LaBlanche’ 

+Zantedeschia Green _jasminoides AGM 
goddess'AGM *Pileostegia 

+ Acanthus mollis viburnoides AGM 


peltata AGM + Akebia quinata 
Bulbs Evergreen 
+ Camassia +Nandina 


planting & design solutions 


1 Hard landscaping 

Asimple, visually laid back surface treatment 
of seamless sawn Portland stone adds light 
to the space without detracting from the 
planting scheme. Slabs reaching into the 
borders become ground level stages for flops 
of foliage, widening into the main bed asa 
miniature terrace. The surfacing allows for 
easy border maintenance, and also space for 
seat. Suppliers include www.stone-age.co.uk 


2 Bench 

Aseat in the front garden is always a 
welcome addition. Here the sweeping 
seat echoes the curved outlines of plants 
such as Darmera peltata encircling a tree 
to become a beckoning focal point. 


3 Boundaries 

Constructed in the same timber as the seat, 
amullt-width fence adds texture, warmth and 
tactile, natural hue, while the construction 
holds the eye within the space. 


4 Pool 

‘Accentuating the cool calm mood, a raised 
water bow! allows a new planting opportunity 
for a floating miniature waterlly such as 
Nymphaea tetragona. Raising the pond 
above the ground promotes its status. 

Try www.urbisdesign.co.uk 


5 Lighting 
No matter how subtle, a well-placed light 

by the front door is welcoming and enables 
you to slot a key into your front door without 
fumbling. See www,johneullenlighting.co.uk.a 


Law in the front garden 


+ When paving an area larger 
than five square metres using 
non-permeable paving. 


+ If constructing a wall or fence 
more than 1m high, when adjacent 
to a public highway or footpath. 


+ With a listed house or if the 
garden is within the curtilage 
of a listed building. 


+ When using permeable paving 
or allowing water to run off 
into a lawn or border. 
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8 ideas for front gardens 


Your front garden can make a strong first impression, so here are the 
essential considerations that will help you make the most of your space 


1 Front door impact 2 Use windowsills 

‘Small standard trees make your home's entrance impactful. Added In the smallest of gardens, windowsills are another planting 
uplighting would guide visitors after dark. If you are concerned about ‘opportunity. becoming living floral arrangements to be viewed from 
subsidence, plant door-side specimens in large pots. both inside and out. Match your containers to your garden's style, 


3 Use walls 4€Evergreen 

In the smallest of front gardens, planting vertically may be your only In the front garden where you may find yourself gardening in public, 
choice, Here, a careful selection of dense blue Ceanothus adds plentiful evergreen foliage lends privacy. The hedge-edged borders 
dramatic intensity to this property's entrance during spring. with variegated privet standards add year-round structure. 
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planting & design solutions 


5 Breaking boundaries 6 Practical low maintenance 

Astone wall and smart wooden gate make an inviting entrance and This wide sandstone path, surrounded by weed-suppressing gravel 
canbe softened by a loose planting scheme that spills over pathways. planted with box balls and Lilium regale, is simple yet practical. The 
Here, houseleeks have also been planted on top of the stone work. path is wide and the planting is welcoming and low maintenance. 


7 Parking 8 Be bold 

All new drives with an area of over five square metres must have This colourful rose trained over an arch at the front garden’s entrance 
planning permission; unless they are constructed from a water- matches and frames the front door perfectly. This bold treatmentis 
permeable material or allow water to run to a permeable area filled with personality, ensuring this property stands out on its street. 
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Pile long-lasting and often sweetly scented, thé 
4 
} ee can brighten yo ni garden, bridging*the 
7’ dy) mofiths from springf roveh to Summer 


G » 
Me pe 4 > RDS VAL BOURNE PRQTO RAPH; S SHARON PEARSON 


In brief 


2, North America and Puerto Rca, 

Seven Gist OMB nts spring 
producing fragrant flowers that go well wth late 
April and May tulips. The perennial forms flower. 
earlier over many months. ~~ 
Size Heights usually vary from 30cm-60cm, 
though 'Bowles’s Mauve’ can form a large 
Anm-high roundel when happy. 
Conditions Good drainage and poorer soils. 
Give them a warm, open position in full sun to 

t the fragrance of the biennial forms. 
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Val Bourne is an 
award-winning 
garden writer, 
photographer and 
lecturer. She 
gardens in the 
windswept 
Cotswolds 


ERYSIMUM ‘RUSTON ROYAL’ 


A robust cultivar with strong, woody stems 
and an upright habit. Flowers on long *Holds an Award 
racemes, forming an evergreen bush. Spikes MUS 
offight and dark mauve flowers that age toa [MaARAeES 
- Horticultural Society. 
paler lilac. Full sun and well-drained soi. [—_—a—aati 


given where available. 


imum 


plant profile ery: 


y the time the spring sunshine 
begins to warm your back and lift 
your spirits the perennial wallflower 

is already providing a wealth of bee-friendly 

flowers. It will continue to please for 
months, lingering long after Midsummer's 

Day, so it’s one of the most generous plants 

any gardener can grow. Some forms of this 

cottage-garden favourite are sweetly scented 
too: their distinctive fragrance hovering 
somewhere between parma violet and 
mellow honey. They can boost the 
gardener’s soul when little else is flowering. 

The secret of their bounty is that most 
perennial wallflowers, or erysimums, 
produce sterile flowers that can't set seed. 
They respond by pushing up a nonstop 
succession of flowering spikes. Their 
simple, four-petalled flowers betray their 
allegiance to the cabbage family or 
Brassicaceae. Like most family members, 
light soil and full sun are preferred and 
many erysimums are found naturally in 
drier parts of southern Europe, although 
there are some species in Asia, the Canary 
Islands and North America. 

The crown for the longest flowering of 
all must go to E. ‘Bowles’s Mauve’ [pictured 
on page 57]. This grey-leaved bushy 
wallflower, packed with violet flower spikes, 
was named after EA Bowles (1865-1954) the 
famous owner of Myddelton House near 
Enfield. However, Bowles didn’t actually 
grow it, according to his gardeners, and it’s 
unlikely to have occurred as a seedling 
following his death, because Bowles majored 
in jaunty, bright-yellow wallflowers. So it 
remains an enigma. It was launched in 1982 
and given an Award of Garden Merit in 
1993. ‘Bowles's Mauve’ will flower for nine 
months of the year, so if you only have 
room for one, this is it.‘Bredon’, also given 
an AGM in 1993, is a scented compact 
yellow single that came from Ron Sidwell 
(1909-1993), who gardened on Bredon Hill 
in Worcestershire. Ron, who bred the Bird 
series of penstemons in the 1960s, also bred 
a double seed-raised strain of wallflower, 
sadly lost to cultivation, [> 
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> Double cultivars have been highly 
prized for centuries. A 1629 woodcut in 
John Parkinson's book Paradisi in Sole 
Paradisus Terrestris clearly shows a double 
form among the singles. E. cheiri‘Harpur 
Crewe’ [page 60] has scented yellow 
double flowers and dark green foliage. 
It keeps a compact habit and survives 
well from year to year — I have never 
had trouble propagating it. It was 
discovered in a Scottish garden by the Rev. 
Henry Harpur-Crewe (1828-1883), once 
the rector of Drayton Beauchamp in 
Buckinghamshire. E. cheiri‘Bloody Warrior’ 
is another famous double with blood-red 
flowers. Margery Fish, the doyenne of 
cottage gardening, grew ‘Harpur Crewe’ 
and ‘Bloody Warrior’ in her Somerset 
garden at East Lambrook. She describes 
‘Bloody Warrior’ as a ‘difficult and 
desiccated old gentleman’ and one senses 
her struggle to deal with an awkward 
character, Plant Heritage collection holder, 
Dr Simon Weeks, has struggled to locate 
the correct form among many impostors. 
Some of our loveliest wallflowers are 
chameleons with indescribable flowers 
that seem to shimmer between violet, 
butterscotch and brick-pink. E. ‘Constant 
Cheer’ [page 59], the most well known, 
has been around for many years. It's 
low-growing, flowers early in the year and 
the dark-green leaves have a distinctive 
wavy edge. E. ‘Jacob’s Jacket’ [page 58] is 
more vibrant. However both have been 
replaced in my affections by E.‘Parrish’s’ 
{top right], which I found at Derry 
Watkin’s Special Plants near Bath, It came 
from the much-missed nursery The 
Hannays of Bath, which closed ten years 
ago. It’s early, fragrant and the buds are 
almost black. It sprawls, so it needs space. 
Simon Weeks, the Plant Heritage 
national collection holder, is tracking 
down lost wallflowers (including old 
biennials once listed under Cheiranthus) 
for his Suffolk collection, Their natural 
tendency to dwindle away makes the task 
difficult. One of his great discoveries is 
the large-flowered, cherry-red ‘Ellen 
Willmott? This unique wallflower, widely 
grown in the 1930s, was on the Pink 
Sheet of rare garden plants (produced by 
Plant Heritage). However it's proving very 
perennial. Plants like this can be acquired 
from Simon Weeks — details on page 60.03 
+Val's pick of erysimums continues 
over the next six pages 
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ERYSIMUM MUTABILE 

Pretty flowers that change from soft 
primrose-yellow to mauve. The grey foliage. 
indicating a need for a sunny position, is 
similar to ‘Bowles’s Mauve! although it's a 
smaller plant in stature. Sterile so stays in 
flower for many weeks. 


E.MY OLD MUM" 

Associated with Bridge End Nursery in 
Scotland, this creamy yellow waltflower 

has mauve striations. Purple buds contrast 
perfectly with the flowers. Happy in borders 
or containers in full sun. 


E.‘PARRISH'S’ 

Multicoloured flowers that shimmer between 
brick-pink, butterscotch and violet. Probably 
found in a garden owned by the Parrish family 
(close to Bath). it forms a large curtseying 
plant that billows over paths. Sweety scented 
with neat green foliage 


E.‘HECTOR'S GATEPOST’ 


Bred by the late Hector Harrison, this upright 
wallflower combines good mauve-purple and 
brick-pink to orange flowers held above good 
green foliage. USDA 7a-9b'. 


plant profile erysimum 


E. ‘JACOB'S JACKET’ 
A spreading low wallflower with very narrow 
dark-green leaves. The flowers are a 

ixtur 


E, ‘APRICOT TWIST’ 

Another foot-high erysimum with vivid apricot 
flowers emerging from dark buds against 
dark-green foliage. It must be cut back 
regularly, otherwise it tails off. Very readily 
available here and in America. Lovely with 
dark tulips, Fragrant. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b, 


E, ‘CONSTANT CHEER’ 
One of the oldest cultivars, producing 
flowers over many weeks on a compact 
plant. The brick-pink flowers age to mauve 
above dark-green narrow leaves which have 
a wavy edge. Sterile so stays in flower for 
many weeks, USDA 6a-9b. 


E. ‘PASTEL PATCHWORK’ 

Anew and unique cultivar with faded, pastel 
flowers in pink, gold and apricot. Looking 
mellow in sunlight, but the leggy, lax habit 
means it has to be cut back hard once 
flowering is waning. Collection holder 
‘Simon Weeks says it flowers well in autumn. 
USDA 4b-10b. 


E.‘WENLOCK BEAUTY’ 
An old cultivar with small leaves and sunset- 
coloured flowers with more orange than 
purple. Eyecatching in spring and low-growing. 
USDA 5a10b. 


imur 


plant profile er 


1 


Propagation 
and taxonomy 


+ Wallflowers used to be divided into 
two genera —Erysimum and 
Cheiranthus. Generally Cheiranthus 
featured seed-raised biennials, often 
hybrids, and Erysimum contained 
short-lived perennials and alpines, but 
there were no conclusive botanical 
differences between the two. 

Sensibly the two genera are now 
under Erysimum and comprise 

180 annual, biennial and 
woody-based perennials. 

+ Erysimums left to their own devices 
have a tendency to become woody 
and leggy and then fizzle out within 
four to five years, usually succumbing 
over winter. The way to extend their 
lifespan and keep them compact and 
Vigorous is to give them a yearly 
midsummer trim by cutting into the 
foliage. However if the stems are very 
woody, cut back hard to the base, but 
try to take a few insurance cuttings 
straight afterwards. You will have to 
sacrifice some flowers, but many will 
rebloom. By early to mid-July your 
plant will have bushed out to provide 
plenty of cutting material, Look for 
710m shoots that have begun to firm 
up slightly. If your cuttings have flower 
buds, remove them, Trim under the 
node and plunge them into small seed 
trays filled with damp horticultural 
sand, or gritty compost. Pot up if 
rooted in early September. If not, leave 
them alone until next April. Give your 
new plants a warm, sunny position 
and well-drained conditions. Add grit 
toheavy soil 


Legend and history 
+ Wallflowers have been grown in 
Britain for centuries and may have 
come here with the Normans. The 
name Cheiranthus is thought to derive 
from the Greek for hand (cheir) and 
flower (anthos) and the heavily 
scented flowers were carried as 
nosegays to smother the stench of 
Elizabethan streets. Their Latin name, 
Erysimum, is said to be derived from 
erno, meaning to draw up. Their 
alternative common name, blister 
cress, confirms their reputation > 
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> for blistering the skin. | should add 
that the plant hasn't irritated my skin, 
nor have | heard of anyone else being 
affected, However, wallflowers contain 
a cardiotonic glycoside known as 
cheiranthin or cheirotoxin, which isa 
toxic substance 

+ Robert Herrick ( 1591-1674), known as 
The Cavalier Poet, immortalised the 
wallflower in verse. He wrote about a 
tragic accident that occurred at 
Neidpath Castle on the banks of the 
River Tweed in Scotland. The Earl of 
March's daughter, Elizabeth, had fallen 
in love with a young nobleman from a 
rival clan, Scott of Tushielaw. Her father 
wanted her to marry the future king of 
Scotland instead. The strong-willed 
Elizabeth refused and her father locked 
her up in the tower as a punishment. 
The handsome Scott disguised himself 
asa minstrel and serenaded her while 
they made plans to elope, but when the 
time came Elizabeth fell to her death, 
landing close to a sprig of wallflower 
growing along the tower's wall. The 
broken-hearted Scott set off to wander 
through the land wearing a sprig of 
wallflower, and this flower still 
symbolises faithful devotion. 

‘Up she got upon a wall 

Tempting down to slide withal 

But the silken twist untied 

So she fell, and bruis'd, she died. 

from How the wall-flower came first 
and why so called, by Robert Herrick. 


Where to buy 

+ Hoo House Nursery, Gloucester 
Road, Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire 
GL20 7DA, Tel 01684 293389, 
www.hoohouse.plus.com 

* Oak Cottage (The Plant Heritage 
Collection), Dr Simon Weeks, Oak 
Cottage, Halesworth Road, Walpole. 
‘Suffolk IP19 9AZ. Tel 01986 784348, 
wwwerysimums.onesuffolk.net 

+ Special Plants, Greenways Lane, 
Cold Ashton, Chippenham, Wiltshire 
‘SN14 BLA. Tel 01225 891636, 
www.specialplants.net 


E. ‘BREDON’ 

Asingle with large flowers set against 
the dark-green foliage. This compact 
plantiis a parent for many, including 
E.Walberton's Fragrant Sunshine 
='Walfrasun; AGM. RHS H3 


E, WALBERTON’S FRAGRANT STAR = 
“WALFRASTAR’ 

This compact wallflower has variegated 
leaves with cream edges. It doesn't 
revert and the bright-yellow flowers, 

held on a bushy plant, are very fragrant 
Sterile so stays in flower for many weeks. 
USDA 6a-9b, 


E. WALBERTON’S FRAGRANT SUNSHINE 
='WALFRASUN’ 

Widely available compact variety bred by 
David Tristram of Walberton Nursery near 
Littlehampton in Sussex. Luminous yellow, 
scented flowers, often speckled with red when 
in bud, carried over along season. It was a rare 
seedling from ‘Bredon’ USDA 82-9b. 


E. CHEIRI‘HARPUR CREWE’ 
This very double-yellow is almost certainly an 
ancient cultivar and very typical of an early 
double. The flowers are small compared to 
many other cultivars, but they area rich, 
golden yellow and very fragrant. 

USDA 5a-9b. 


ERYSIMUM GHEIRI 
Like a brassica run to seed, tis 

‘Aegean wallflower has provided the genetic 
injection of bright yéllow in many named 
hybrids and cultivars. This will set seed and 
should be treated as a biennial. ‘Harpur 
Crewe’ is the double form. 


James Priest 


The English head gardener at Giverny is charged with maintaining the 
iconic garden that Claude Monet turned into world-renowned art 


VORDS PAULA DEITZ 


Normandy, because it was translated into art treasured 

all over the world. To visit the 4 Y2-acre walled garden. 
that flows around the pink-stucco, green-shuttered house and 
across the road to the iconic water garden is like standing with 
Monet looking at this or that familiar view. And yet, as every 
gardener knows, it can never stay the same. 

English though he is, James Priest, the head gardener of 
Giverny since June 2011 ~ and only the second since the family 
relinquished the garden in 1966 — has stepped into the role 
with ease after long experience overseeing the yearly transitions 
of other noted private gardens in France. He has come a long 
way from where he was born in Maghull, Lancashire, on New 
Year's Day 1958, with fond memories of his father’s garden, 
which was half the size of Giverny. When the family gardener 
retired, each of the children had a section to garden. Observing 
how well James succeeded, his father urged him on to a career 
in horticultural studies, 

Even before these studies, he was an early Francophile, 
and he and school friends would travel across to Paris, where 
for the first time he discovered the wealth of art in museums, 
vividly recalling the Impressionist paintings. He still returns to 
the Musée d’Orsay and other galleries periodically to review 
the Monets, but now with an eye to improving the garden. 

Following his time at Myerscough College in Lancashire, 
he was engaged by a landscape company in the Paris region. 
And then, after working with both Madame Mallet at Bois des 
Moutiers (“I'll never forget her elegant lace hat and garden 
basket”) and Princess Sturdza at Le Vasterival (“the richest 
collection of garden plants in France”) in Varengeville-sur-Mer, 
he returned to England in 1982 to follow courses at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew. He also received scholarships, first to 
collect pine and high altitude plant specimens in Mexico, and 
later, after completing his studies, to join Dr David Neill, of 
the Missouri Botanical Garden, in collecting specimens for the 
Flora Amazonica Project in Ecuador. 

For the next 16 years, he oversaw Baron Elie de 
Rothschild’s country gardens at the ancient 250-acre Domaine 
cde Royaumont near Chantilly and has been consulted 
frequently on developing landscape plans for other important 
French properties, like the Bagatelle Polo Club de Paris. He is 


P cople flock to Giverny, Claude Monet's garden in 


TRA/T CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


also a familiar presence as a distinguished judge at such plant 
extravaganzas as Courson’s Journées des Plantes. In essence, he 
isa true example of a man holding steady to his dream, who 
has risen to the top without losing his dedication or modesty. 

While visitors pour into Giverny expecting great flashes 
and combinations of colours, with an astute eye, James is 
now editing as the seasons change to unpack the garden and 
bring out its structural beauty under the myriad arches and 
wire ‘parasols. Early on Monet, even without a gardener, 
would plant flowers to paint them alone on a rainy day and, 
ater, whole sections to achieve specific seasonal effects in 
his compositions — the irises, for example. Now James is 
accumulating information to discover how to maintain the 
whole garden according to the cumulative effect achieved by 
Monet's entire ocuvre relating to the garden. 

He does his best thinking, he says, on solitary evening 
walks in the garden, often standing on the Japanese 
bridge overlooking the water lily pond.“Here, you are 
in the paintings,” he remarks. Shortly after concluding 
that overgrown trees were blocking the light inherent in 
Monet's canvasses of the floating lily pads, the problem was 
conveniently solved by a ferocious storm that felled three of 
them. In replanting the Clos Normand section in the main 
garden, James was inspired by Monet's ability to translate the 
warmth of reflected light on the fagade of Rouen Cathedral at 
different times of day. Using Monet's palette, James has carried 
into the garden the pale blues and pinks of carly morning, 
noonday yellows and sunset oranges and reds. 

James lives nearby in a charming house of local stone, 
where he is designing his own walled garden after reacquiring 
his plants from friends who had ‘boarded’ them during his 
move. Here, with more formality, he has arranged his fastigiate 
yews in an outer circle with an inner one of sage and clipped 
box around beds of white roses, Euphorbia characias and 
Japanese grasses. A potager in a lower garden is combined with 
an experimental nursery for future plants in the Monet garden, 

With several seasons’ experience already behind him, 
James perceives his mission as “trying to maintain the spirit of 
‘Monet without necessarily taking the garden back to his time”, 
He calls this process “a living and evolving art’: 

{EXT MONTH Mark Straver, plantsman and nurseryman 


Using Monet’s palette, James has carried into the garden the pale blues and 
pinks of early morning, noonday yellow and sunset oranges and reds 
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A garden can experience changes in fortune through the years, 
but careful management and the dedication of one volunteer 
means that this Cotswold garden is currently ona high 


WORDS LIA LEENDERTasPHOTOGRAPHS LYNN KEDDIE 


Cotswold garden 


Name Cotswold Farm. < 

What Aris & Crafts house and terrated garden. 
Where Mid-Cotswolds with views to the 
Maflbofough Downs. . 
Size acres of garden in the middlé of 8 
350*acre farm. 

Climate 215m above sea level;the garden 
can bevety-cold in winter, 

Soil Cotswold brash. 

Poirtts of interest Stone térracing 
Wading t6.2 bg gaiden.” ' 


Rrimula Werticllata var. alba 
appear lower dowrr the zaftlén’s 
slopes, whichtrerge toa 
spring-flowering bog garden. 
Opposite The candelabfa primiuta, 
Primula pulverdilenta, does bestiry 
damp or boggy conditions. 


“The top level is hot 
and free draining, but 
with each step down 
the conditions become 
cooler and damper” 


1 The middle terrace is filled with long- 
established trees and shrubs. 


2 Two of the garden's original topiary shapes 
flank the steps to the upper terrace. 


3 Primula japonica ‘Apple Blossom. 
4 The garden’s owner, lona Birchall 

'5 Many plants in the garden have appeared as 
pleasant surprise, including this Geum rivale. 
6 A small summer house of Cotswold stone, 
built by the garden's architect Norman Jewson. 
7 Cornus controversa ‘Variegata' adds elegant 
structure to the formal terracing. 
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he house at Cotswold Farm was 
almost left unfinished. In 1927 money ran 
out, and a note from its architect Norman 
Jewson reads: ‘I am not sure we can 
complete: In fact they did—just — but the 
garden was not so lucky, and was left to 
slope dramatically away from the house. 
It was not until 1934 and a legacy from a 
relative that this rough ground was civilised 
with terraces. Jewson was called back in to 
put into place the levels that now step 
grandly down from the house, and the 
walls and steps that frame them. 

It makes for a garden of contrasts, 
according to current owner and gardener 
Tona Birchall, wife of Mark whose ancestors 
built the house. “The top level is hot and 
free draining, but with each step down the 
conditions become cooler and damper,” she 
says. The formal levels finally dissolve into a 
fully fledged bog garden at the base of the 
slope. Like many aristocratic gardens this 
‘one has had its ups and downs, and its 
fortunes have waxed and waned with the 
economic and social climate. There is a 
wave of mature planting from the 1930s (a 
huge Parrotia, magnolias, a cornus and a 
purple sycamore) and another from the 
1970s (a‘Kiftsgate’ rose that engulfs several 
apple trees, and a beautiful Magnolia 
wilsonii), but in between each wave of 
garden focus there was, if not neglect, then 
a redirecting of resources that saw the 
garden low on the list of priorities. 

Now the garden is being managed 
beautifully, but very much with current 
resources in mind. “Once the top terrace 
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Cotswold garden 


would have been planted out with annuals 
every spring,” says Iona, “but now we are 
making as much as possible permanent.” 
The terrace is filled with tulips, grape 
hyacinths, chionodoxa and narcissus in 
spring and becomes a sea of lavender, 
potentilla and catmint in summer. The 
once-grand yew barrels have become too 
large a pruning job and have been chopped 
to the ground so that they grow into more 
manageable yew balls. “This is very much 
a family garden, and we are building on 
what has been put into place before, but 
‘our contribution is partly to cut costs 

and find ways to manage it without huge 
inputs of labour,” says Iona. It is a story 

of toning down once-grand expectations 
for a less lavish age. 


Bog garden 
Perhaps the feature that has seen the 
most twists of fortune is the bog garden. 
Conceived in a fit of grandeur by John 
Birchall in the 1930s, its creation involved 
diverting a stream, creating a waterfall and 
bringing in tons of rock. “And then between 
the wars it fell into disrepair, just as so 
many gardens did,” says Iona. Attempts 
‘were made to rehabilitate it in the 1960s 
and 1980s, but once again the available 
resources were inadequate and nature 
took it back. 

‘And now this area of the garden 
has undergone a third revival at the 
hands of Trish Maynard, a tenant in a flat 
adjoining the house, who has undertaken 
its maintenance. “That first summer I [> 
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Printila japon 
Stepping 
bog garden's shady bow 


“T would call it more an obsession than a 


hobby,” Trish says. “I would throw my garden 


fork and if it hit stone I'd start digging” 


[> remember trying to machete my way 
through the bog garden. At some point it 
struck me that there was a structure under 
there and | asked if I could investigate it.” 
Being a keen gardener and having no 
garden of her own, Trish took the bog 
garden on as her own project. “I would 
call it more an obsession than a hobby,” 
she says.“I would throw my garden fork 
and if it hit stone I'd start digging.” The 
ponds were full of silt, a series of ‘dwarf” 
conifers planted in the 1930s had turned 
into 20-metre monsters, and the pathways 
were buried under 15cm of heavy, matted 
sedge grasses. The structure that slowly 
began to reveal itself was a series of 
stepping stone paths. “It was so difficult to 
work. It was impossible to get the 
wheelbarrow across the stones, so these 
heavy, soggy roots had to be put into a 
basket and dragged away, balancing over 
stepping stones. I fell on my backside 
many times.” All of the stones used in the 
creation of the garden were quarried on 
the land, and Trish even barrowed vast 
wheelbarrow-sized stones from the quarry 
to fill in missing paths. 

Jona was delighted that Trish wanted 
to take the project on, but warned her 
from the start that there was no budget. 
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“So every plant here has been begged, 


borrowed and not quite stolen,” says Trish. 


In spring the bog is filled with candelabra 
primulas that emerged after clearing, 
arum lilies donated by a local garden, 
and trilliums filched from another 

part of the garden. 

Being a bit of a one-woman band, and 
with so few resources available, Trish is 
ever aware that the bog garden could slip 
back into its former state. “The problem I 
battle is mare's tail. It's impossible to 
remove effectively as the roots are so deep. 
In spring they haven't emerged yet and it 
looks wonderful, but by summer nature 
has started to claim the bog garden back 
again.” Throughout its history, the bog 
garden has seemed destined to be fully 
enjoyed only for brief periods, but thanks 
to Trish this is very much one of them. 


FURTHER INFORMATION 
Address Cotswold Farm, nr Duntisbourne 
Abbots, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 7S 
Contact Mrs lona Birchall 

Tel 01285 821857, 

Web www.cotswoldfarmgardens.org.uk 
Open 9 & 12 June, 2013, 2-6pm (wwwngs 
org.uk), or by appointment. 


of Trish’s 
favourite bog plants 


1 Trollius europaeus 

This is one of the original plantings that 
lurked beneath the growth. “I dug this out of 
a clump of ground elder and | love its big 
yellow ball flowers,” says Trish. "It has 
clumped up beautifully.” USDA 3a-9b" 


2 Trillium chloropetalum 

Sourced from elsewhere in the garden, 

this deep pink trillium is slowly but happily 
bulking up in the moist and shady conditions. 
USDA 4a-9b, 


3 Primula bulleyana 

This candelabra primula is another of the 
original plants that emerged after clearing, 
The flowers start yellow and turn to orange, 
and have a lovely scent. AGM*. RHS H4, 
USDA 4a-9b. 


4 Dactylorhiza fuchsil 

This plant also emerged from the 
undergrowth, common spotted orchids have 
started to clump up and make their 
presence felt in the bog garden in summer. 
RHS H4, 


5 Trish Maynard isa tenant of the Birchalls’ 
who has taken on the bog garden as her 
‘own project, 

6 Primula denticulata var. alba 

Because of the limited budget very few 
plants have been bought in, and these 
delicate white drumstick primulas were 
donated by nearby Colesbourne Park, 

7 Hosta 

Abig, tough unnamed hosta was in the bog 
garden already and does spectacularly well 
there, rarely being eaten by anything. 

8 Rodgersia pinata 

Sourced from another part of the garden, 
Trish loves the deep bronze leaves. “A stately 
plant,’ she says. RHS H4, USDA 4a-7b. 

9 Hemerocallis liioasphodelus 

Not such a feature of the spring garden, but 
in summer the garden is filled with day lilies, 
donated by Colesbourne Park. AGM. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
*Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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Strength Wd depth 


The owners of this garden in northern Germany plan 
carefully for glorious colour to start the year with impact 


Below Daffodils of every type come 

VAL BOURNE PHILIPPE PERDEREAU together under Magnolia x loebneri 
Leonard Messe in one glorious 
flourish, often appearing with the tulips 
~ something that's rare in Britain, 


Right This garden has had problems 
with box blight, so all the box plants 
are trimmed in winter. In spring 
they take on pale-green 
fuzzy new growth. 


In brief 
Name Lucenz-Bender garden 
What Country garden with 


colour-themed borders from 
early spring to late auturnn 

Where Just over the German border from 
the Netherlands at Bedburg-Hau. 
Size One acre 

Climate Cold winters, sometimes with 
snow, followed by ambient spring with 
little frost, Auturins are often warm too, 
Soil Rich and heavily improved by 
well-rotted cow manure, 

Points of interest Spring bulbs in 
colour-themed displays, textured hard 
landscaping and structural trees and 
hedges, which create intimacy. 


German garden 


isiting the Lucenz-Bender garden on a spring day, when the magnolias, hyacinths and 
tulips are in full sway, is an energising experience. You can feel spring bursting through in this rural 
part of Germany, just over the border from the Netherlands. Frosts normally finish at the end of 
March here and rarely spoil the spring show, and the rich, low-lying pastureland set round 
Bedburg-Hau is perfect for bulbs. The local dairy cattle provide plenty of manure so by spring this 
garden is fuelled and raring to go. The local weather seems to concertina spring flowers into one 


glorious burst, with narcissi flowering just before the tulips. 
The one-acre garden, now owned by Manfred Lucenz and Klaus Bender, has been in Manfred’s 
family since 1901 —he was born here in 1948. “It's a windy area but we were lucky that there were 
already established hedges sheltering the house and garden,” Klaus says. “We started our garden in 
1984 and a well-known garden architect, Elizabeth Renner, laid out the original plan.” Their first 


joint project was a white garden, “although we knew nothing about Sissinghurst then,” says Klaus. 
“We got the idea after reading letters written by Virginia Woolf to Vita Sackville-West.” In the 1990s 
they visited Sissinghurst, also taking in plenty of NGS Yellow Book gardens. 

Elizabeth Renner also designed the pond and laid pathways to create “little compartments 


Klaus calls them. The straight paths add structure and texture and make the garden seem much 


n 


> larger than it is. Some are made of bricks laid at right angles to create zigzag patterns. Others are 
of stone, pebbles or gravel. Further structure is provided by evergreen hedges and box shapes, which 
appear throughout the garden; “Although box blight has been a problem,” Klaus admits. They now 
cut the box in winter, when temperatures are cooler, in order to prevent the fungus from spreading 
further. By April the new growth is beginning to break, creating fuzzy rich-green outlines, and this 
matches the exuberance of the bulb lawns, where narcissi are naturalised in thi 


swathes, 

Benches and seats in the outer reaches of the garden have a rustic simplicity, together with paling 
fences of chestnut wood. Closer to the house there’s more formality. Low walls create separate areas 
and the focus is a sunny courtyard decorated with geometric mosaics set in a painted white wall. 

Magnolia flowers float above this garden like swansdown, though Klaus and Manfred only began 
to plant them recently. Klaus selects Magnolia x loebneri*Leonard Messe!’ as a particular favourite for 
its frost-resistant flowers. They also admire M. liliflora ‘Nigra’ and M. x soulangeana‘Lennei’ 

Having lots of compartments, or garden rooms, encouraged Klaus and Manfred to use different 
colours in different areas. In every case the colour theme extends into summer and autumn. Dahlias, 
clematis, lavender, irises and many roses keep the show going until late in the y 


Left Formal areas contain stone troughs 
full of bulbs. Simple wooden fences 
arate formal areas from the more rustic, 


Centre The Fritilaria imperialis‘Lutea! was 
planted in the Yellow Garden decades ago. 
Right Magnolias feature heavily and rarely 
get frosted. Here their cool two-tone pink 
fiowers float above the lovely foliage and 
elegant wands of Bergenia cordifolia 
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German garden 


Containers of bulbs, usually single kinds in one pot, are carefully placed around the garden. 
In the courtyard large tubs of the lily-flowered pink tulip Mariette’ echo the mophead trees. Blue 
hyacinths are planted in long, narrow tubs, sometimes in grey stone and sometimes in lead. Brown 
salt glazeware, terracotta and glazed earthenware are also used. Some larger urns, which originally 
came from France, are also painted cobalt blue, adding extra style. However it’s the level of constant 
love and care in the Lucenz-Bender garden, along with creative planting schemes for every season, 
that prompt garden visitors and camera crews alike to return year after year to this plant paradise. 
+ Turn the page for Kiaus's tips on growing tulips and a selection of his favourite bulbs. 


“Dahlias, 


vend 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
‘Address Mahlenstrasse 6, 47551 Bedburg-Hau, Germany. 

Tel +49 (0)28 21 60270, Website www.lucenz-benderde 

Open 31 March-1 April, 13-14 April, 20-21 April, 4-5 May, 18-19 May, 

1-2 June, 15-16 June, 13-14 July, 7-8 September. lam-6pm. Entrance €3, 
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Tulip fire is a risk if tulips are grown in the same ground year after year. This contagious fungal 
disease, caused by Botrytis tulipae, stunts the blooms and produces grey lesions on the leaves. If tulip 
fire occurs, avoid growing bulbs in the infected area for three years. To reduce risk, plant bulbs in cold 
weather, either in November or December. and remove bulbs every year immediately after flowering 


All the tulips and many of the other bulbs grown in the garden are planted in plastic pots, 
Which are plunged into the ground in early spring, and then lifted to overwinter inside the barn, 

Using pots makes bulbs easy to remove after flowering, and prevents direct contact with the soil and 
the risk of tulip fire. 


Klaus uses soil from the vegetable garden or a mixture of sand and soil, not compost kept in plastic 
bags, when potting as he feels garden soil is healthier. The bulbs are not fed with fertiliser or manure. 


Klaus often mixes toning varieties in the same pot to create a confetti ripple effect. One of his 
favourite tulip recipes contains the early pink double ‘Peach Blossom’ and ‘Holland Princess’ together 
with the deep-purple ‘Recreado’ 


‘The tilips'tining the path have 
bee grown in pots using 

‘a blend Of pink, purple and 
c6ol-mauile varieties. 


4 


/ favourite 
spring bulbs 


1 Tulipa ‘Apricot Beauty’ 
Apearly, soft apricot, single, early 
tulip — excellent planted on its own, 
or against blues. AGM* RHS H4, 
USDA 3a7b! 


2 Tulipa ‘Purissima’ 

This gapes widely in sun, gradually 
turning from ivory-white to clotted 
cream. Fantastic with box. AGM 
RHS H4, USDA 3a-7b. 


3 Narcissus ‘Carlton’ 

Good for naturalising with a robust 
habit and large vivid yellow flowers, 
Clumps very well in good soil, AGM. 


4 Narcissus ‘St Patrick's Day’ 
Ayellow fully formed daffodil with a 
flared trumpet, fading to cream. 
USDA 3a-8b, 


5 Crocus ‘Prins Claus’ 

In full sun they are white, but in 
shade they show their purple backs, 
USDA 4a-11. 


6 Narcissus ‘Ice Follies’ 

The full-white outers are middled in 
alemon-yellow crown, Ages to 
cream. AGM. RHS H4, USDA 3a-9b. 


7 Tulipa ‘White Triumphator’ 

The classic lily-flowered white tulip 
for a cool elegant scheme or a white 
garden. It flowers in early May, 
reaching 60cm. Unbeatable. AGM 
RHS H4, USDA 3a-8b. 


8 Fritillaria imperialis ‘Lute: 
This is a centrepiece in the Yellow 
Garden, having naturalised in the 
rich soil, helped on by regular 
manure mulches, USDA 5a-8b 


9 Tulipa ‘Menton’ 
Produces large oval eggs with 
iridescent petals that hover 
somewhere between apricot and 
pink, lke shot silk. AGM, USDA 3a-9b, 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


German garden 
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A shade more stylish 


Transform your conservatory for less this spring with 3 for 2 on made 
to measure conservatory blinds, exclusively by Thomas Sanderson. 


cx blinds arent just 


about making your room look 
good, They also doa very important 
job in the conservatory environment 
where outside temperature can 
dramatically affect the room. With 
spring around the corner its the 
time to sit back and take pleasure 
in the new life appearing in your 
garden, and your conservatory is 
the perfect place in which to enjoy 
your green space. 


‘Thomas Sanderson provide a whole 
host of solar reflective fabrics, in a 
range of colours and styles, to help 
keep you and your conservatory 
cool as the summer months draw 
closer, Unique SolarTex coatings 
cleverly reflect the sun’ rays keeping 
the room cool and comfortable, and 
the unique shape and structure of a 
pleated blind will fit perfectly into 
every size and shape of window or 
door panel 


Many conservatory owners make the 


mistake of leaving their roof panels 


Keep cool this spring with solar reflective 
blinds, designed to help you control the 


bare, but this is where exposure to 
the sun can be at its greatest. With 
coordinating roof and window 
blinds available you can transform 
your entire conservatory and create 
a blissfully cool room this spring. 


With 20 years experience in the 
field, Thomas Sanderson has helped 
thousands of people transform their 
conservatories into comfortable, 
stylish Each Thomas 
Sanderson blind is individually 
designed, handcrafted and installed 
to fit precisely into the window 


spaces, 


frame, so you have the flexibility to 
open your windows even when the 
blinds are down. 


Combine all this with Thomas 


Sanderson's exclusive Platinum 
Power System, you can control your 
comfort at the touch of a button, 
the perfect finishing touch to any 


conservatory. 


Thome ianderfon 


temperature of your conservator 


Made in 


BRITAIN 


Forover 20 years 


Reader Offer courtesy of Thomas Sanderson 


Transform your conservatory for less this 
spring - for every 2 blinds you choose, get a 
third absolutely FREE!* 

To request a FREE brochure or book a FREE design 
consultation call 0800 220 603 and quote reference 


jow for your FREE brochure 
and to claim this 3 for 2 offer* 


Send to: Thomas Sanderson, FREEPOST, Hants PO7 UW i 


Quote Ref 4926 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Sneeboer 
Manufacturing bv. 


‘Sneeboer Manufacturing bv is a family-owned forging company 
founded in 1913. With 100 years of experience to draw on, we are 
world leaders in hand-forged stainless steel and titanium garden 
tools. On 30 January 2013 Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands 


awarded Sneeboer the 'Royal Arms; the highest award a Dut 


company can get. To celebrate, at the Chelsea Flower Show 2013 
we will feature the ‘The Dutch Hoe by Royal appointment’ as part 
of our brand new ladies line, With custom-shaped handles, these 
are specially made for female hands. You can get more detailed 
information at our website — go to the Jaap’s Column’ section, or 
you can download the free app for your tablet 


Contact details 
‘Sneeboer manufacturing bv 
De Tocht 3a 

1611 HT Bovenkarspel 

The Netherlands 

TEL 00-31-28 5113 65 
WEB www sneeboer.com 
EMAIL info@sneeboer.com 


Chilstone of 
Tunbridge Wells 


years, Chilstone have been crafting beautiful handmade 


ite stone architectural features a 
publi 
inthe country as wel e most private hidden retreats. Pieces 
inge th temporary. from the imposing 
the intimate. Their beautiful show gardens are open daily and, 


centennial 


Contact details 


chilstone CHILSTONEI 


EMAIL office@chi 0 of Tunbridge Wells 


ADVERYISEMENT FEATURE 


Dubarry 


Dubarry's reputation as one of Ireland's most respected 

and successful companies was born out of the workforce’s 
deep-rooted pride and ambition to produce footwear of the 
very highest quality. With over 70 years of experience in crafting 
excellent quality, stylish shoes and boots, Dubarry is a Must 
Have for any gardener or lover of the outdoors. 


Contact details 
Dubarry of Ireland 
Ballinalsoe 

County Galway 

Ireland 

TEL 00 353 90 9642348 


WEB www.dubarry.com dubarry SS) 


EMAIL info@dubarry.com of Ireland 


ADVERYISEMENT FEATURE 


Plankbridge 
Hutmakers 


Plankbridge shepherd's huts are made in Dorset to exceptionally 


high standarc aditional craftsmanship to cr 


them to make an extraor 
den, The te 


{PLA 


Blenheim Palace Flower 
Show: 21-23 June 2013 


Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire, is the famous birthplace of Winston 
Churchill and a World Heritage Site surrounded by 2,000 acres 

of Capability’ Brown parkland and Formal Gardens. This year the 
brand new Blenheim Palace Flower Show is a must-see event to 
enjoy from 21st-23rd June 2013. This three-day flower show will 
take place annually, with over 150 floral and gardening exhibitors, 
10 landscaped gardens, an RHS judged Grand Floral Marquee, tips 
and advice by garding experts including BBC’s Christine Walkden, 
and much more. Access to Blenheim Palace's award-winning 
Formal Gardens \s included 
within Flower Show tickets. 


Contact details Bs ea 4 
WEB www.blenheimpalacecom BLENHEIM PALACE 


SUSAN WO R N = R OU RS Contact details 


Botanical * Wild Flower * Garden Sita Meee Tours 
PO Box 26 
From Mediterranean scents and colours chosen to make our tours special. We add Boroughbridge 
torolling hills and forests, we discover charming hotels, gourmet treats ensuring a York YOS1 9YU 
contemporary and historical gardens, some good ambiance for our small groups. Covering TEL 01904 651 651 
structured often planted in abundance. Most mainly France and Italy, we venture further to WEB www.susanwornertours.com 


are private. Handpicked for originality and Morocco, Namibia and South Africa. EMAIL info@susanwornertours.com 


Gaze Burvill 


Gaze Burvill design enduring, contemporary garden furniture, 
created by craftsmen from sustainably sourced oak. Each piece 
is made using a combination of traditional steam-bending and 
modern techniques to give strong comfortable pieces that will 
enhance your outdoor space. 

Choose a sumptuous curved seat to echo a particular 
landscape feature, or the very smartest terrace dining set. New 
this year is the'A la Carte’ collection of outdoor kitchen pieces 
Gaze Burvill offer a finely made, unique solution to all your 
outdoor furniture desires. 


Contact details 

Gaze Burvill 

Newtonwood Workshop 
Newton Valence 

Hampshire 

GU343EW 

TEL 01420 588444 

WEB www.gazeburvill.com 
EMAIL info@gazeburvill.com 


Trentham Gardens 


With parkland originally designed by Capability Brown and 
gardens laid out by Sir Charles Barry, this former estate of the 
Dukes of Sutherland won European Garden Heritage Network's 
award for best restoration in 2010. The revival of the Italian 
Gardens was led by Tom Stuart-Smith. Piet Oudolf's Rivers of 
Grass and Floral Labyrinth schemes add further contemporary 
inspiration, The new look gardens have matured into some of 
the finest in Britain with over 80,000 perennials in the Italian 
Garden alone. Enjoy a lake cruise, woodland trails and relax 

in the tearoom with stunning panoramic views 


of the lake and gardens. 
The tine 


Trentham 
Estate 


Contact details 
TEL 01782 646646 
WEB www.trentham.co,uk 


& 


The London College of Garden Design aims to provide 
world-class, inspirational garden design training. Our courses 
and the Garden Design Diploma led by Andrew Wilson have been 
created to enable students to learn from the very best in the 
profession. All our tutors have the most up to date knowledge 
and experience to support you in your chosen career whether 

itis the one-year diploma or our programme of short courses. 
Teaching is delivered in the Orangery conference facilities at the 
world famous Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. 


Contact details 
TEL 01483 762955 
WEB www.legd.org.uk 
EMAIL info@icgd org.uk 


Vale Garden Houses 


Designers and makers of the highest quality, fine 
traditional timber Conservatories, Orangeries and 
rooflights. Vale are specialists in working with period 
properties, our fine glass buildings incorporate modern 
technology with exquisite detail to create beautiful rooms 
whatever their use. 

Vale's quality and service was further endorsed by 
being selected to design and produce The National Trust 
Conservatory Collection. 


Contact details 

Vale Garden Houses 

Belton Park 

Londonthorpe Road 

Grantham 

Lincolnshire NG31 9SJ 

TEL 01476 564433 

WEB www.valegardenhouses.com 
EMAIL enquiries@valegardenhouses.com 


VALE 


GARDEN 
HOUSI 


CED 
Natural Stone 


CED are leading suppliers of natural stone and 
have developed and extended their range of 
natural stone products for over 30 years. Products 
include a wide variety of paving, setts, walling, 


cobbles, pebbles, feature stones and aggregates, 
to name but a few. Extensive stock is kept 
throughout their five nationwide depots, but they 
will arrange the manufacture of almost anything 
—as long as it is natural, With an efficient and 
knowledgeable team of friendly staff, they are 
able to assist with anything from design ideas 

to quantifying materials. Samples can also be 
sent free of charge. 


Contact details = 

728 London Road fA 

West Thurrock XK ] 
Grays 

Essex RM20 3LU 

TEL 01708 867237 —_— 

FAX 01708 867230 Natural 


WEB www.ced.{td.uk 


EMAIL sales@ced Itd.uk Stone 
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Trellis Direct 


Trellis Direct is fast becoming the number one choice for quality 
trellis, screening and fencing panels. Because trellis pa 
made using a jointed construction with sticks individually halved Contact details ere 
and pinned in position, they are extremely rigid, long lasting and Trellis Direct Ltd 

represent fantastic value for money. Available in a range of colours TEL 0845496 96 49 

to breathe life into your garden EMAIL info@ttrellisdirect.co.uk QUALITY « VALUE # SERVICE 


els are 


Gold Leaf 
Gardening Gloves 


Gardening 


garden to never prev 


TEL 023 8040 
WEB w 
EMAIL info: 


ADVERYISEMENT FEATURE 


Planted up or u 
water feature, you will find 


to suit everyone. In the barns surrounding the c 
you will find te kilims, uniqui 


n benches, handmade candles 
and antiquiti 


Contact details 
Pots and Pithoi 
The Barns 
East Street 
Turners Hill 

ex RH10 409 
TEL 01342 714793 


WEB www.potsandpithoi.com POTS *AND + PITHOI 


EMAIL info@potsandpithoi.com ESTABLISHED 1985, 


Big Fire 

not treat yourself to a Wood Fired Hot Tub? 

iconic design. Users of the Dutchtub find their 

expectations exceeded, bodies relaxed and their 

water roaring you are free to fully appreciate your 
Fancy a different kind of Log Burner? Take 

a look at our unique range of log burning Tile 

Stoves and fun outdoor products 


Contact details 
TEL 01395 275300 
WEB www.bigfire.co.uk 


Panamas.co.uk 


Contact details 


Fair trade Panama hats for men and 


ladies. Exhibiting at the RHS Chelsea Pachacuti 

Flower Show — Stand EA107. Visit 19 Dig Street 

our shop in the Peak District Ashbourne 
Derbyshire DE6 1GF 
TEL 01335 300003 


WEB www.panamas.co.uk 


dP PACHACUTI 


Plant Belles 


These grow-through plant supports are designed to be both 
practical and beautiful. Placed in the border, the elegant wire 
frames look great in winter dusted in frost. As winter subsides, 
Plant Belles protect young spring growth emerging from beneath, 
before providing much needed support as plants reach the heady 
heights of the flowering season. Available in a range of sizes 


Contact details 
Plant Belles se TEL.01363 84514 


Designed andl handerafied in Dever 
ue WEB www.plantbelles.co.uk 


EMAIL alex@plantbelles.co.uk 


Cambridge 
Glasshouse 


Cambridge Glasshouse Company design and manufacture 
beautiful, traditional Victorian style glasshouses. Constructed 
from British aluminium, powder coated in a colour to suit your 
garden, your Cambridge Victorian glasshouse will retain its 
elegant good looks for years to come, and its all maintenance 
free, We will design your perfect glasshouse, manufacture it in 
our purpose built factory and install it for you so all you need to 
do is enjoy your growing 

Enhancing traditional design with contemporary engineering 
Whatever you require, our years of experience, along with our 
expertise and craftsmanship, will ensure your glasshouse design 
will be uniquely suited to your garden and your dreams. 


Contact details 

Cambridge Glasshouse Company Ltd 
Wallingfen Park 

Main Road 

Newport 

Brough 

East Yorkshire HUIS 2RH 

TEL 01430 449 440 

WEB www.cambridgeglasshouse.co.uk (344 


(— 
EMAIL info@cambridgehok.co.uk ‘a 


Tendercare 


Tendercare has been ‘flying the flag’ for British horticulture 

industry for decades ~ an award winning specimen plant 

nursery set over 20 acres in denham, open ~ Saturday 

9am-5pm and with over 100,000 trees, shrubs, climbers and 

perennials you are sure to find inspiration for your own garden. 
To visit the n 

for your garden proj 

own garden with one of our expert 


contact us now 


Contact details 
Tendercare 
Southlands R 
Denham 


ADVERYISEMENT FEATURE 


d water featur 


distance and bearing to di 
iginal work of art in our wor 


Contact details 
David Harber 
TEL 01235 85 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Restored parterre 

A three-year restoration of the parterre-at the National Trust the parterre, is filled with more than 7,000 yellow wallflowers 
garden at Cliveden in Berkshire has now been completed. and 3,750’Elizabeth Arden’ tulips for spring impact. The 
featuring spring and bedding schemes suggesting those of the whole parterre will be replanted in May with more than 40,000 
1860s to 1900, The final section, the semi-circle at the base of plants for the summer display. 
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Enjoy bigger harvests with less effort this year with raised beds. By retaining the warmth sowing can 
start earlier, poor soil can be overcome, clearly defined areas enable crop rotation and there will be 
fewer pests, weeds and diseases to worry about too. We've 2 great choices of design — Standard and 
Allotment — as well as a selection of sizes and heights to suit your garden space and planting plans. 


Voted ‘Best Buy’ 
from 24 tested! 


Allotment wooden raised beds strike the ideal balance 
between a durable yet cost effective solution. It is a solid, 
well engineered construction that has a slightly different 
wood specification to our Standard design. Check off the 
finer details of this no nonsense Allotment design, described 
below, against other entry level raised beds you might have 
researched and we are sure you will find ours to be the best 
value for money. 

* Made of quality 15cm/6" high by 2cn/0.75" thick FSC English 
wooden planks that are planed all round. 

* High pressure treated with a safe wood preserve - after 
consultation with Garden Organic - to ensure the best possible 
resistance to fungal decay and wood boring insects. 

© S year str 

* Kits include: pre-drilled planks, internal wooden comer fixing posts, 
Zinc plated screws and full instructions. 

* Add optional capping that sits on top of the beds for an elegant finish. 


Allotment Raised Bed Kits GDN-470 


LenGrivwior 


HEIGHT sftcatt | atts yatta tt 
Vamxt2m | 12mx1im | 12mx 24m 
6"AScm | s2rs20 | £5 e22 | sax ez9 


Our Garden Which? ‘Best Buy’ beds blend quality 
workmanship and design with value for money and 
performance ~ giving you a fruit, vegetable and plant 
growing environment you can rely on. 

* Made of quality 15cnV/6" high by 3.5cm/1.4” thick FSC Scandinavian 
‘wooden planks that are planed all round. 

* High pressure treated with a safe wood preserve - after consultation 
with Garden Organic - to ensure the best possible resistance to fungal 
decay and wood boring insects. 

* All kits structurally gual 


ed for 6 years. 


® Kits include: pre-drilled planks, internal wooden corer fixing 
posts, zinc plated screws and full instructions. 
* Add optional capping that sits on top of the beds for an elegant finish. 


‘Standard Raised Bed Kits GDN-472 


veer oT ws 
HEIGHT teat yaftxett — aftxatt SS 


12mx 24m 


V2mx12m |12mx1.80 
erAsem | sae 
12"70em 
18°/45em 
Optional 
Capping 


DESIGNED IN-HOUSE 
6 YEAR GUARANTEE 


12"7adem_|seress [saris [sere DESIGNED IN-HOUSE 
ee More dimensions and heights available at www.harrodhorticultural.com 
pa ee a eee or call 0845 402 5300. for these special p 


Order Today eall 0845 402 5300 or visit www.harrodhorticultural.com 


Flowers replace grass 
Asmall Victorian park in Notting Hill 


summer flowering species such as Lionel Smith at Reading University, are 


London is the site of an exciting trial to 
replace the traditional lawn with a grass 
free flowery one. Some 220 square 
metres at Avondale Park is being planted 
with a variety of mainly spring and 


English daisies, buttercups, germander 
speedwell, azure bluets (Houstonia 
caerulea), heartsease and lilac-blue 
creeping Mazus. These 
grown by RHS-supported PhD student 


rial swards, 


grown from a mix of seed and cutting 
raised plants. Compared to traditional 
ey need about half the amount 
owing and no additional fertilisers, 
watering or pest and disease control. 


Swedish park project 

Landscape architect Ulf Nordfjell, who is making his third show 
garden for Chelsea this year, is leading a project in his native Sweden 
to upgrade the Radhusparken city centre park in Umea. Anew urban 


landscape featuring granite and black wooden decking wil link the 
historic park to the riverbank. A central water feature is framed with 
flower beds, which will be filled with some 15,000 perennials and 
grasses sourced from Hampshire nursery Hortus Loci, The project, 
involving Ramboll Landscape and Plan Stockholm, will be completed 
for 2014 when Umea becomes European Capital of Culture. 


news 


Rooftop edibles 

Seasonal leaves, roots, herbs, fruits and 
edible flowers from the new rooftop 
garden at the London headquarters of 
Coutts, now regularly feature on the menu 
at the private bank. The narrow terrace 
surrounding the triangular rooftop has 
been lined on two sides with more than 
350 metres of bespoke wooden planters, 
made by participants of the Clink Charity, 
and this year the third side will also be 
planted up. Flowering plants such as 
lavender, roses and fuchsias are also 


grown, to encourage biodiversity. 


te 


Southport seafront 

The first step in the restoration of the historic seafront King’s 
Gardens in Southport, which were opened in 1913 by King George 
\, has started with shrub clearance to reintroduce views from the 
promenade. A £4 million Heritage Lottery Grant is supporting the 
£55 million restoration of the 1931 Venetian bridge and islands, of 
nine Victorian cast-iron seating shelters, an Arts and Crafts style 
shelter, and the provision of a new visitor information centre. 


isthe theme for this 
spring's Society of Garden 
Designers conference, at 
Imperial College, London, 
‘on 27 April. Speakers, 
including Jake Hobson, 
Matthew Wilson, Clive 
Nichols and John Wyer, 
reveal how to maintain a 
designed garden. To book, 
call 01989 566695, 
wwwsgd.org.uk 


in Dublin on 6 April 
are Ulf Nordfjel, James. 
Alexander-Sinclair, Jane 
MecCorkell and Ciaran 
Burke, Tel +353 (0)1294 
0092, wwwgida.ie 


charts the design 
and planting movements of 
the past 30 years in the UK, 
Europe and America and 
reveals his top gardens, 
Garden Museum, London 
SE1, 25 April, 6.30pm. 
Tel 020 7401 8865, www. 
gardenmuseum.org.uk 


gives an illustrated talk 
‘on royal gardens during 
Tudor times on 19 April 
(10am-ipm) at Cambridge 
University Botanic Garden. 
On 24 April, garden. 
designer Dawn Isaac gives a 
one-day course on how to 
design a family garden. To 
book, call 01223 336265, 
www. botanic.cam.ac.uk 


by Elizabeth Davies 
and Ruth Chivers is a 
handbook for designers and 
garden makers that tackles 
the technical and aesthetic 
challenges of sloping plots. 
Packard Publishing, £19.99. 
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Lindum 


taking grass a step further 


Create an instant wildflower meadow 
with Lindum Wildflower turf 


www.turf.co.uk @lindumturf 
T: 01904 448675 E: lindum@turf.co.uk 


quality summerhouses 
garden design and build 


gardens created, restoréd ais 


cared for since 199, 


{ 


call or click anytime 


a free summerhouse brochure 


www.catandmouselandscapes.com 


01323 843488 


i 
- (Harrod 


IS flor 


ARCHES © PERGOLAS © OBELISKS 
FRUIT CAGES © RAISED BEDS & PLANTERS 
FENCING © GATES © BORDER EDGING 


Harrod Horticultural has an 

enviable reputation for garden 
product design and manufacture since 
1954. The diverse collection of fine quality products 
suit classic and modern gardens, ornamental 
planting schemes or kitchen garden designs. 


introductory 
offer - quote 
TTPAGS6 


+ Bxolusive UK made designs with © lvl w be endorsed hy 
RHS e1 
+ Made 


lorsement 


Royal 
st from attractive Horticultural 


quality materials with guarantees, 


ing and consultation — 


Shoring the best in Gordenng 
visits to m 


sure up & discuss 


sizes & made to measure UK Designed & 
Manufactured 


onal drawings, | 


with CAD concepts and 


profess 


FREE Brochure 0845 402 5300 
(ask for our NEW Garden Structures Brochure) 
www.harrodhorticultural.com 


Annie Guilfoylis Director 
cof Garden Design at KLC 
School of Design. She is 
also Garden Course 
Coordinator at West Dean 
College and runs her own 
garden design studio. 


“Holds an Award, 

of Garden Merit 

from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings 
given where available. 


Year-round colour 
in the garden 


Given a bit of planning, you can select plants that will help provide 
a progression of colour and interest right through the floriferous 
months of spring and summer and on into autumn and winter 


ANNIE GUILFOYLE 


hen people say“...oh and of course 
my garden must have colour all year 
round” what do they really mean? 


Could it be a continual blaze of show-stopping 
colour or maybe a gentle progression of soft pastel 
shades? Colour theory alone is an enormous 
subject and could easily fill an entire series. In this 
article I focus on how to analyse your own garden 
and plan for a better spread of colour throughout 
the year, extending the seasonal interest. 


Think green 

First we need to appreciate that green is a colour; 
‘so many people ignore this important fact. 
Remember the stunning garden that Tom Stuart- 
‘Smith designed for Laurent-Perrier at the Chelsea 
Flower Show in 2008? It was predominantly green 
with a delicate touch of white, deservedly winning 
a gold medal and best in show, thus demonstrating 
the power of green. 

Leaves generally emerge before the flowers on 
most plants and will tend to last long after the flowers 
have faded, so it makes sense to take advantage of 
the wonderful range of greens that are available. For 
example, Euphorbia polychroma heralds the spring 
creating delightful mounds of vivid yellow-green. 
Ballota pseudodictamnus a tough, silvery-green 
character provides excellent low-level structure. The 
gtey-greens are so useful as they will happily sit 
next to almost any other colour in the border. Then 
there are the sombre dark-greens that add depth 
and richness to a garden. Shrubs such as Viburnum 
rhytidophyllum, that so often get overlooked, with 


its dark, velvety leaves, makes a very handsome 
backdrop. Variegated leaves, although not to every- 
‘one's taste, can be very uplifting on a grim winter's 
day. Take Elaeagnus x ebbingei Gilt Edge, perfect for 
a gloomy corner of the garden where lesser shrubs 
would struggle, its yellow leaf margins shine out 
and demand attention. 


Make it last 
Maintaining colour interest from May to August is 
relatively easy to achieve and many gardens look 
their best during this period. But making an impact 
from late summer through to the end of winter can 
prove to be much more of a challenge. So it’s a good 
idea to focus on plants that have an extended flow- 
ering period, perennials such as Geranium 
psilostemon and Astrantia major will happily flower 
for months on end from spring to late autumn. But 
for the long winter stretch you could choose 
Helleborus foetidus and Heuchera micrantha 
‘Obsidian’ to work their magic. Using coloured 
stems and ornamental bark is another way of 
continuing colour through the winter. Trees 

such as Prunus serrula and Betula utilis var. 
jacquemontii are popular choices with their striking, 
coloured bark. If you would like something a little 
more unusual then explore other Betula species, 
such as ermanii with glorious cappuccino-coloured 
bark fading to creamy-white. Select trees and 
shrubs that have two or more seasons of interest, 
for instance Amelanchier lamarckii starts off in early 
spring with soft pink buds, closely followed by 
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1 Good performers 

Select hard-working perennials suh as 
Geranium psilostemon and Astrantia 
major ‘Ruby Wedding’ - they help to 
extend seasons with foliage that 
appears in early spring and flowers 
that last for ages. Both of these 
plants'tolerate light shade, 

brightening up the garden. 


2 Plant binations 
use clematis a lot in my 
planting designs; they are so 
useful for adding another 
season of interest to a tree or 
shrub, The lime green Robinia 
pseudoacacia leaves are 
perfectly contrasted by the 
burgundy flowers of the 
Clematis ‘Etoile Violette’, offering 
late summer pizzazz. 


This outdoor potting bench and 
sink has been enhanced by my 
client's homemade, mosaic 
splash back. Even the more 
utilitarian areas of a garden can 
be brightened up, using 
colourful materials such as 
mosaic tiles, stone or glass, 


4 Bright berrie 
The winter garden does not 
have to be dull and drab. These 
branches of Crataegus 
monogyna are covered with 
bright red berries and are 
draped with the wonderful, fluffy 
seed heads of Clematis vitalba 


5 Interesting bar 
Ifyou are going to planta tree 
with decorative bark such as this 
Prunus serrula, make sure that it 
is positioned where it will catch 
the winter sun and is easily 
viewed from the house in winter. 


sensational shrut 
One of my very favourite 
shrubs, Itea ilicifolia has so 
much to offer. An elegant, 
evergreen wall shrub with 
delicate greenish-white 
racemes that can grow up 
to40cm in length! 


leer 
areen ¢ 


Carex and Alchemilla mollis 
planted together are perfect 
partners, brightening up a lightly 
shaded area of the garden. 
Underplant this with summer 
bulbs to really add a zing 

tothe combination. 


i 
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ture and tone 
Adry, shady border at West 
Dean Gardens in West Sussex 
is planted with a superb mix of 
ground cover perennials. The 
spotty-leaved Pulmonaria will 
provide early spring interest 
and the heart-shaped 
Epimedium will carry on 
through the long winter. 


Dark folia 


With so many heucheras 
available it can be a difficult 
choice but | come back to 
this one time after time. 


Heuchera ‘Obsidian’ is one of 
the darkest, with stunning 
purple-black leaves that often 
persist through winter. For 
sheer drama, underplant it 
with orange tulips. 


10 Evergreen interest 
It can be challenging to find a 
tough and interesting 
evergreen shrub for a dark and 
gloomy corner of the garden. 
Elaeagnus x ebbingei'Gilt Edge’ 
will happily take that spot and 
its variegated leaves brighten 
up the darkest winter day, 


Inspirational bool 
for further reading 
* Colour in the Garden by Val 
Bourne (Merrell, £18.95) 
Ideas for each season 

* Colour in Your Garden by 
Penelope Hobhouse 

(Frances Lincoln, £19.99) 

An invaluable source. 

+ The Gardening Year by 
Christopher Lloyd 

(Frances Lincoln, £18.99) 
Every gardener's bible, 

+ The Hillier Gardeners’ Guides 
~The Winter Garden by Jane 
Sterndale-Bennett 

(David & Charles, £14.99) 
Ideas for for winter interest. 

+ Successional Planting for 
Adventurous Gardeners by 
Christopher Lloyd (BBC, £25) 
Create little bit of Great Dixter 
at home. 


101 


eyg 
Ballota pseudodictamnus has a 
soft, velvety texture that belies 


how tough it really is. This 
sturdy evergreen offers 
structure all year round; the 
gentle shade of grey blends 
happily with any colour and it 
works well in dry conditions. 


12 Winter cheer 
This is the plant that you 
should reach for when you 
need something that is not too 
large, will happily grow in dry 
shade and provide delicate. 
winter interest. Don't let the 
name (stinking hellebore) put 
you off, just call it Helleborus 
foetidus and enjoy! 


medal-winning garden for 
Laurent-Perrier at Chelsea 
Flower Show in 2008 was a 
celebration of texture and form, 
demonstrating how to use 
green and white to create a 
garden that soothes the soul. 


14 Bult 


yeyond 
spring 
Nectaroscordum siculum is a 
particularly beautiful bulb, 
Grow them up through a carpet 
of ground cover to inject a 
splash of late spring colour. and 
enjoy watching them unfold. 


combination at the RHS 
Gardens at Wisley. The inky- 
black Ophiopogon planiscapus 
‘Nigrescens' contrasts 
perfectly with the lime green 
Hakonechloa macra. Similar in 
form but strikingly different in 
colour, it leaps out from a 
shady border to surprise you. 


ak UF 
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starry-white flowers and finally ruby-red fruits 
with orange-red autumn leaves. Viburnum 
opulus is an excellent shrub for providing 
carly summer flowers followed by richly 
coloured autumn foliage. Salix and Cornus 

are wonderfully tough shrubs, and if cut back 
hard the new growth provides vivid, winter 
colour that can work so well when surrounded 
by a carpet of spring bulbs such as Galanthus. 

Be clever with climbers — for example grow a 
late summer-flowering Clematis viticella ‘Polish 
Spirit’ through an early flowering shrub such as 
Photinia x fraseri Red Robin. This adds a whole 
new dimension to the shrub once it has finished 
flowering, For covering fences and walls, if you 
choose your clematis carefully it is possible to 
have colour every single month. 

Use bulbs to inject shots of colour throughout 
the year; don't just save them for late winter or 
spring. They are ideal where space is really tight; 
try planting Allium hollandicum ‘Purple 
Sensation’ among low-growing perennials to 
add floating globes of colour in early summer. 
The later-flowering Allium sphaerocephalon 
benefits from being grown up through a wiry 
shrub with its bobbing, burgundy flowers 
resembling oversized bees. 


Plan ahead 

Careful planning is essential before ordering and 
planting. Remember the mantra ‘right plant, right 
place: Which basically means you should only 
select plants that will suit your site and conditions. 
First you need to consider all the horticultural 


factors in your garden. This may narrow down 
the choices but does help you to choose the 
plants that will thrive. Starting with the soil, 

find out whether it is clay, loam, sand or chalk, 
‘The structure, texture and pH of the soil are 
extremely important and will influence how 

it holds water, nutrients and minerals. Think 
about the aspect and local climate; consider the 
areas of light and shade, which could differ 
significantly from area to area within one garden. 
‘Once you know all this information you can then 
select the appropriate plants. 

‘The next thing to do is make a list all of 
the existing plants in the garden that you intend 
to keep. Divide them up into monthly columns 
according to their colour attributes (use a spread 
sheet if you are so inclined). Don't just focus on 
flowers but consider leaves, fruit, stems and bark! 
Itshould then be easy to identify when and where 
the colour interest dwindles during the year, and 
now you can plan your new plant lst. 

‘There are other ways of introducing colour 
into the garden in addition to plants. There is a 
huge range of hard landscaping materials to 
choose from. You can paint the walls and fences, 
or add decorative features into the garden such as 
mosaic, art and sculpture. Using materials or 
paint can be a very effective way of giving the 
garden a consistent backdrop or brightening 
up a dull space. Working with colour is great 
fun and everyone will have their personal 
colour preferences, so it's important to keep 
a focus on what you like. 


XT MONTH Be inspired! 
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Hereisa list of plants that 
offer a variety of green tones. 


Dark greens 

+ Magnolia grandiflora 
‘Blanchard’ USDA 6a-10bt 

+ Pileostegia viburnoides AGM* 
RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b 

+ Ruscus aculeatus 
RHS H4, USDA 7a-9b 

+ Viburnum rhytidophyllum 
RHS H4, USDA 5a-8b 


Silver greens 

+ Astelia chathamica AGM 
USDA 8b-11 

+ Elaeagnus x ebbingei 
RHS H4, USDA 7a-10b 

* Hippophae rhamnoides AGM 
RHS H4, USDA 3a-7b 

+ Sorbus aria ‘Lutescens' AGM 
RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b 


Variegated 

+ Azara microphylla ‘Variegata’ 
RHS H3, USDA 8b-11 

+ Fatsia japonica 'Variegata’ AGM 
RHS H3, USDA 8a-10a 

+ Hakonechloa macra 
‘Alboaurea' AGM RHS H4 

+ Hosta ‘Golden Tiara’ AGM 
RHS H4, USDA 3a-9a 

+ Pleioblastus viridistriatus AGM 
RHS H4, USDA 7a-Il 


Yellow greens 

+ Carex elata ‘Aurea’ AGM 
RHS H4, USDA 6a-9b 

+ Caryopteris x clandonensis 
“Worcester Gold’ AGM 
RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b 

+ Gleditsia triacanthos 
“Sunburst! AGM 

+ Philadelphus coronarius 
‘Aureus’ AGM 
RHS H4, USDA Sa-9a 

+ Sambucus nigra ‘Aurea’ AGM 
RHS H4 


White greens 

+ Astrantia major subsp. 
involucrata ‘Shaggy’ AGM 
RHS H4, USA5a-9b 

+ Eryngium giganteum AGM 
RHS H4 

+ Itea ilicifolia AGM 
RHS H3, USDA 4a-9b 
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sBORDER DESIC 


by nana 


Cheshire 
[andscaping 


Garden antiques, 


pots and ornaments ry “a 


www.jsgardens.co.uk 
01905 381679/ 07930 576881 


wwwicheshirelandseapin 


cheshireland: 


PRECIOUS MAr CTURE N GREAT BRITAIN = 
DESIGN 


At Precious Design 


providing high quality 


sta ‘Coc de Gl04/13 


TEL: +44(0)1159 614200 EMA\L: INFO@PRECIOUS-DESIGN.CO.UK WWW.PRECIOUS-DESIGN.CO.UK 
iw | @PRECIOUS_DES GOOGLE+ PRECIOUS DESIGN 


design sourcebook 


9 OF THE BEST 


Porch lights 


Light up your life with this selection of quality exterior illumination 


NAUTICAL STYLE INDUSTRIAL CHIC LASSIC GEORGIAN STYLE 
Bulkhead Fitting Exterior Bracket Light French Box Wall Lantern 
£139, Davey Lighting £269, Davey Lighting £395, Holloways of Ludlow, 

020 73512130, www.davey-ighting.co.uk (020 7351 2130, wwwdavey-lighting.co.uk 020 7602 5757, www.hollowaysofludiow.com 


FOR A BARN CONVERSION S000 FC HO AGE GARDEN CHARM 
Fishing Light Homefield Wall Light Alderney Light 
£75, Garden Trading £102, Astro Lighting. £95, Garden Trading, 
(0845 608 4448, www gardentrading co.uk (01279 427001, wwwastrolighting co.uk (0845 608 4448, www gardentrading co.uk 


MODERN AND MINIMALIS WIDE CHOICE OF FINISHES 
Geneve Up and Down Wall Light Wall Down Lite 
£128, Nortys, £151, Hunza Lighting, £498, Davey Lighting 
01420 82377, wwwelsteadlighting.com 01384377378, wwwlightideas.co.uk (020 7602.5757, www hollowaysofludiow.com, 
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A Perfect Design... 


Whether it's a small or grand project you have planned for 2013, ensure you're seeking high 
quality, professional help for your design and landscaping services. 


fano Marinaz 

The work of Stefano Marinaz is based on ten years horticultural 
design experience in Italy and Britain. His mission is to create 
naturalistic gardens, enhancing the spirit of the environment whilst 
taking inspiration from local history and ecology. Great attention 
is paid to the quality of the design with the belief that green spaces 
enhance the quality of life. 


07515023760 
| www.stefanomarinaz.com 


Sarah Massey Landscape Design 
Aregistered member of the Society of Garden Designers, Sarah's 
experience in garden and landscape design spans 20 years. Adeep 
understanding of space, form and plants helps Sarah create inspiring 
gardens of lasting enjoyment, evolved through detailed discussions 
with her clients. Sensitivity to existing landscape and architecture. 

an emphasis on making gardens both useable and delightful, and 
attention to detail, combine to make every garden unique. 


| <L.01865 400091 © \/'*)\ design@sarahmassey.co.uk 
E25)! Ewww.sarahmassey.co.uk 


Stephen Christie Garden Design 


“Within the English formality and structured elegance of my gardens 
there is a desire to create a sanctuary, a retreat from the noise of the 
contemporary world. | do not see the value of a garden as financial 
anymore. Indeed, making gardens is more in fostering the distinct 
identity of the place, creating an atmosphere that feels right for both 
the house and the family, creating a sense of homecoming, a sense of 
belonging, all rooted in a deeper sense of the beauty and magic 

of nature.” 


01993778895 |) 07718888131 
www.stephenchristiegardens.co.uk 


Paul Dyer Garden Design 

Paul Dyer Garden Design is family-run, multi Chelsea Award winning 
garden and landscape design service. Our designers are available to 
speak to you seven days a week, working closely with you throughout 
the entire design and build process, ensuring your dream outdoor 
space is created to an excellent, superior standard, Visit our website 
to see further information on our work, awards and services and 
speak to us about your dream Gold Medal Garden. 


0800 919833 / 07970 309165 
www.waterfeatures.co.uk 


Mary Stevenson Bsc (tor) MBALI 

Mary Stevenson provides more than just 30 years horticultural 
experience and innovative ideas. With her BALI registered services, 
you'll receive a thoroughly personalised and professional garden 
design based on your dreams and aspirations, from the very start to 
completion. A true plants woman, her passion for horticulture makes 
her an excellent choice for your 2013 projects 


©. 01892667708 
25) www.msgd.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Amanda Broughton Garden Design 
‘Amanda creates stunning outdoor spaces, ranging from small urban 
courtyards, to rural gardens of several acres. 

‘An award-winning designer, she works closely with her clients to create 
stunning outdoor spaces, reflecting their individual tastes, lifestyles and 
budgets. Offeringa complete design service, from initial concepts through 
to project management and planting. Whether your style is contemporary 
or traditional, Amanda will work with you to create your dream garden. 


02084495781 
© www.abroughtondesign.com 


Robin Williams & Associates 


Robin Williams and Associates is one of the country's most respected 
and successful firms of landscape and garden designers, a reputation 
gained through designing gardens in keeping with your house and 
setting; reflecting who you are and what you love. 


Each client receives the personal attention of Robin Templar 
Williams; from the initial consultation and throughout the whole 
design process. Robin personally designs every project. 


For over 3 decades they have been trusted to create beautiful 
gardens, both nationally and internationally, from small urban 
courtyards to large rural properties, encompassing both traditional 
and contemporary styles. 


For a professional, approachable and friendly service please contact 
them to discuss your requirements. 


ROBIN WILLIAMS & ASSOCIATES 
GARDEN & LANDSCAPE DESIGN CONSULTANTS 


32 Ferguson Road, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 3UA 
01380728999 
enquiries@robinwilliams.co.uk 
www.robinwilliams.co.uk 


Exeter Garden Design 

Mark Robertson M.Hort.(RHS) draws on a lifetime, working with 
plants and people to design a wide range of garden styles to attain 
outdoor spaces which fee! comfortable in the surrounding landscape 
and in relation to living space. Small town gardens to large scale 
landscapes. 


01392 439138 / 07971944959 
www.exetergardendesign.com 


r¢ Versatile and effective... 
..saves hours of 


maintenance... 


EverEdge is a must 9 


EverEdge offer a wide range of 
galvanised steel flexible edging 
products to make gardeners’ lives easier 
and their gardens more attractive. 
manent way to maintain neat For choose EverEdge ProEdge 
lawns, paths, lower at dha ‘and wide c lean circles ato 
vegetable beds 7 stab) a 1 EverEdge Garden Ring, 
embled with two coach 


Please write, telephone, or visit ourwebsite :  EverFdge, PO Box 9, Stroud, tershire GLE BHA Tel 01453 731717 
for more information dering or vallable at www.everedge.co.uk 


ITALIAN GARDEN HOLIDA 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


@ Travel by luxury small 


Maximum 14 people per holiday 
coact 


But can be adapted for individuals 


Prices from £1950 per person @ Local guides and guided 


garden visits included 
TUSCANY 

Visits to: Poggio Torsell, Vila Vignamaggio, 
Villa Geggiano, Vila Grabau, Villa Oliva, 
Parco di Vila Reale 

Departures: 21 June, 20 Sept, 11 Oct 


@ Individual extensions to 
each tour 


@ Stay at luxury hotels, 
two per tour 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 
Visits to: Vila Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, 
Villa Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 
Departures 19 June, 17 Sept 


@ British Airways fights 
included 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 


01752 878075 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 
-OUNDED 1969) 


AMALFI COAST AND CAPRI 

Visits to: Vila Rufolo, Vila Cimbrone, 
Pompeii, Vila San Michele Axel Munthe, 
Villa Jovis, Giardini di Augustus 
Departures 22 May, 20 June, 18 Sept 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Vila d’Este, Castello Ruspoli 
Bomarzo, Vila Lante, Giardino di Ninfa 
Departures 8 July, 4 Sept 


www.expressionsholidays.co.uk 


‘Swathes of dog” 
field edge, just one example of 
‘wildflower inspiration explored 
‘in Carol Klein’s'new book, : 
\ feviewed on page Tit. 
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4. CLAIRE AUSTIN (A 


DAVID AUSTIN” 


After 50 years of intensive breeding, 


wine and str 
rounded shr trai 


5. PRINCESS ANNE (A\ 


deep rich crimson r pink bloorr q David Austin’s English Roses combine the 
freely. Has a pleasing, fr s 
healthy and reliable variet and upr delicate charm and wonderful fragrances 
Wibara eatie pallies of the old roses with the wider colour 

3, LADY OF SHALOTT (A\ Gloriou 6. A SHROPSHIRE LAD (Ausled) Lo 
chalice-shaped, salmon pink bloorr Delicious f range and repeat-flowering nature of 
eee Heaps Sagas Fe (ae Frees modern roses. They have superb, shrubby 
Ronee SECs f enees growth and outstanding health. 


FREE ROSE OFFER: When you buy 
three of the roses featured here, you 
can choose an extra one of these 
roses free with our compliments. 
Make extra savings when you order 
three of the same variety. All roses 
are £15.50 each or £42 for three of 
the same variety. 


Postage & Packing is £5.95 


To order visit 
www.davidaustinroses.com, of call 
01902 376300 quoting code GT16 
Alternatively, send a cheque to the 
address below with your name, 
address and order: 


DAVID AUSTIN® 
FRAGRANT ENGLISH RO 


David Austin Roses Ltd. (GT 16), 
Bowling Green Lane, Albrighton, 
Wolverhampton WV7 3HB 

Tel: 01902 376300 
www.davidaustinroses.com 


WILD FLOWERS: 
NATURE'S OWN TO 
GARDEN GROWN 
by Carol Klein 

BBC Books, £20 

ISBN 978-1849905848 


Wild 


FLOWERS 


Like any paid up plantaholic, 
Carol Klein has vivid memories of 
when and where she first saw a 
particular flower, so although this 
book is primarily a guide to some 
of her favourite wildflowers and 
how to grow their cultivated 
cousins, she enlivens the practical 
information with her memories of 
some of her earliest encounters. 
‘There were the Sunday outings 
when the only way she and her 
mother could get her speed- 
demon father to stop so that 
they could see the flowers, was to 
plead a different call of nature. 
Free of the car they would 
disappear out of sight and 
‘collapse in fits of giggles and 
squeals of delight on cushions of 
violets and carpets of primroses’. 
As ever with Carol, there is an 
appealing turn of phrase 
combined with a real passion for 
the plant that she is describing, all 
backed up by a wealth of 
horticultural knowledge. Rather 
than stating baldly that most 
alliums have ugly leaves, Carol 
declares that they ‘need 
companions to hide their basal 


Wild flowers and 
their cultivated 
cousins examined 
ingreat detail 


shame’ Reading her books is 
always an education. Among the 
things I learned was to plant large- 
bulbed fritillaries on their sides to 
prevent them filling with water, 
that fern trains used to travel from 
north Devon to London for the 
flower markets, and that Iris 
reticulata and I. histrioides are 
more likely to endure if the bulbs 
are planted six inches deep. 
There's great advice on wave 
planting in the section on Achillea 
and included in the grasses pages 
there’s an excellent primer on the 
locations that various grasses do 
best. It's the miscellaneous nature 
of the information that she 
divulges that make her books such 
a good read. 


This book is divided into 
seasons from ‘Spring Shoots’ to 
‘Winter Wonders’ and is published 
as an accompaniment to a series 
of short films on wild flowers that 
Carol has made for Gardeners’ 
World. Jonathan Buckley's 
accompanying photography is as 
reliably gorgeous as Carol’s prose 
is entertaining — and he captures 
wonderfully just how relaxed 
and happy Carol is among the 
plants she loves. 


Stephanie Donaldson is a writer 
specialising in organic gardening 


book offer 
RRP £20. Reader offer 
price £18 includi 
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THE RURBANITE 
by Alex Mitchell 

Kyle Books, £16.99 
ISBN 978-0857830722 


ALEX MITCHELL 


With the recent death of actor 
Richard Briers, attention has once 
more been focused on the iconic 
1970s sitcom The Good Life, in 
which characters Tom and Barbara 
attempted to create a self-sufficient 
idyll in the middle of town. In The 
Rurbanite, Alex Mitchell presents 
the 21st-century version of Tom and 
Barbara's world, focussing on what 
she calls ‘rurbanite’ city dwellers 
who crave a patch of green but have 
no intention of leaving town. 
Growing food connects us 
directly to the soil and to our 
locality and Alex includes some 
inspiring case histories from 
Brooklyn to Berlin, that offer an 
insight into the burgeoning band of 
urban homesteaders and would-be 
city farmers who are turning their 
‘own backyards and windowboxes, 
as well as derelict and neglected 
patches of community land, into 
productive space. Reading how 
others have greened their local bus 
stop or are harvesting 
salad greens and 
strawberries from a 
paved area ina 
housing estate is 
thought- 
provoking. 


I found the format a little 
muddled and I would have 
appreciated some informative 
captions to accompany Sarah 
Cuttle’s photographs but once you 
start dipping into the various 
chapters, you find plenty to inspire 
committed gardeners as well as 
novices. There is also a stimulating 
section on guerilla gardening. 
Growing food in a builders’ bag, 
planting an edible hedge and 
creating a nectar-rich windowbox 
are among the many well-explained, 
accessible projects you could get to 
grips with in a morning and I also 
‘enjoyed the ‘list of five’ approach: 
five continuous croppers; five crops 
that will put up with drought, etc. 

While the majority of the book 
concentrates on growing, there are 
two further chapters: one on finding 
wild food, flowers and wildlife in 
urban areas and one on keeping 
hens, quails, ducks and bees. 

As one of Alex’s case histories 
says, productive street gardening 
‘brings smiles to people's faces and 
plants seeds in their minds: This is a 
book that helps to find the greener 
urban spaces and encounters with 
the natural world we all crave. 


Paula McWaters is a gardening 
writer and editor 


book offer 
RRP £16.99. Reader offer 
price £14.99 including p&p. 


THE AGE-PROOF GARDEN 
by Patty Cassidy 

Southwater, £9.99 

ISBN 978-1780191911 


Having just moved from a large 
country garden to a smaller seaside 
plot, I was particularly interested in 
this book. Brushing aside my 
annoyance at being referred to as a 
senior, I was impressed with the 
range of projects and situations 
covered. Most were directed towards 
beginners using newly acquired 
leisure time to start gardening, 
rather than experienced gardeners, 
so labour and money-saving tips 
for adapting existing plots have 
been sacrificed for basic 

gardening techniques. 

‘The sections on small-scale fruit, 
herb and vegetable growing are 
excellent; special tools and 
techniques for the disabled useful; 
the garden designs specialising on 
touch, sight, sound and smell are 
inspirational, and I'm glad writer 
Patty Cassidy didn't make the usual 
assumption that as we age, we loose 
our good taste and creativity and 
decline into a miasma of 
maintenance-free evergreens, The 
project planting plans, the overall 
design of the book and photographs 
are optimistic and stylish. So as this 
generation of baby bloomers is 
dragged raging against the dying 
of the light, we can rely on this 
book for guidance. 


Francine Raymond is an author 
and gardening columnist 


book offer 
RRP £9.99, Reader offer 
price £9.50 including p&p. 


downtools 


TEENY TINY GARDENING 
by Emma Hardy 

CICO Books, £14.99 

ISBN 978-1908862808 


We've had books about small 
gardens, and then books about 
really small gardens so, even as 
a space-constrained Londoner, 

I wasn't convinced the world 
needed a book called Teeny Tiny 
Gardening. And then I saw the 
cover, with its beguiling image 
of miniature egg shell planters, 
and I changed my mind, 

Because let's be honest — 
houseplants and containers are 
rarely very stylish. The first time 
I saw a Phalaenopsis in a sleek 
cachepot it was a welcome 
improvement on a leggy 
geranium, but many years later 
the appeal has definitely waned 
and the indoor gardener’s focus 
seems to have shifted to expensive 
hand-tied arrangements of 
imported cut flowers. So Emma 
Hardy's whimsical creations, 
captured by photographer 
Debbie Patterson, come as 
a breath of fresh air. 

Her book contains 35 different 
projects, which at their best are 
fine, fanciful and guaranteed to 
bring a smile to your lips. What 
they are not is viable long-term 
planting solutions. But does 
that really matter? 


Emma Hardy isa stylist 
and designer who claims no 
horticultural credentials, and 
though she has included a 
page or two of down-to-earth 
advice about drainage holes 
and liquid feed, what she has 
really produced isa stylish 
guide to the staging of 
temporary arrangements. 

So I will gloss over her 
suggestion that you could 
get a crop of French beans and 
peas (plus carrots and beetroot) 
from one small wooden crate, 
and focus instead on the 
attractions of a vintage teacup- 
full of primulas, a fern terrarium 
or a miniature desert in shell- 
filled tumblers, 

‘The moss-lined wire basket 
of dainty spring flowers would 
make a glorious Easter table centre 
piece before its contents were 
planted outside, the fairy garden 
complete with picket fence 
could tempt a new generation 
to get their little hands dirty, 
and the green-roof birdhouse 
should actually thrive for 
years to come. 

Whether you really want 
a suitcase full of hellebores 
in your garden or not, this 
book will certainly make 
you think again about what 
constitutes a container and 
how much fun you can have 
with a houseplant. 


Jodie Jones is the former deputy 
editor of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED. 


book offer 
RRP £14.99. Reader offer 
price £12.99 including p&p. 


‘THE SPADE AS MIGHTY 
‘AS THE SWORD 

by Daniel Smith 
‘Aurum Press Ltd, £8.99 
ISBN 9781781310427 

The story of the Second 
World War's Dig for Victory 
gardening campaign. 


PERMACULTURE IN POTS 


Permaculture 


How to grow food in pots 
using low-impact 
permaculture principles. 


‘THE BEST 
GARDENS IN ITALY 

by Kirsty McLeod 

Frances Lincoln, £30 

ISBN 978-0711231832 

An attractive guide to over 
100 of the finest Italian 
gardens open to the public. 


THE COMPLETE BOOK 
OF VEGETABLES, 

HERBS AND FRUIT 

by Matthew Biggs, Jekka 
MeVicar and Bab Flowerdew 
Abrams, £18.99 

ISBN 978-0857831798 
Growing your own produce. 


Most featured books are available to readers at 
special rates. For details of book offers, arranged in 
association with EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 
or go to wwnw.gardensillustrated.com/shop 

Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed 
here, and mentioned in the magazine, are available to order via 
www gardensillustrated.com/shop. Alternatively, call 01872 562318 
‘with your credit or debit card details, or send a cheque payable 

to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: Gardens tlustrated 

PO Box 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4W4. Free delivery within UK. 


re subject to 28 days’ delvery and avaliable wile stocks last. 


Book reviews 


GERANIUM 
by Kasia Boddy 
ISBN 978-1780230481 


OAK 

by Peter Young 

ISBN 978-1780230375 

both Reaktion Books, £16 each 


A book is truly worth reading 
when it changes your mind. Before 
Topened Geranium Thad no 
particular regard for the 
pelargonium. But from the 
moment Kasia Boddy launched 
with brio into her subject, 

with a wry account of Shirley 
‘Temple struggling to choose 
(romantically) between gardenia 
and geranium, the scales began to 
fall from my eyes. 

You won't find detailed 
botanical information about the 
16,000 plus varieties on offer to 
gardeners today. What you will 
find is a gripping account of how 
the pelargonium, eagerly gathered 
from the Cape from the late 16th 
century, mutated from rare 
hothouse exotic to humble cottage 
favourite and enduring symbol of 
hearth and home. Vehicle and 
emblem of self-help for the social 
reformers of the Victorian slums, 
yardstick of virtue in the late 
19th-century novel, and showy 
pinnacle of the High Victorian 
garden; it becomes a painterly 
staple in the hands of Jekyll, 
blazes mindless sensuality to 
DH Lawrence, and for the 
Impressionist painters, 
expresses ‘the sunny comforts 
of middle class life: But by 
the 1920s, the Modernists 
snub it asa ‘waste land of a 
plant—modern, disgusting 
and desiccated: 

Boddy’s writing is witty, deft 
and elegant, her scholarship lightly 
worn, her trawl through literature, 


painting, film and 
historical archive, 
packed with sharp 
insight. This modest book, 
through the medium of an 
unassuming plant, places 
gardening where it should be: 
a fundamental part of social 
history at the heart of our social, 
cultural and imaginative life. 

Geranium is the first title in a 
new ‘Botanical’ series by Reaktion — 
handsome small hardbacks printed 
on fat glossy paper, generously 
illustrated, clearly intended to be a 
pleasure to collect. So it was with 
great excitement that I moved on to 
Oak, by Peter Young. The account of 
atree that has played such a pivotal 
role in the cultural, spiritual, 
architectural and indeed military 
life of countless civilisations over 
millennia, would surely make 
fascinating reading. 

Alas, no. Oak, instead, 
presented an interminable 
procession of wooden factoids, 
assembled without direction or 
sparkle, as if in preparation for 
a round of Mastermind. Which 
goes to show that, however 
promising the subject matter, 
the success of a book always lies 
in the quality of the writing. 


Ambra Edwards is an author 
and gardens writer 


CREATINGA 
COURTYARD GARDEN 
by Joan Clifton 

Aquamarine, £8.99 

ISBN 978-1903141045 


One of the first rules when 
designing a successful small space is 
not to cram in too many different 
elements. It'sa rule that could 
‘equally apply to this book. Designer 
Joan Clifton presents advice and 
inspiration for five different 
gardening styles: Smart Sanctuaries, 
Places to Entertain, Country Eden, 
Contemplative Retreats and 
Contemporary Spaces. With a case 
study, garden plan and a technical 
diagram for each chapter, the book 
offers practical insights too. The 
materials and plant galleries are also 
useful. The photography illustrates 
the major points successfully, 
although some of the gardens 
chosen seem to be rather a loose 
interpretation of a courtyard. 

‘This book offers a good 
overview of key design principles 
and practicalities to bear in mind for 
small garden. However, the main 
typeface used is so tiny that it is 
really quite hard work to read. 
Specialist books on courtyard 
garden design are rare, so while it’s 
good to see this niche being filled by 
publishers Aquamarine, it’s a shame 
they chose this format for the book. 


Camilla Phelps is a garden designer 
and gardening writer 


book offer 


RRP £8.99. Reader offer 


price £8.50 including p&p. 
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ESCORTED GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


FOR BISGERNING TRAVELLERS 


Our programme of Cultural Tours has been created to provide discerning travellers with a range of carefully crafted escorted holidays. 
Key subjects covered include Art, History, Architecture, Archaeology, Gardens & Music and groups typically consist of between 12 and 


22 like 


inded travellers. For full details, ask for a copy of our Cultural Tours & Music Holidays brochure. 


The tours highlighted below have been selected especially to appeal to garden lovers and horticulturists, 


Prices are per person and include flights, transfers, accommodation with breakfast and the services of a Kirker Tour Leader - as well as meals 
iz Nai none Meaiued coe om aap ge 


GARDENS & GALLERIES OF THE COTE D'AZUR 

A SEVEN NIGHT ESCORTED HOLIDAY | | MAY & 18 SEPTEMBER 2013 
The Céte d'Azur has always been a mecca for artists and gardeners alike who are 

drawn by the light and climate, From our base in Nice we will explore the best 

gardens and art galleries in the region. 

Garden visits include the Villa Ephrussi Rothschild with its important collection 
of fine art and famous garden, Monte Carlo’ Jardin Exotique, Menton where we 
see the great garden of Lawrence Johnston, designer of Hidcote,Villa Kerylos and 
the renowned and extensive Hanbury Gardens at La Mortola across the Italian 
border, We will also enjoy some magnificent art with visits to several of the Céte 
Azur finest galleries including the Mare Chagall Museum, the Fondation 


SIENA & THE GARDENS OF TUSCANY 
AFIVE NIGHT ESCORTED HOLIDAY | 24 APRIL & 25 SEPTEMBER 2013 
The diversity and richness of Tuscany's gardens are revealed in this 
exploration of the region's finest examples around Siena, 

(Our tour is based at the charming Borgo Scopeto Relais, set against a 
picturesque backdrop of rolling hills, with magnificent views of Siena, 
Highligts include the gardens at Vila Chi Cerinale, La Foce which 
‘was created by Iris Origo and Cecil Pinsent, Geggiano with its famous 
garden theatre as well as a full day exploring 
Siena, Gardens in Tuscany, always 


Maeght in Vence with its stunning 
collection of works by Picasso, 
Mird and Barbara Hepworth, 
Musée Matisse and the Chiteau 
Grimaldi in Antibes to see the 
many works by Picasso which were 
donated to the town, 


Price from £1,697 for seven nights 
including four dinners, 


VILLAS & GARDENS AROUND ROME 
AFIVE NIGHT ESCORTED HOLIDAY 
13 MAY & 16 SEPTEMBER 2013 
We will discover a number of wonderful gardens 
including the beautiful and romantic gardens of 
La Landriana and Ninfa. 


A day will be devoted to Tivoli with its two 
great gardens: the Villa D'Este and Hadrian’s 
Villa and another to Rome itself where we will 
visit the Villa Borghese Gardens and Gallery and 
a private garden, We also visit the Villa Lante 
at Bagnaia - one of the greatest of all Italian 
Renaissance gardens and the Summer and 
Winter Gardens of the Villa Farnese. 


Price from £1,559 for five nights including three 
dinners and one lunch. 


exist for it? 


hunches. 


TENERIFE — THE NATURE & 
HIsTORY OF A VOLCANIC ISLAND 
A SEVEN NIGHT ESCORTED HOLIDAY 
18 NOVEMBER 2013 & 20 JANUARY 2014 
The largest island in the Canaries archipelago, 
‘Tenerife is a volcanic island with an unspoilt and 
dramatic interior and a beautiful coastline, 
Based at the 5* Hotel Botanico, we visit the 
perfectly preserved villages of La Orotava and 
Masca, the island’s capital Santa Cruz and the 
university town of Laguna. We also explore the 
island’s spectacular flora and fauna — the lush 
Botanical Garden of Tenerife, the Sitio Litre 
Orchid Garden where more than 300 varieties 
of orchid can be seen, the Parque Taoro Water 
Garden, the Mount Teide National Park and 
the wild Anaga 

Mountains. 


Price fiom 
£1,798 for 
seven nights 
including six 
dinners and 


magnificently sited, go well beyond 
the seasonal charms of a colourful 
herbaceous border. As Edith 
Wharton wrote from New York 
in 1904,"Ttalian gardens do not 
exist for flowers; its flowers 


Price from £1,669 for five nights 
ding five dinners and two 


three lunches. 


(CHELTENHAM MUSIC FESTIVAL 
AFIVE NIGHT ESCORTED HOLIDAY | 3 JULY 2013 
An inspiring holiday combining seven concerts with 

some of the finest gardens in the Cotswolds. 

‘The Cheltenham Music Festival is one of the 
best-established English festival. It is held in 

a range of venues in this elegant and well 
preserved Regency spa town, Performances this 
year include the Belcea Quartet who are joined 
bby Austrian pianist Till Fellner and Paul Watkins 

conducting the English Chamber Orchestra 
Visits include Kiftsgate Court Gardens, Lawrence 
Johnston's series of garden rooms at Hidcote and 

Painswick Rococo Garden - one of the finest 
examples of an 18th Century garden in Europe. 
Price from £998 for five nights including seven 
concerts and five dinner 


Che, %) Speak to an expert or request a brochure: . Cy 
SESY 020 7593 2284 wmeson IM 


SA8TA Alte, © 


www.kirkerholidays.com 


FOR DISCERNING TRAVELLERS 


WiNNERS Ea 
International Garden 
Photographer of the Year 


GARDEN 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
AWARDS 
2013 


Garden Photographer 
of the Year 
Dennis Frates 
Penstemon Sunrise 


Wind was a problem, and | had 
of time for it 


3s excited to fi 


image that 


get 


announced and once again they offer a stunning collection of images that 

showcase the beauty of gardens, plants and landscapes in all their seasonal glory. 
The overall winner (above) and six of the first-place photographs from other categories 
are reproduced on these pages. 

Many of the winning and shortlisted photographs are on display in an exhibition 
touring the country, stopping in Edinburgh, Carmarthen, Argyll and London before 
reaching the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, in October. 

+ Prints of IGPOTY competition images are available via http://prints.kew.org. There is 
also a book of short-listed and winning images (£17.99), from bookshops or Kew online. 
To find out more about all of this year's winners, the exhibition timetable and the 
shortlisted images go to www.igpoty.com 


T he winners of the International Garden Photographer of the Year 2013 have been 


Beauty of Plants 
Debbie Hartley 
Dogwood cover 


{was visiting the annual Floriade' event 
that is held in Canberra, Australia, and had been 
taking photographs of the beautiful flower 
displays when | came across this tree 


This year’s exhibition opens at the Royal 
Botanic Garden, Edinburgh (22 March-26 
May), as well as the National Botanic Garden, 
Carmarthen (29 March-15 September), 
Benmore Botanic Garden, Argyll (June- 
‘September), Bankside Gallery, London (8-13 
July) and Kew Gardens (5 October-2 November). 
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Breathing Spaces 
Rob Hunt Kite flying 
on Clifton Downs rae 


At the end of a bleak 
was perfect for working up an ap 
light was beautiful and t 


anuary day, kite flying 
e. The 


ind Wi 


Greening the City 
Paul Debois Urban Forest 2 


This is a 
subject to 
isa real danger th 


nall natural haven in an at 


destroyed, 


Wildlife in the Garden 
Liam Marsh 
Searching for Snails 


sin gardens every night all 
‘ountry. | wanted to capture a 
at often goes unnoticed! 
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Beautiful Gardens 
Nic Barlow Sunrise at Ballue 


“A stunning sunrise over the gardens. loved the 
formal topiary and revisited many times.” 


Long-tailed tit 


Letters 


Star letter 


The view from Susan 
Boxall’s house. 


Canadian gardening 

| look forward to receiving GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED every month even though | know 
| will never be able to achieve the same 
results in my garden. You see, we live ina 
beautiful valley that runs through the heart 
of Saskatchewan's prairie landscape. The 
difference? In our ‘normal’ winters, our beds 
are covered with about two feet of snow. 

So you will understand my laughter when 
| read February's Gardener's notes’ [issue 
195] where under ‘Forward planning’ it 
advised us to spread compost! My problem Is 
that, although | do have three compost bins, 
they are under two feet of snow right now. 
But | continue to empty my compost into the 
compost bins ~ after | have donned my 
parka, mitts and boots 

Despite all the difficulties, | love my 
hobby and have now become a Master 
Gardener through the University of 
Saskatchewan. Keep up the great work so 
I can dream during our long winter months. 
Susan Boxall, Saskatchewan 


alia part one 
Ireceive your winter editions during our 
summer. Here in Australia the outside 
temperature is well on its way to 40°C. 
I therefore delight in reading about the 
gardening lifestyle described in your pages. 
I find myself cooled by the beautiful photos 
of snow- and ice-covered vistas. I savour the 
articles about unfamiliar but desirable plants. 
I long for the opportunity to wander through 
some of the gardens displayed on your 
pages, the products of a long history, so very 
English and quite different from the equally 
beautiful gardens found here. 
Jenny Schmidt, Victoria, Australia 


Australia part two 

I live in Australia and unfortunately there is 
not as strong a gardening culture as in the 
UK, which is why I appreciate the diversity 
and quality of garden design featured 
regularly in your magazine. 

I particularly enjoyed your January 
issue and love that you profile gardens from 
other parts of the world. 1 was however 
disappointed in the Australian garden. 
Although the Alice Springs Botanical Garden 
plays an important role, it is not relevant to 
the bulk of Australian gardeners due to its 
extreme environment and remote location. I 
would love to read about a garden featuring 
design that I can learn from and implement. 
Ann Robertson, by email 


WRITE TO US & WIN 

The star letter wins a Haws 4.5 Litre 
Professional Long Reach Can, worth £60, 
made from galvanised metal, then powder 
coated for strength and long lif. For details 
cf Haws’ full range go to www.haws.co.uk 


CORRECTIONS 


open on 26 May and 23 June from 10am-6pm. 


The 'Design news’ section in February (issue 194) featured a softwood bench from www.rubyandbettysattic.com. 
Unfortunately details were given for the small version of the bench, The large bench shown is 2m long, Siem and 
94cm high, and costs £650. Apologies for any confusion this has caused, 


Incorrect opening dates were given last issue for Frau Klinke’s garden in Krefeld, Germany. The garden is actually 


Have your say — we'd like to hear your views, so please write to us at! GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, 
9th Floor, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN, or email letters@gardensillustrated.com 


Caroline Beck welcomes the 


decision to put gardening 
on the curriculum, 


Caroline Beck isa 
writer and gardener, 
and has worked on 
several school 

garden projects. 


Back in the 1960s, when 
putting effort into growing 
food changed in Britain 

from anecessity to an 
eccentric hobby, well-tended 
school gardens fell into 
decline, In the last decade 

a movement led by parents 
and various horticultural 
organisations have put 
gardens back into schools and 
— pause for cheering - in 
February the Government 
announced that from 
September 2014 gardening 
will be back on the school 
curriculum, But any 

parent who's ever volunteered 
ina school garden knows 
that it will take more than an 
edict from the Department 
for Education to make 
teachers ready. They'll need 
convincing this is a viable 
subject and not a place to 
dump less academically able 
children. But when one third 
of school children are classed 
as overweight or obese and 
recent food scares have 
highlighted our vulnerability 
to food safety, hopefully it 
will focus their minds that 
‘growing food is a skill for life 
and not a marginal activity. 


= What's your view? Write to us by 
post or email (details above). 
We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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ROUND WOOD 


Trading 


Planters now available in Fibrestone 
A new, innovative weather proof composite 
that offers outstanding durability 


Boxes, Troughs & Cylinders in a range of sizes 


www.roundwoodtrading.com 
Tel: 01435 8¢ 


01296 481 220 www.osmogard.co.uk 


ADD A TOUCH OF STYLE TO ANY GARDEN 
Decking | Screens | Fences | Summer Houses 
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Buy the tree 
you see.com 


Anew and unique way to buy from the UK’s 
largest grower of containerised trees. 
Each of our3000 trees across 200 varieties 


isindividually numbered, allowing youto 
select the one thatis right for your garden. 


You will see a short video of yourtree and 
we will deliverit to your door. 


Call 01353720950 


www.buythetreeyousee.com Barcham 


buthetreeyouseecam 
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CELEBRATE AND WIN 


FISKARS* 


The first issue of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED appeared in April 1993 and included Beth 
Chatto writing about fritillaries, a feature on the much missed Hadspen Nurseries, 
then at its height, and a selection of garden features from New York State to the 
Norfolk Broads. To celebrate our 20th anniversary we've put together some really 
special competitions. Open to UK and international readers (please read all T&Cs). 


Win a set of Fiskars’ premium Quantum™ tools 


Long-standing Scandinavian tool manufacturer Fiskars has a new selection of 
premium garden tools for 2013 within the Quantum™ range. Using smooth, 
light and strong aluminium bodies and ground hardened stee! blades, the tools, 
which include bypass secateurs, bypass loppers and hedge shears, are perfect 
for tackling your cutting and pruning tasks. In fact, cutting is 3.5 times easier 
than other mechanisms thanks to the patented PowerGear™ technology used 
for the shears and loppers, Added to this the signature cork handles provide a 
naturally snug and comfortable grip, shock absorbency and insulation meaning 
the tools not only look stylish but are a delight to use. 

Fiskars believes that all things, even the simplest, can be made better and 
smarter so that work in the garden becomes easier, lighter, more efficient and 
simply more pleasurable - which is ultimately what gardening should be all about. 
Fiskars Quantum™ is available nationwide in garden centres, DIY stores and online. 
Tel 0115 927 7335, www.fiskars.com 


— 
Sf. hat you can win 

We have three sets of tools to give away — worth £215 a set. 

1x Quantum bypass secateurs £54.99 


1x Quantum bypass loppers £79.99 
1x Quantum hedge shears £79.99 


How to enter 

For your chance to win one of 3 sets of Fiskars Quantum™ tools, 
please answer the following question: 

Which Scandinavian country does Fiskars hail from? 
a) Finland, b) Sweden, c) Norway or d) Denmark? 


Closing date 30 April 2013 
Enter by post Enter online 
Send a postcard with your www.gardensillustrated.com 


answer, along with your name, 
address and contact details to: 
Gardens illustrated 196/Quantum, 
PO Box 501, Leicester LE94 OAA. 


‘TERMS AND CONDITIONS See full terms and conditions see page 125. There are three sets of 
Fiskars Quantum™ tools to be won to include bypass secateurs, typass loppers and hedge shears. 


downtools 


Win a deluxe stay and private g: 


Gravetye Manor, tucked deep in the Sussex countryside, is a 
16th-century manor house with a garden considered to be one 
of the most influential in English gardening history. 

The manor was home to the creative, innovative and 
revolutionary gardener, William Robinson, from 1884 to 1935. 
Considered to be the father of the English natural garden, Robinson's 
ideas about naturalised planting were groundbreaking for their 
day and it was at Gravetye that he put his ideas into practice 

Now run as an elegant country house, the hotel has 17 bedrooms 
and suites - all with stunning views of the 1,000 acres of estate. Rich 
fabrics, fine antiques and handcrafted beds emphasise the classical 
beauty of the interiors. Guests can expect excellent food with dishes 
created from the freshest ingredients sourced from the one-acre 
walled kitchen garden. 

To find out more about the hotel, special events held throughout 
the year, the history of the garden and its current restoration contact 
01342 810567, www.gravetyemanor.co.uk 


Enter online 
www.gardensillustrated.com 


Enter by post 

Send a postcard with your answer, 
along with your name, address, 
postcode and contact details to: 
Gardens Illustrated 196/Gravetye, 
PO Box 501, Leicester LE94 OAA. 


len tour at Gravetye Manor 


Shat you can win 
+ Overnight stay for two at Gravetye Manor 


+ 3-course dinner from the A La Carte Menu 
on evening of arrival, plus breakfast the 
following morning 


+ Aguided tour of the garden 


How to enter 
For your chance to win, please answer the 
following question: 


Name the influential book William Robinson 
wrote in 1870 on naturalised planting. 


Closing date 30 April 2013 


Gravetye Manor 


‘TERMS AND CONDITIONS See full terms and conditions see page 125. There is one prize of dinner, bed and breakfast for 
two at Gravetye Manor, Vowels Lane, West Hoathly, Sussex RH19.4LJ. Dinner constitutes three courses chosen from the 

Aa Carte Menu. Drinks are not included. Breakfast is full English or continental. The garden tour will be with a senior member 
of the garden team, The prize is valid until 31 October 2013 and is subject to availability. The winner is responsible for their 
‘own travel to and from the hotel. Personal costs and expenditure are not included. Gravetye Manor would like to Keep you 
informed by email, post or phone of their special offers and promotions. Please write ‘Do not contact Gravetye'on your entry 
it you would prefer not to receive these, 
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2O Years 


Bettys is renowned for its fine teatime treats and confectionery, so it seemed 


only natural to draw on the rich resource of specialists who work at Bettys Craft Sth " * 

Bakery to establish the Bettys Cookery School. Based in Harrogate, the School WU, YOU CAN Wh 

offers a range of practical courses and demonstrations aimed at encouraging us Two places on the Seasonal 

to get the best out of simple, honest, quality ingredients. Supper course, on 28 June 2013, 
New to this year's Cookery School offering is the Seasonal Supper for one winner plus guest 

course (£175 per person), which aims to make the most of the array of fresh 

ingredients that become available as the growing season progresses. You'll How to enter 

create a three-course dinner using the best fare. The menu includes a delicate For your chance to win, please answer 

savoury asparagus cheesecake with a quenelle of crab (pictured top right): a the following question: 


light spring lamb and spelt cassoulet; and a moreish rhubarb and custard 
roulade with rhubarb and ginger syrup. 

For further details of this and all courses run by Bettys Cookery School 
go to www.bettyscookeryschool.co.uk or call 01423 814016 to request a 
copy of the new Spring to Autumn 2013 course calendar. The Cookshop, Closing date 30 April 2013 
which stocks a selection of high quality knives, saucepans, bake and cookware 
and also specialist equipment for bread and chocolate making. can also be 
accessed online for those unable to visit the Cookery School. 


What type of food is spelt? 
a) vegetable b) grain 
c) dairy product 


Enter by post 

Send a postcard with your answer, along with your name, 
address, postcode and contact details to: 

Gardens Illustrated 196/Bettys, PO Box 501, Leicester LE94 OAA 


Enter online 
www.gardensillustrated.com 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS See full terms and conditions opposite. There is one prize of two 
places on Bettys Cookery School Seasonal Supper course, on 28 June 2013. The course runs 
from 9am-4.30pm andi based at Bettys Cookery School, Hookstone Park, Hookstone Chase, 
Harrogate, North Yorkshire HG2 7LD, UK. Travel and other expenses are not included. 
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downtools 


Terms and Conditions for all 


4 VIP tickets to Chelsea Flower Show competitions 

1 The promote is immediate Media 
This year’s RHS Chelsea Flower Show is a landmark occasion as Conary Sristol. 2 Entrants must be 

aged 18 years or older, excluding tne 
the show celebrates its centenary. Among the impressive show sroinpaer earners ie uecha: 
gardens competing for gold is the 15th Laurent-Perrier garden, date forall entries is 23.59 GMT on 
designed by renowned, award-winning Swedish garden designer bond Lael Econ 
Ulf Nordfjell. Combining themes of Swedish minimalism and ‘wilt be considered, 4 By entering 
French heritage with traditional and sustainable English perennials the promotion, the participants agree 
such as lavender and iris, the Laurent-Perrier garden promises to ee artes erat 
offer a romantic escape with a contemporary twist. Immediate Media Co their fullname, 


‘email asaress and daytime telephone 
‘number, The Promoter wll use entrants 
‘personal details n accordance with 
the Immediate Privacy Policy (www. 
immediatemedia.co.uk/privacy). 
{Only one entry willbe permitted per 
‘person, regardless of method of entry, 

7 The winning entrants for each 
Competition willbe the frst correct 
entries drawn at random from all the 
correct entries after the closing date. 

8 The draw és final and.no correspondence 
wall be entered into, Te winner willbe 
rotified within ten days ofthe close of 
the promotion by post/telephone/ 
‘email, 9There sno cash alternative 
and the prizes are not transferable. Each 
prize must be taken as stated and 
cannot be deterred. The Promoter 
reserves the right to substitute a prize 
with one of the same or greater value, 
10 For details ofthe winners send an 
SAE to Immediate Media Company 
Bristol, Tower House, Fairfax Street, 
Bristol S1 38N within two months of 
the closing date, 11 The Promoter does 


: ‘ ‘not accept any responsi for ost, 
¢ i é 
What you CaN Www delayed or fraudulent entries. 12 fthe 
c ‘nner is unable to be contacted within 
Apair of tickets to the Chelsea Flower Show for 20 days of the promotions’ closing date, 
Thursday 23 May, plus a glass of champagne the Promoter reserves the right to ofter 
prize toa runner up. orto re-otfer the 
each, served alongside the Laurent-Perrier garden priza in any future promotion. 29The 
‘Promoter excludes liability to the full 
How to enter extent permitted by law for any loss, 
For your chance to win, please answer the Seen Chea eater ian 
following question: int the promation or occurring tothe 
: Enter by post nner arising for Ns or her 
Who designed the Laurent-Perrier byp acceptance of aprize. 14 Each 
h den for Chelsea 2012? Send a posteard with your ‘promotion f subject othe laws of 
SHOW! gayMeniTor Chelsea: answer, along with your name, England. By entering, you undertake 
Closing date 30 April 2013 address, postcode and contact yeu JsinmedateMeda 
© ee details to: Gardens Illustrated CConipany Lined (pubisners of 
ar 196/Laurent-Perrier Chelsea, Gardens iustrated) would love to hep 


PO Box 501, Leicester yu informed by post or telephone of 


e =pecaloffesandpromotions om the 
Laurent-Perrier LE94 OAA. Immediate Media Company Group. 
> s€ : Pease wte'Do not contact immediate 
waison rome Enter online Media Co Lta' it you would prefer not to 


1812 receive these. Gardens ilustrated would 


lke to keep you informed of newsletters 
special ofers and other promations by 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS See full terms and conditions opposite. There is one prize of a pair of tickets provided <7™aN i message.Flease write Your 


by Laurent-Perrier to the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, on 23 May 2013. This prize includes one glass of Laurent- Sad eaceau iain nieces 
Perrier Brut champagne per person at the side of the Laurent-Perrier garden. Tickets will not be valid for entry on hes iy ureseehibe fen these 
any other day. Travel and other expenses are not included. atany time. 


www gardensillustrated.com 
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ACROSS 

1 The wallflower genus, profiled this 
month (8) 

6 Large, dessert pear - mostly 
funny! (6) 

9 Potato king? (6) 

10 Like the tough leaves of eg 

a laurel (8) 

11 Self-fertile dessert plum — found 
in crop always (4) 

12 Produce from a vegetable plot? 
Give up! (5) 

13 Unfeeling part of green umbelifer (4) 
44/15 Triangular-headed weeding 
tool (5,3) 

36 Abnormal tree growth on eg oak 
= blasted by tall gun! (7) 

19 See 3dn. 

22:18th-century German botanical 
illustrator ~ turned three! (5) 

24 Old sailor used to kill slugs? (4) 
26 Method of propagation that's hard 
work (5) 

28 Brownish-yellow colour (4) 

29 Plant of Aster genus makes straw 
rot (8) 

30 Platanus x hispanica is the _ 
plane tree (6) 

31 Vegetables for 
environmentalists? (6) 

32 Digs up and puts elsewhere in 
the garden (8) 


DOWN 
2 Ruddy arachnid, a mite annoying in 
the greenhouse! (3,6) 

3/19 Red athletes climbing in the 
vegetable garden? (7,7) 

4 Like waterlogged soil (5) 

‘5 Common name for Verbascum - 

Ili Menu’ maybe (7) 

6 Edible beet leafstalk ~ cold and 

firm (6) 

7 Evergreen shrub of Berberis family 
~aha,|'mno different! (7) 

8 Caraway genus — in llac arums (5) 
15 See lac. 

17 Part of foot ~ seen at end of white 
berried shrubby plant! (3) 

18 Akiller of tender plants at this time 
of year (4,5) 

20 Hazel, for example - silly brunette, 
losing head! (34) 

21 Loosely disperse ...rotten ‘taters 
round top of compost (7) 

23 False acacia — from Nairobi 
perhaps (7) 

25 Flower for a 20th anniversary in 
glass terrarium (5) 

26 Cultivates ... geraniums, initially, by 
lines (5) 

27 Spring bulb strangely lit up (5) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH'S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


MARCH'S SOLUTIONS. 
ARO! 


‘Sandy 4 Hickary 8/15 Dogtooth violet 9 Ties up 10 Acre 1 Sprig 13 Alga 46 Potygala 
7 Ecibie 19 Fir ree 21 Cum 23 Peony 24 Dgs 25 Broad 27 Espaler 29 Bist 


30 Tsane 


DOWN: 1 Snowcloud 2 Nuttery 3 Yeo 4 Hoheria 8/19 Cust flowers 6 Oregano 7 Young Il Stake un 
12 Giverny 16 Evergreen 1B Bamiboos 20 Ridales 22 Umbel 26 Dye 28 Pot. 
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BUYING SINGLE ISSUES 


GARDENS 


GARDENS 


jamal 


ae ey 


Pale) 


aE neshclh 


Wh eran: 


Wee 0 


FEBRUARY 2013 MARCH 2013 DIGITAL 

Piet Oudol's 100 must Howtogrowcutflowers.  igcyEG 

have plants: nine of the all year round: planting 

best mini-greenhouses; _ ideas for stylish pots; GARDENS 

thebest violas profiled; creating anuttery;ideas —LLUSTRATED 
snowdrops at The Garden for low-maintenance is available 
‘House; early spring at Dial gardens; nine of the indigital 

aes please a. format on 


Apple, Android 
and Kindle Fire 
devices and 

from Zinio.com 


Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). 
Subscriber discounts 
available ~ see below. 


TO ORDER CALL 
0844 8440253 +441795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED SINGLE ISSUES ORDER FORM 

Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 

PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF (You may photocopy this form.) 

would like to order copy/copies of issue(s), 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

LJUK-£4,39 per copy LJUK £539 per copy 

LIEU £519 per copy EU~ £6.49 per copy 

Rest of world -£5.99 per copy Rest of world - £749 per copy 

| would like to order slipcase(s) 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

CUK-£750each Cluk-£9.50¢each 

LIEU-£850each LIEU-£1075each 

Ll Restof world -2950 each Rest of world £12 each 
Postage & packaging isinclided inal prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


Clenclose a cheque/interational money order made payable to 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for £. 


(CI would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 


Visa Mastercard Maestro 
L L 
Expy date Issue no. (Maestro only) 
Signature _ Uae es Me ere ET Pe Date wot 
"YOUR DETAILS, 
Forename 


Emailaddress 


‘Subscriber number (ifapplicable) 


A Finer Craft 


With Spring upon us, it’s time to embrace the spirit of excellent craftsmanship and these 


products below are of a magni 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


icent standard. From plant supports and pottery, to fine 


furniture and superior shepherds huts, you're sure to find something here to raise the bar 


of any outdoor space 


CARRIER COMPANY 

The Classic Carrier, this robust jute carrier 
is equally at home in the garden or for 
carrying logs. Just part of a selection of 
good looking and practical clothing and 
accessories for life out of doors 

All made in North Norfolk. 


|) 01328 820 699 
WEG www.carriercompany.co.uk 


SITTING SPIRITUALLY 
‘Our stunning Kyokusen - cut from the natural 
curves of English Oak, contoured for comfort. 
‘Anexceptional swing seat, to siton, torecline 
on, to just enjoy. The durability willlasta 
lifetime. Winner of the John Makepeace award 
Available in four different back designs and 
sizes, shown here's the2 seater Swirl Back. 
TE. 01297 443084 

5 TE www.sittingspiritually.co.uk 


GREEN SQUARES 

This adorable carved bear would make a 
unique addition to any garden. Truly original, 
Alice is a unique hand carved garden 
ornament made in Britain. She is always be 
ready to wave hello and to welcome visitors! 


029 2037 1584 


www.greensquares.co.uk 


TEAK TIGER 


mortice and tenon construction. 

Now only £129 each (was £245). 
Includes FREE fully assembled delivery 
to UK mainland. Call us to order. 

Offer available while stocks last. 

0800 068 0333 

TE www.teaktiger.com 


BRATTS LADDERS 

118 years of experience in manufacturing 
bespoke ladders in the UK. Brats offer 

a wide range of traditional hand crafted 
steps and ladders in various sizes, types 
and finishes. Contact Bratts Ladders with 
your requirements. 


01159 866 851 
www.brattsladders.com 


( WHICHFORD POTTERY 

Whichford flowerpots are truly British, 
They are designed and entirely handmade 
in Warwickshire by highly-skilled potters 
from the very best English frostproof clay. 
10% discount off flowerpots for readers. 
Offer ends 30th April 2013. 
Not available online 

©. 01608 684416 

7 www.whichfordpottery.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


ARTISAN PLANT SUPPORTS 

Be ready to support those tulips and 
peonies this spring. Also a range of 
handcrafted plant supports and obelisks 
designed to provide architectural structure 
within the garden while also complementing 
and enhancing the plants featured. All our 
products are available in a range of finishes. 
W wwwartisanplantsupports.co.uk 
01538 753128 


ED BROOKS FURNITURE 

Hand crafted and individually designed 
outdoor and indoor furniture including 
gates, benches and other bespoke 
commissions. This bench has an oak back 
and seat hand jointed to sweet chestnut 
legs. Guide £545 + VAT. 


07899 792810 
WEBSITE www.edbrooks.com 


ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 
Architectural Heritage has a collection of fine 
reproduction garden ornament, employing 
the talents of master craftsmen in the 
disciplines of stone and marble masonry, 
bronze. copper and lead work, alongside 
age-patinated artificial stone, to recreate the 
very best of 18th and 19th century design. 
01386 584414 
www.architectural-heritage.co.uk 


aT, 


CRANBORNE STONE 

Dorset based Cranborne Stone has 
supplied some of the UK's finest gardens. 
Our beautiful range of handmade 

cast stone planters, vases, fountains, 
balustrade and benches, suit both the 
contemporary & traditional garden 


TEL 01258 472685 
team@cranbornestone.com 


LEANDER PLANT SUPPORTS 
Leander’s beautifully made Climbing Tower in 
rusted iron provides a very stylish framework 
for sweet peas, climbing roses, or as shown 
here with a combination of Clematis Tangutica 
anda fragrant honeysuckle. For this and many 
other lovely designs for supporting your plants 
visit our website or phone for a brochure. 
01773 550495 
www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 


THE SHEPHERDS REST 
The huts from The Shepherds Rest are the most 
beautiful youare likely to see. They are built to 
last using timbers from sustainable sources and 
the quality of materials and craftsmanship are 
immediately apparent. These shepherd's huts 
are truly bespoke - you choose exactly what you 
wantand the team will make to your order. 
01749 860066 
= www.theshepherdsrest.net 


BORDER SUNDIALS 

Capel Tenison’s Border Sundials make 
high-quality armillary spheres and 
horizontal and wall sundials. Each sundial 
Is personally hand-engraved to your 
instructions and finished to the very 
highest of standards. 


It. 01873 840 297 
WEBS TE www.bordersundials.co.uk 


MABEL AND ROSE 

Aunique range of original vintage 
accessories and traditionally handcrafted 
items for gardeners. The ever-changing 
collection includes vintage apple crates, 
old trugs and baskets, galvanised watering 
cans, buckets and tin baths, vintage tools, 
antique terracotta pots and enamelware. 
TE. 01993 778885, 

WEBS TE www.mabelandrose.com 


SANDEDGE 
This garden mirror creates tantalising glimpse 
of asecret garden just out of reach Handmade in 
England using the finest exterior quality materials 
Large 64x180cm pictured here finished in 
weatherproof sage green (other colours and 
sizes available). Reduced to £160.00 for Gardens 
iustrated readers. Quote “GI” when ordering. 

01638 552809 

www.sandedge.com 


TAYLORS GARDEN BUILDINGS 


(Our range of Lugarde garden buildings offers 
unrivalled quality. This trusted manufacturer, 


with innovative ideas and an ecological 
working ethic, has 30 years experience of 
designing, producing and distributing log 
cabins across Europe and the UK. Taylors 
Garden Buildings offer a refined product 
and outstanding service for customers 
considering a Lugarde garden building, 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


SECRET GARDENS FURNITURE 
www.secretgardensfurniture.com 
See our collection of 
hand forged pyramids 
and our range of 
arches. arbours, gates 
and fencing at the 
RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show, stand RHW22. 
020 8464 5327 


dA] 


gh 


|. 01604586939 
\\| sales@gardenproductsonline.co.uk 
_ www.taylorsgardenbuildings.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


The Splendid Spring 


Spring is a marvellous time in the garden, with so much to see, do and enjoy. A variety 
of plants, styles and ideas can found within all of the splendid gardens below, so take 
the time to make a visit and embrace this blossoming time of year. 


1. BATSFORD ARBORETUM 


Enjoy breath-taking views and magical 


walks througha stunning collection 
of Japanese Flowering Cherries, 


Magnolias and spring flowers. There's, 


fabulous, freshly-baked food in the 
Garden Terrace Cafe, gifts galore, 
shabby chic vintage finds in the 


Applestore anda well-stocked Garden 
Shopand Plant Centre bursting with 
everything youneed for the gardening 
year ahead. Open daily 10am to Spm, 


DDRESS Batsford, Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire GL56 9AB 
WEBS\|, www.batsarb.co.uk |{| 01386701441 


3. POWIS CASTLE AND 
GARDEN 


Discover the treasures of the castle 


and Clive museum, or simply explore 


the wonders of the garden with their 


italianate terraces. Make sure you visit 
Powis for an incredible spring day out 


Garden open daily (closed 25 Dec) 
March & Oct: 11-4.30 
April-Sept: 11-5.30 
Nov-Dec: 113.30 


DORESS Welshpool SY218RF 


WEBSITE www.nationaltrust.org.uk/powiscastle 


5. ABBEY HOUSE GARDENS 


“itfelt like being inan Impressionist 
painting, surrounded by so much 
colour.” 


Probably the best display in the UK 
with overa quarter of a million tulips 


(yes 250,000) in morethan 500 
varieties in this enchanting garden. 


Open daily from March 21st to 
October 31st, 11.00am to 5.30pm 


DDRESS Market Cross, Malmesbury, Wiltshire SN16 9AS- 
S| | www.abbeyhousegardens.co.uk "£| 01666827650 


2. WATERPERRY GARDENS 
Celebrate spring at Waterperry 
Gardens with Fritillaries. See the 


county flower of Oxfordshire in all 


its native splendour as it flowers 


throughout April in our wildflower 


meadow and riverside walk. Don'tmiss 


the Fritillary weekend 20th & 21st April 


Beautifulgardens, plantcentre, garden 
shop, gallery, giftbarn and teashop. 
10am to 5pm. Party bookings welcome 
by arrangement. 


Waterperry, Near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ 
© www.waterperrygardens.co.uk || 01844339254 


4. ABBOTSBURY 
SUBTROPICAL GARDENS 

The Enchanted Floodiit Garden takes 
place every night from17 Octoberto 

4 November. Theatrical,coloured 
floodiightsareusedtouplight the splendid 
autumncoloursandarchitectural 
shapesof the trees and foliage. Candlesin 
lanternsare placedalongthe pathwaysto 
leadvisitors through the stunninglighting 
effects Lights goonatduskuntil8.30pm. 
Gardens open from10am, 


Bullers Way, Abbotsbury, Dorset DT3 4LA 
www.abbotsburygardens.co.uk ||| 01305871387 


6. MYDDELTON HOUSE 
GARDENS 
Delveintothebeautifuleightacresof 
Myddelton House Gardens and discover 
thecompeliing story of Edward Augustus 
Bowles, oneof Britain's mostfamous 
selftaughtgardenersandexpert 
botanists. Boastingan impressive range 
offloraandfaunathere'ssomethingto 
stimulate the senses each season, from 
colourful spring crocuses to dazzling 
summeririses. 


wwwaisitleevalley.org.uk/gardens || 08456770600 


7. HAMPTON COURT CASTLE 
& GARDENS 

The Gardens at Hampton Court 
Herefordshire are one of the most 
ambitious garden creations of our 
time. Inaddition to stunningnew 
flower gardens divided by intricate 
canals, there is amaze of a thousand 
yews, andat its centre a stunning 
gothic tower offering panoramic 
views of the gardens in all their glory. 
Atruly spectacular Spring visit. 


ADDRESS Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 OPN 
2 www.hamptoncourt.org.uk || 01568797777 


8. COUGHTON COURT 
Spring Gardening Festival, 

20th to 28th April. 

These beautiful 25 acre award winning 
gardens are formally and informally 
planted with over 400,000 bulbs 
spring flowering perennials and trees 
On offer are gardeners tours, practical 
demonstrations, photography and 
flower arranging and stalls selling 
plants, garden books antique tools and 
wildflower seeds. 


‘ADI 


55 Coughton Court, Warwicks B49 5JA 


10. AIRTRICITY GARDEN 
FESTIVAL, HILLSBOROUGH 
CASTLE 

Northern Ireland's premier gardening 
event, takes place in the magnificent 
gardens of Hillsborough. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to explore the 
house and gardens as well as delight 
in the displays of plants and flowers. 
the local crafts and food stalls, expert 
gardening advice, refreshments and 
Jazz. 17, 18 and 19 May, 10am - 6pm 


ADDRE 


Denwick Lane, Alnwick, Northumberland NE66 1YU 


|| www.coughtoncourt.co.uk | {| 07592775177 © www.alnwickgarden.com |! | 01665511350 


fipon, North Yorkshire HG54 5AE_ 


Hillsborough Castle’s gardens, Co. Down BT26 6DU 
it www.newbyhall.com || 08454504068 


WEB www.gardenshowireland.com =|.\4\_ info@gardenshowireland.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


10) 


9. THE ALNWICK GARDEN 
Whether for an intimate and relaxed 
event or amore formal and lavish 
affair, The Alnwick Gardenisa truly 
unique setting for the most wonderful 
weddings. With a license to hold civil 
marriages and civil partnerships, The 
Garden canhost ceremonies as well 
as celebrations. 


11. NEWBY HALL AND 
GARDENS 

Newby Hall's gardens, createdinthe 
early 1920s, haveevolved over the 

§ years, makingamajor contribution 
to20thcentury gardening. Designed 
astride one of Europe's longest double 
herbaceous borders, sloping gently to 
the River Ure, they provideahaven both 
specialist and amateur gardeners alike 
Spring Plant Fair - Sun 12th May. 
Seewebsite. 


catalogue available 


01225 851577 
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Stoneballs Co mpany 


A truly Specialist Company 


Sandstone balls for distinctive garden decoration and 
restoration of gateways and walls. Handcrafted from durable 
solid sandstone. Artistic garden ornaments which age to a 
distinctive antique finish. Use to define paths, highlight low 
hedging, paving and gravelled areas and to provide a perfect 

contrast to plants and shrubs. 


Online Tele ne 
www.stoneballs.co.uk +44 (0) 1636 626704 
email@stoneballs.co.uk +44 (0) 7754 845398 


To advertise call Luke Newland on 0117 314 8391 
or email luke.newland@immediate.co.uk 


ARTIFICIAL GRA 


areeTerer Grass] for Less 
HALE 


"HUGE f8 SALE. 


Suitable for Lawns, Patios, Balconies, 
Pool Surrounds, Play Areas and 
Roof Terraces 


———— 
10 Year Guarantee 
‘Looks Great All Seasons 
Fomily and Pet Friendly 
No More Muddy Feet or Paws 
No Need to Mow 
No Watering / Feeding 
High UY Stabilisation 
Easy to Install 
Immediate Delivery 


C 0800 1: 148 8654 7zpaysaweek 
07531 190044 9%am- 9pm 


www.artificialgrassforless.co.uk 
info@artificialgrassforless.co.uk 


‘ee 
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dovetail peaoess 
I 


We design and build to suit your requirements 


Dovetail Greenhouses 
Bonehill Farm, Tamworth 
Statts, B78 GHP 


[=A All types of glazing options available 
Tel 0121 317 2900 


Two Wests and Elliott 
Quality Equipment 


for Greenhouse and Garden 


2 FREE Catalogues 
OVER 2000 Quality Products 
for FREE brochure pack = 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


Green Pages 


GARDEN ACCESSORIE 


BlocX 


WoodBlocX raised beds are a great way 
to take the stress out of your gardening, 
making weeding | and harvesting simple. 


from sustainably sourced timber and manufactured in the Highlani 
jock can be built on earth, grass or even hard surfaces 


gether using 
recycled plastic 
the need tor 
e or nails. 
Block can easily be built by anyone. 


ws «0 wwWw.WoodBlocX.co.uk 
renee 0800 389 ate Email: ucemnpeduroncrion co.uk 


Ay 


€ duncombe sawmill 
WE TURN YOUR DREAMS INTO REALITY 


Handmade bespoke es, planters and fencing 
made to any size, in softwood or iroko. 


Sawmill Lane, Helmsley YO62 5D0 
Tel: 01439 770234 / Email: enquiries@duncombesawmill.co.uk 
Web: www.duncombesawmiill.co.uk 


GARDEN BUIL S 


To adverti || Luke Newland on 0117 314 8391 
GIECN PASeS  Letatikamumastecstetonut 


GARDEN DESIGN f \ CATION SLURS 


World class garden design training 


Train to be a professional garden 
poec aren eonteaee 
ollege. Our one-year diploma 


5 > 
Classes toke place nthe Orangery : 
conference fociities af the world 
femovs Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew Sere Sl 


‘The diploma sled by Andrew Wikon PERENNIALS 
with inspiretional lectures and tutoring 


from some of the world’s leading &) IRISES & PEONIES 
garden designers and horicuturats's. 800 varieties 
| for mere rfrmetion co 0148762955 wow.dlaireaustin- 


oF email infowkiega.org Uk oF visit: hardyplants. co.uk 
www.licgd.org.uk Tegiguape 670342 


For hedging, ornamental trees, 
fruit trees, soft fruit, roses... 


Gardens. Wasteated! 


= ead Hyppy ZOUb annPTELH, 
LANGLEY BOXWOOD ‘ 
r 1 


internationally recognised specialist for Buxus 


01730 894467 - sales@boxwood.co.uk wuactitneiereceul 
www. boxwood.co.uk_ ]} 01963 359 444 7 | 


Pelargoniums By Post) §:\itn ge lris 


<> oy Buy Direct From The Grower Over 300 varieties 


Herbaceous — Intersectional - Tree 


ei. cramdennursery,co. uk 
Nopton 01604 842365 


, THE 
Dahlias, lilies and all othe ‘ See T Seeds 1978 ORGANIC 
mmmer bull y j ' : é J GARDENING 


CATALOGUE 
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We also grow and supply 
Trilllums and Erythroniums 


01778 590455 


www.twelvenunns.co.uk 


‘NI our supports are handcrafted 
in Tenbury Wells from Sold Steel 
Which are affordable and robust. 
The plant Girdle as featured here 
is only £995. 


Providers of English Handcrafted 
Planters and Outdoor 
Furniture in Oak, Iroko & Accoya 


To advertise call Luke Newland on 0117 314 8391 
or email luke.newland@immediate.co.uk 


Wild flower seed, plugs & 
Bulbs, Lawn seed mixes 


Free catalogue 
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Get 13 issues for just £25.95* 
when you subscribe today 


BBC Wildlife Magazine is your essential guide to the 
natural world. Every issue showcases the wonder 
and beauty of wildlife and helps you to understand, 
experience and enjoy nature more. It is packed 

full of breathtaking images, informative features, 
British wildlife, practical advice and much more. 
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the writer’s plot 


Modest intricacy 


Our columnist ruminates on the subtle delights of ferns 


FRANK RONAN 


he first crozier to unfurl 
itself from a tight bun of 
fern is about the most 


graceful thing that can happen in 
a garden. All winter they will have 
been fattening in slumber, hirsute 
backs turned to the weather, and 
now this one pioneering frond 
bestirs itself to untuck a head 
from the bedmates and sniff the 
air, before arching back and 
flinging wide the pinnae. It is an 
omen that spring is about to 
become rampant. 

Forgive my anthropomorphism, 
but that is nothing compared with 
the common explanation for 
pteridology becoming such a fad 
in the nineteenth century: that it 
was a branch of botany which 
could be studied by young ladies 
without inflaming and 
discomposing their minds with 


ANGELA HARDING 


whereas beauty does, and on 
that account there are some 
ferns which I could never have 
enough of. Dear old Bevis 
springs to mind immediately. It 
is a form of the soft shield fern, 
Polystichum setiferum, found by 
a Devon hedgecutter called 
Bevis in 1876, since which time 
the botanists have been 
squabbling about whether to 
call it ‘Plumosum Bevis’ or 
“Pulcherrimum Bevis: An 
exquisite, upswept thing, 
instantly recognisable, even at a 
distance. Although there is a 
nice old colony steadily 
increasing, I still grab another 
whenever I see one. 

‘The other best of the best of 
ferns has to be Dryopteris 
wallichiana, a buckler that stands 


day fd : ; 
io) asa single crown with golden- 


the unseemly minutiae of sexual “Tey don’t shout for notice but once they are hwed foliage brightened further 


reproduction. Flowers have rude 
bits; ferns do not. Which is a nice 
theory, though it is hard to 


imagine that an existence so sheltered would allow for scrambling 


through the woods with hitched skirts and a ferning trowel. 


More likely it was only that ferns coincided with the prevailing 


aesthetic: lush and intricate and slightly gothic, yet somehow 


modest. They don't shout for notice but once they are noticed 
possess infinite detail and variety. The mania was for hunting 
down unusual variants of common natives, notably the lady fern 
and the male fern (both scrupulously hermaphrodite in fact, so no 


corrupting shenanigans there), of each of which there are 
hundreds of varieties still in cultivation. I particularly like 
Athyrium filix-femina ‘Frizelliae, the tating fern, not only 
for an extraordinary appearance, but because I had 
assumed that the name came from the frizziness before 
being told of the discoverer, a Mrs Frizell of County 
Wicklow. You wonder, every time you see it, whether it 
was part of her plan when she married Mr Frizell, 
Novelties and oddities are fine in small doses, but 
you don’t want a whole garden of them competing for 


noticed possess infinite detail and variety” 


Frank Ronan isa 
novelist who lives 


by nearly black scales on the 
rachis. The colours are best in 
spring and every year it gets a 
little more substantial and beautiful, without seeming to feel much 
need to ramify. If it did, I'd pull the pup off at once. The ordinary 
shuttlecock, Matteuccia struthiopteris, which tends to run about 
like a rabbit, benefits hugely from this sort of infanticide. If you 
are diligent in ripping out the runners, the central crown can get 
toa spectacular size. I tried, but I wasn’t diligent enough. 

I wasn't diligent enough for tree ferns either, although my 
passion for Cyathea dealbata used to verge on the indecent and 
thoughts of C. tomentosissima make me blush even now. With the 
kind of winters we've been having lately I've finally 
learned to turn my back on tender ferns. Except 
Woodwardia radicans, which is not so very tender, and 
is as exotic as any tree fern, with great sprawling fronds 
reaching out to plant their bulbils in neighbouring pots. 
‘The maidenhair, Adiantum pedatum, looks as though 
it should be tender, but it romps through my friend 
Laura's kitchen garden in Holland and originates in the 
colder still north-eastern states of America. Bright green 


quirkiness. A crested or a curly fern here and there adds and gardens in leaflets tremble on rings of black wire. You can’t help 
to the fun, but jokes do not bear much repetition, Worcestershire lusting for sheets of it.o 
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Unsurpassed Craftsmanship 
Unmistakably Gabriel Ash 


Every Gabriel Ash greenhouse is produced using the finest Western Red Cedar and is 


expertly handcrafted by time-served joiners in Chester into a seamless blend of wood, glass 


and discreet aluminium. Western Red Cedar contains natural oils which resist moisture endorsed by 


: ; f the RHS 
and requires no treating ot oiling. 


Sharing the best in Gardening 


Providing greenhouses of such exceptional elegance and unrivalled quality it is no surprise 
that we are the only greenhouse company to have every one of our products endorsed by the 
Royal Horticultural Society. 
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IMAGINATION IS THE PREVIEW 
OF LIFE’S COMING ATTRACTIONS 


For 75 years, Hartley has been synonymous with enduring style and excellence 
Whilst we have always embraced modern technology, we've never lost sight of our founding philosophy — to make 


greenhouses that last from generation to generation. After all, nothing else is a Hartley. 


THE FINEST GREENHOUSES MONEY CAN BUY 


In support of 
HARTLEY lth: BOTANIC 
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gather, 


For our a brochure call or click 0800 783 8083 hartley-botanic.co.uk gi@hartleybotanic.co.uk 


